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MEDIA RELEASE

THE NIE NTU, SINGAPORE HOSTS THE REDESIGNING PEDAGOGY INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE 2026 TO ADVANCE FUTURE-READY EDUCATION THROUGH
RESEARCH, PRACTICE AND GLOBAL COLLABORATION

The National Institute of Education, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore (NIE NTU,
Singapore) will host the eleventh Redesigning Pedagogy International Conference (RPIC)
2026 from 2 June to 4 June 2026, with Minister for Education and Minister-in-Charge of
Social Services Integration, Mr Desmond Lee as the Guest-of-Honour for the Conference
Inauguration. As a flagship platform for education research and dialogue, RPIC 2026 continues
its longstanding commitment to advancing rigorous scholarship and strengthening the nexus
between research, policy and practice.

Centred on the theme of “Education Research for Impact”, the conference will bring together
leading academics, policymakers, school leaders and practitioners from Singapore and across
the globe to re-examine and reimagine pedagogical innovation in an increasingly complex and
rapidly evolving world. The conference will explore to foster robust conversations on how
education systems can remain responsive, inclusive and future-oriented, while remaining
grounded in strong theoretical and empirical foundations.

Building on more than two decades of impactful scholarship, RPIC 2026 is expected to
convene over 1000 delegates from Asia-Pacific region and beyond. Participants can look
forward to keynote addresses by distinguished international scholars, alongside paper
presentations, symposiums, workshops and panel discussions across a wide range of strands.
These include (but not limited to) emerging technologies in education, science of learning,
assessment and evaluation, curriculum and policy studies, teacher professional development,
language and literacy, and issues of equity, diversity and inclusion.

This year’s conference also introduces several new features designed to deepen engagement
and broaden participation. On Day 2, the 4-track programme offers differentiated pathways for
participants, including keynote masterclasses, research translation exchanges, practitioner-
led innovations and research-informed initiatives. On Day 3, a plenary fireside chat will bring
together voices from across the education community for an open and candid dialogue on key
issues, while the unconference segment will provide a more informal, participant-driven space
for discussion and idea-sharing on emerging topics.

Through interdisciplinary exchanges and multi-stakeholder engagement, RPIC 2026 will

provide a dynamic platform for participants to explore innovative methodologies, share
evidence-informed practices, and critically examine pressing educational challenges.
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Professor Kenneth Poon, Dean of Research and Centre Director of the Centre for Research
in Child Development, reflects that, “Education is ultimately about people, namely our students,
educators, families and communities, and how we can better support them in a changing world.
As schools and educators respond to new challenges and needs, research helps us better
understand what works, for whom, and why. By bringing together researchers and educators
from different backgrounds and experiences, we hope to encourage thoughtful discussions,
meaningful exchange, and collaborations that can make a positive difference to education in
Singapore and beyond.”

A hallmark of RPIC remains its emphasis on the synergy between research and practice —
where empirical inquiry informs classroom innovation and classroom realities, which in turn,
shape research trajectories. Theoretical-empirical collaborations, practitioner-led discussions,
and system-level analyses will underscore the importance of cultivating robust education
research capable of addressing both local priorities and global imperatives.

RPIC 2026 is organised by the Office for Research, NIE NTU, Singapore. Since its inception
in 2005, RPIC has played an instrumental role in shaping international discourse on pedagogy
and advancing evidence-based educational transformation.

Further details on the programme, keynote speakers and presentation strands can be found
at: www.rpic2026.com.

MEDIA INVITATION

Date/Time : Tuesday, 2 June 2026, 2:30pm to 3:20pm
To be seated by 2:15pm

Venue : Nanyang Auditorium
Nanyang Technological University
50 Nanyang Avenue, Singapore 637616

Please RSVP by 29 May 2026 at 12:00 PM. Please refer to Annexe A (Conference
Inauguration Programme), Annexe B (profile of distinguished academics presenting
keynote addresses), Annexe C (presentation strands), and Annexe D (list of the NIE
colleagues presenting at RPIC).

For scheduling of interviews and media queries, please contact:

Ms Chin Wen Hui

Manager, Media Relations

Public, International and Alumni Relations, NIE
Tel: 6790 3616, 9230 7770

Email: wenhui.chin@nie.edu.sg



http://www.rpic2026.com/

ABOUT THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION (NIE), SINGAPORE

The National Institute of Education (NIE), an autonomous institute ofthe Nanyang
Technological University (NTU), Singaporeis among the world's top education institutes,
renowned for its excellence in teacher education, education research and content research.
Founded in 1950, NIE has played a pivotal role in developing Singapore's teaching workforce.

In a dynamic education milieu, NIE prepares teachers with the requisite values, skills and
knowledge to meet the continuous demands of diverse learners across the lifespan. The
quality of NIE programmes is based on evidence-informed reviews and delivered with
transformative pedagogies in digitally-mediated learning spaces. NIE’s degree, higher degree
and professional development programmes offer global perspectives through international
practice and semester exchanges, while 215t Century pedagogies, multidisciplinary curricula
and service-learning initiatives help to develop the holistic reflective practitioner and school
leader. To further Singapore’s expertise and capabilities in Character and Citizenship
Education (CCE), Singapore Centre for CCE was established with the Singapore Ministry of
Education (MOE) in 2023. The Institute offers the only full-time sports-related undergraduate
degree programme in Sport Science & Management that provides academic and professional
pathways to sports-related careers.

NIE is ranked among the world’s top institutions for research in education and education-
related disciplines. Its research philosophy is focused on impacting school practices,
enhancing programmes, informing policy formation and ultimately, improving student learning
outcomes. With its highly reputable education programmes and rich research culture, it has
built strategic alliances with many other renowned institutions in the US, Europe and Asia-
Pacific regions.

Recognising the need to anticipate, adapt, advance and be sustainable, NIE is growing its
regional and global impact in areas such as Child and Human Development, Values and
Ethics, Science of Learning, Atrtificial Intelligence and Emerging Technologies, as well as
Assessment and Evaluation. It will further its vision to lead the future of education and play its
part in helping to address Singapore and humanity's grand challenges in an ever-evolving
world.

For more information, please visit: www.ntu.edu.sg/nie.

ABOUT THE REDESIGNING PEDAGOGY INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

The Redesigning Pedagogy International Conference (RPIC) aims to convene researchers,
educational leaders, practitioners, and policymakers from around the world to collectively
debate and generate creative solutions, and to actively exchange research and educational
ideas and experiences across local, regional and international educational communities. The
conference will provide a platform for multi-stakeholder interactions, facilitating the exchange
of cutting-edge international research and best practices across schools and cultures, forging
new and innovative directions for educational research and practice, and broadening
professional networks throughout the region.


http://www.ntu.edu.sg/nie

ANNEXE A
REDESIGNING PEDAGOGY INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 2026

CONFERENCE INAUGURATION PROGRAMME

2:00 PM Media to arrive and be seated
Note: Please be seated by 2:15pm
2:35 PM Welcome Address by:
e Professor Liu Woon Chia
NIE Director
2:45 PM Dance Performance by Grace Orchard School
2:55 PM Opening Speech by

¢ Mr Desmond Lee
Minister for Education

3:20 PM End of Opening Ceremony




ANNEXE B
KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Below are the keynote addresses by distinguished academics:

Professor Setoh Pei Pei

Professor of Psychology, School of Social Sciences, Nanyang
Technological University

Senior Principal Scientist lll, Institute for Human Development
and Potential, Agency for Science, Technology and Research

Keynote Title: What If Every Child Could Succeed? Why Human Strengths Matter More
Than Ever

Abstract: What would education look like if we believed that every child could succeed? In
this keynote, we consider this question through a developmental lens, focusing on systems
that reward, emphasize, and cultivate multifaceted human strengths.

The keynote reframes resilience as a property of environments and communities that provide
psychological safety and credible chances. It examines how the signals that we send, through
our metrics for success, can shape young people’s sense of curiosity, motivation, mental
health, and willingness to engage with uncertainty. The talk highlights how families,
classrooms, and broader educational systems can support children’s development by
redefining success, identifying multifaceted strengths, developing social-emotional skills and
character as an essential part of learning. Implications are drawn for assessment design,
parent—child communication, and youth mental health strategies, with particular relevance to
current discussions about artificial intelligence and 21st century competencies.

About Prof Setoh Pei Pei

Setoh Peipei is a Professor of Psychology at Nanyang Technological University and Senior
Principal Scientist Il at A*STAR’s Institute for Human Development and Potential. She is also
the Social Science Team Lead of the GUSTO cohort study. A developmental psychologist,
her work examines how family and parenting processes shape children’s learning, well-being,
and long-term development, with the goal of informing educational practice, social policy, and
interventions that help children and adolescents thrive.

She leads multiple nationally funded research programmes on parenting, parent—child
interactions, social cognition, and positive youth development, including longitudinal research
within the GUSTO cohort, and works closely with stakeholders to translate research into
impact. Her research has been published in leading journals such as Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences and Child Development, and featured by the BBC, The Straits
Times, and Channel News Asia.

She currently leads research programmes funded by MOE and NUS Yong Loo Lin School of
Medicine such as: Project Honesty; Social science research in the GUSTO adolescent cohort;
Unlocking Potential: Family-centred pathways to adolescent resilience and positive identity;
Intergenerational bonding and filial piety in Singaporean families.




Professor Kristjan Kristjansson

School of Education

Professor of Character Education and Virtue Ethics

Deputy Director of the Jubilee Centre for Character and Virtues
University of Birmingham, United Kingdom

Keynote Title: The Flourishing Bandwagon in Education: From 2020 Onwards

Abstract: In this presentation, | chart the history of the bandwagon to promote flourishing as
the overall aim of education that took off around 2020, motivated by a desire on behalf of
OECD (the international policy-maker which organises the regular PISA-tests) to abandon
the Human Capital Theory from the 1970s and replace it with a flourishing paradigm - which
would then be measured as part of their international testing. The presentation,
which applies a wide lens and is aimed specifically at giving a general, critical overview of
recent developments in theory and policy, explains the Aristotelian provenance of the
flourishing construct and how various recent models of flourishing incorporate Aristotelian
elements while also venturing beyond them. | explore synergies between various modern
accounts but also delve into the difficulties accompanying the attempt to reconcile
and synergise them in an international context. Each model has its own strengths and
weaknesses, but the challenge is to combine and operationalise them into an account that is
both theoretically credible and practically feasible across the world. | end by mentioning some
objections to the construct of flourishing and discussing some potential classroom
applications of the recent flourishing paradigm.

About Prof Kristjan Kristjansson

Kristjan Kristjansson’s research orientation can best be summed up as that of Aristotle-
inspired philosophical scrutiny of theories in educational psychology and values education,
with special emphasis on the notions of character and virtuous emotions. He has written
extensively on themes in general education, moral education, educational psychology,
moral philosophy and political philosophy, and sees himself essentially as a bridge-builder
between philosophy and social science.

Kristjansson is the author of Social Freedom: The Responsibility View (C.U.P., 2006),
Justifying Emotions: Pride and Jealousy (Routledge, 2002), Justice and Desert-Based
Emotions (Ashgate, 2006), Aristotle, Emotions and Education (Ashgate, 2007), The Self
and Its Emotions (C.U.P., 2010), Virtues and Vices in Positive Psychology (C.U.P., 2013)
and Aristotelian Character Education (Routledge, 2015), the last of which was voted the
best research monograph in Education in 2015 by the British Society of Education Studies.
Kristjansson has published over 100 articles in international journals and has recently taken
over as editor of Journal of Moral Education.

He has been a Visiting Fellow at Cornell University, University of Konstanz, St. Edmund’s
College (Cambridge University) and Institute of Education (University of London). In 1997,
he was elected the Young Humanities Scholar of the Year by the Icelandic Council of
Science, and in 2011 he was presented with the Asa Gudmundsdéttir Wright Award, the
most prestigious scholarly award given annually to an Icelandic academic across the
Sciences and Humanities.




Professor Martin Knapp

E Professor of Health and Social Care Policy, Professorial
i ) Research Fellow (CPEC)
Department of Health Policy,

II. ; \ N
t The London School of Economics and Political Science, United
‘ Kingdom

Keynote Title: Research impact — how to achieve it and why it matters

Abstract: What do we mean by ‘research impact'? Why do we want it? And how do we
achieve it — i.e., how do we ensure that high-quality education research is translated into
appropriate education delivery? Professor Knapp’s presentation will draw on international
experience, including work by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD), on how to strengthen the impact of education research. He will also share
experience from his own work on research impact, particularly on how educational settings
can respond to student needs linked to mental illness and neurodiversity. This will include
looking at how economic insights from research can both strengthen the case for policy and
practice action, and support implementation.

Martin Knapp is Professor of Health and Social Care Policy at the London School of
Economics and Political Science (LSE), based in the Health Policy Department. He is also a
Professorial Research Fellow in the Care Policy and Evaluation Centre (CPEC; formerly
PSSRU) at the LSE. Since 2023, Martin has been Programme Director for the Research
Programme for Social Care, part of the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) in
England. From 2009 until 2024, he was also Director of the NIHR of the School for Social
Care Research. Martin's main research interests are in the areas of social care (often called
long-term care), child and adult mental health, dementia and neurodiversity. Much of his
work uses economic arguments and evidence to inform policy discussion and influence
practice development. His research has had wide-ranging impacts on policy and practice in
a number of fields.




Associate Professor Tan Seng Chee

Associate Vice Provost (Education Transformation)
Provost's Chair in Education

Associate Professor, Learning Sciences & Assessment,
National Institute of Education

(e

Keim_ote Title: Navigating Opportunities and Ethical Imperatives: Transforming Education
through Agentic Al

Abstract: This keynote examines the paradigm shift from generative to agentic artificial
intelligence in education. Distinguished by goal-directed autonomy, multi-step reasoning, and
the capacity to orchestrate specialised sub-agents, agentic Al systems possess
transformative potential. This presentation critically analyses their ability to enable
personalisation, optimise instructional design, and provide sophisticated, real-time
assessment frameworks. Synthesizing current research with practical applications, it
demonstrates how such architecture augments the capabilities of educators and learners.
However, the integration of these autonomous systems demands a rigorous engagement with
an emergent ethical landscape, centrally, the tension between pursuing technological
efficiency and the risks of devaluing human expertise or embedding algorithmic bias that
undermines equity. The address concludes that a principled framework for ethical adoption
is essential to ensure that technological advancement strengthens, rather than displaces, the
core values of education.

About Associate Professor Tan Seng Chee

Tan Seng Chee earned his Ph.D. in Instructional Systems from Pennsylvania State University
in the U.S.A. He holds the prestigious Provost Chair in Education and currently serves as
Associate Dean at the National Institute of Education, Nanyang Technological University,
where he oversees leadership development and teacher professional learning. Over his
career, Dr. Tan has developed and taught a diverse array of over 20 courses, spanning from
undergraduate to doctoral levels. He is also the author of university textbooks, including
“Technology for Meaningful Learning” and “Teaching and Learning with Technology.” Dr. Tan
has conducted workshops and delivered invited talks in numerous economies, including
Australia, Canada, China, Dubai, India, Malaysia, Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan, and
Vietham. He has been working at the nexus of emerging technologies, pedagogical
innovations and classroom impact. His research in education aims to push the boundaries of
teaching and learning innovation, securing over S$6 million in competitive research grants.
His investigative work includes innovative pedagogical applications with emerging
technologies, such as computer-supported collaborative learning, artificial intelligence in
education, immersive learning environments, learning analytics, eye-tracking glasses for
teacher noticing, mobile peer tutoring, and knowledge building. Dr. Tan has shared his
research findings extensively, including more than 78 journal articles, 62 conference
proceedings, 40 scholarly book chapters, 5 scholarly books, and 28 keynote presentations to
his credit.

In addition to his academic contributions, Dr. Tan has taken on various professional service
roles, including serving as an editorial board member for journals such as Instructional
Science and reviewing for Tier 1 journals like Computers & Education. He has been active on
program and organizing committees for numerous international conferences. In Singapore,
Dr. Tan has held several leadership positions, including Assistant Director in the Ministry of
Education, Co-Director of the Centre for Research & Development in Learning, Associate
Dean for Institutional Analytics and Research, and Associate Dean for the Office of Graduate
Studies and Professional Learning.




PRESENTATION STRANDS

ANNEXE C

More than 300 presentations will be featured in the form of keynote presentations,
masterclasses, paper sessions, posters, workshops and symposia. These presentations are
divided into the following strands:

1 Artificial Intelligence in Education

2 Assessment

3 Character, Citizenship and Moral Education

4 Cognition, Motivation and Learning

5 Curriculum Development

6 Early Childhood Education

7 Educational Neuroscience / Science of Learning

8 Educational Policy Research

9 Human Development and Social Emotional Learning (new)
10 | Humanities and Social Studies Education

11 ICT in Education

12 | Informal Learning

13 | Language and Literacy Education

14 | Learning Sciences

15 | Mathematics Education

16 | Mother Tongue / Bilingual Education

17 | Physical Education and Sports / Outdoor and Adventure Education
18 | Research Impact (new!)

19 | School Change and Leadership

20 | Science Education

21 Special Needs Education

22 | Teacher Quality, Teacher Learning and Development
23 | Visual and Performing Arts

24 | Others




ANNEXE D

EXTRACTED LIST OF THE NIE COLLEAGUES PRESENTING AT RPIC

The line-up of keynote speakers, paper and poster presentations, workshops and symposia
will provide an engaging platform for conference delegates to creatively explore the answers
to these critical questions. The synergy where research informs practice, and practice, in
turn, serving also to inform research is a welcomed highlight of theoretical-empirical
researcher sessions.

No

About the presentation

1

Assistant Professor Alwyn Vwen Yen Lee
Assistant Professor, Learning Sciences and Assessment

Title: Emotion-Aware Al during Learning: Rethinking Pedagogy, Feedback, and
Teacher Support

Description: As classrooms grow more digital, teachers are finding it harder to
read the room, fewer raised hands, fewer visible cues, and more students quietly
disengaging. EmoSense, developed by Asst Prof Alwyn Vwen Yen Lee at the NIE
NTU, Singapore, is an Al-powered web tool that bridge this gap by detecting
students' epistemic emotions, including curiosity, confusion, frustration, boredom,
and enjoyment, in real time through a combination of facial analytics and student
self-reports. Already piloted with primary and secondary school students in
Singapore, EmoSense gives teachers an aggregated, at-a-glance view of how their
class is feeling, enabling timely adjustments to their teaching without disrupting the
lesson. Crucially, students can affirm or challenge the Al's readings, ensuring the
tool supports rather than surveils, positioning Al not as a judge, but as a supporting
partner in the classroom.

Ms Hazel Peh
Teaching Fellow, Singapore Centre for Character and Citizenship Education

Title: Co-Curricular-Centred Whole-School Character and Citizenship Education: A
Case Study of Boon Lay Secondary School

Description: Character and Citizenship Education (CCE) increasingly calls for
whole-school approaches that embed character and citizenship learning across
students’ everyday school experiences. Yet, translating these aspirations into
coherent and intentional school-wide practices is not always straightforward. This
presentation examines how Boon Lay Secondary School has built a whole-school
approach to CCE by placing Co-Curricular Activities (CCA) at its centre, guided by
the principles of student-centricity, intentionality, and coherence. Through a
qualitative case study, this presentation explores how deliberately designed
structures, including CCA family groupings, CCA-based CCE lessons, and student
leadership opportunities, create meaningful contexts for values to be enacted, not
just taught. Key outcomes include a more caring and enabling school environment,
greater coherence between curricular and co-curricular experiences, and increased
student ownership of their own character and citizenship development. The case
offers a concrete, locally grounded model for schools seeking to embed CCE more
holistically beyond the confines of the classroom.




Professor Kenneth Poon
Dean, Research, at the Office for Research, and
Centre Director at the Centre for Research in Child Development

Title: Drivers, Enablers, and Pathways of Adolescent Development in a Changing
World: Interim Findings from the DREAMS Longitudinal Study in Singapore

Description: What drives some teenagers to thrive through secondary school
while others struggle? The DREAMS study, Drivers, Enablers, and Pathways of
Adolescent Development in Singapore, is one of the largest and most
comprehensive efforts to answer that question. Tracking over 7,000 students from
Secondary One through to the end of secondary education, the nationally
representative study examines how adolescents develop across four key areas:
career and educational aspirations, identity and agency, social relationships, and
lifestyle and well-being. Drawing on annual student surveys alongside parent and
teacher reports, interim findings shed light on how career clarity, self-efficacy,
friendship patterns, and daily habits shape teenagers' mental health and school
experience, offering evidence that can directly inform how schools, families, and
policymakers support young people through one of the most formative periods of
their lives.

Professor Kenneth Poon
Dean, Research, at the Office for Research, and
Centre Director at the Centre for Research in Child Development

Title: Unequal Starting Points, Divergent Pathways: Subgroup Analyses of Risk,
Resilience, and Support in the DREAMS Longitudinal Study

Description: Not all teenagers start secondary school on equal footing, and how
they fare depends on far more than academic ability alone. This study draws on the
DREAMS longitudinal study to examine how adolescents navigate secondary
school, with special focus on students from financially disadvantaged backgrounds
those with special educational needs, and those tracked since preschool or primary
school. Our findings reveal that students with special educational needs or home
backgrounds can follow very different developmental paths. We examine the
contributions of school environment, peer relationships, and the support available
to them. We also examine how early signs of risk or resilience can be identified
whilst the student is in primary school, as well as how school climate and teacher-
student relationships can be predictors of well-being for students with SEN. The
findings imply that it is possible and necessary to identify and develop interventions
that are differentiated for the needs of students in secondary schools.

Associate Professor Suzanne Choo
Head of Research, Singapore Centre for Character & Citizenship Education

Title: CCE in an Age of Artificial Intelligence (Al)

Description: As artificial intelligence reshapes how people work, learn, and relate
to one another, schools face an urgent question: what kind of person should
education be cultivating in an Al-mediated world? This symposium, led by Assoc
Prof Suzanne Choo at NIE, examines how CCE must evolve in response to five
converging pressures, Fractured societies, Ecological deterioration, Atrtificial
intelligence, Resiliency breakdown, and Social media, collectively framed as
FEARS. Rather than treating Al as simply a tool for learning efficiency, the
research argues for a human-centred approach to education that foregrounds




ethics, critical discernment, and the irreplaceable relational work of teachers.
Drawing on studies across initial teacher education and classroom practice, the
symposium offers a framework for schools navigating what it means to remain
deeply human in an increasingly automated world.

Associate Professor Azilawati Jamaludin
Associate Professor, Learning Sciences and Assessment Department and
Assistant Centre Director, Science of Learning in Education Centre

Title: A Neurocognitively Informed, Multi-Level Playful Learning Architecture
(MLPA) for Early Mathematics

Description:

What if a playground could teach children mathematics? Researchers at NIE have
developed the MLPLA, a framework that transforms outdoor play spaces into
intentionally designed numeracy environments for preschoolers. Grounded in
neuroscience and developmental psychology, MLPLA maps playground activities
to mathematical cognition, while embedding multisensory, interactive elements that
engage children's executive functions and social-emotional skills through goal-
directed play, collaborative problem-solving, and turn-taking. The approach is
designed with equity in mind, giving under-served populations including
neurodivergent learners access to early numeracy support that has historically
been out of reach. By translating research evidence into physical learning
environments, MLPLA presents a scalable, play-based pathway for closing early
numeracy gaps before formal schooling begins.

Ms Hannah Ong
Research Assistant, Psychology and Child & Human Development Department

Title: Emotion Explorers: Pedagogical Considerations Behind Creating a Novel
Mindfulness-Informed Socio-Emotional Program for Preschoolers

Description: When a child had a meltdown in class, a classmate stepped in, not
with words, but with a breathing exercise they had learned together weeks earlier.
This moment, observed by facilitators of the Emotion Explorers programme,
captures what the six-week mindfulness-informed social-emotional learning
initiative is designed to achieve. Developed for Singaporean preschoolers and run
across twelve 30-minute sessions, Emotion Explorers equips young children with
foundational skills to understand and regulate their emotions through sequenced,
experiential activities. Thematic analysis of facilitator reflections revealed strong
child engagement and authentic uptake of skills beyond the classroom setting,
suggesting that with the right design, even the youngest learners can begin to build
the emotional literacy that underpins lifelong well-being.

This project is an intervention project under 'Singapore Longitudinal EArly
Development Study (SG-Leads)', titled 'Enhancing Family's Capacity to Support
Children's Self-Regulation and Social Skills Development'. The project is funded by
A*STAR under its Human Potential — Prenatal/ Early Childhood Grant
(H24P2M0009).

Assoc Prof Eddy KM Chong
Head, Visual & Performing Arts Department

Title: Ancient and Modern Wisdoms for Deep (Human) Learning in the Age of
GenAl




Description: In the race to respond to generative Al, education systems risk
overlooking what thinkers from Aristotle to Confucius figured out long ago: that
deep learning is fundamentally a human endeavour. The paper draws on ancient
Greek and Chinese wisdom alongside the learning insights of Nobel Prize-winning
physicist Richard Feynman and the latest findings from neuroscience to argue for a
renewed focus on deep human learning in the age of Al. The result is a teaching
and learning framework that synthesises timeless pedagogical principles with
contemporary understanding of how the brain works, one that not only supports
genuine comprehension, but also lays the groundwork for creative and innovative
thinking. At a time when students have unprecedented access to Al-generated
answers, the framework offers educators a principled case for why the quality of
human thinking still matters most.

Dr Guo Libo
Lecturer, English Language & Literature Department

Title: The aesthetic semiotics of shopfronts in neighborhood shops in Singapore

Description: Walk through any neighbourhood shopping centre in Singapore and
the signage tells a story far richer than the shop names suggest. Dr Guo Libo at
NIE examines how local shop owners in two Singapore neighbourhood centres use
language, script, and visual design to craft a positive public image in one of the
world's most linguistically diverse societies. Through first-hand fieldwork, the study
finds that while English dominates across all shop sign types, Chinese remains the
preferred language for primary shop names on bilingual and multilingual signs,
often rendered in traditional calligraphic styles that carry deep cultural resonance.
The research argues that these choices are not arbitrary, but shaped by a layered
mix of national language policy, ethnic identity, demographic structure, and social
aesthetic sensibilities, offering fresh insights into how multiliteracies and cultural
identity play out in everyday public spaces.

10

Associate Professor Sun He
Associate Professor, Asian Languages & Cultures Department

Title: Parents’ Perception on Children’s Mother Tongue Language Reading in
Singapore: A Q-Method Study

Description: Why do Singaporean parents rarely read in Mandarin with their
children? Assoc Prof Sun He and team find two pathways that address this gap
between belief and behavior. A Q-Methodology study with 61 English-Mandarin
bilingual parents found an overwhelming consensus amongst parents that reading
in Mandarin is important for their child’s development. However, many struggle to
put this into practice. Common challenges include lack of time, limited access to
suitable books, and a desire to respect children’s reading preferences. Two profiles
of parents emerged: Parents who do not read at all, and parents whose reading
habits are dominated by English materials. Rather than a one-size-fits-all approach,
the findings suggest that more targeted support addressing individual pain points is
needed to help families build Mandarin reading habits at home.

11

Dr Kee Kiak Nam
Lecturer, Psychology and Child & Human Development Department

Title: Perspectives of Special Education Educators in Singapore on Preparing
Their Students to be Future-Ready




Description: For more than three decades, post-school outcomes for students with
moderate to severe disabilities have remained persistently poor, with the majority
facing unemployment, underemployment, or social isolation after leaving school. Dr
Kee Kiak Nam at NIE examines how special education (SPED) educators in
Singapore approach the challenge of preparing these students for 21st-century
living and working, particularly within the constraints of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Through in-depth interviews and focus group discussions with teachers and school
leaders, the study finds that educators adopt a pragmatic, vocation-oriented
approach shaped by a strong sense of professional calling, but that the concept of
"future readiness" remains insufficiently defined and operationalised for students
with disabilities. The research calls for a fundamental rethinking of SPED, moving
away from a generalised prescribed curriculum towards a dynamic,
transdisciplinary model that is adaptable, individualised, and genuinely fit for an
unpredictable future.

END OF MEDIA RELEASE




