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1 JULY 2026

MEDIA RELEASE

TEACHERS’ INVESTITURE CEREMONY (TIC) FOR THE CLASS OF 2026

1.

2.

3.

The National Institute of Education, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore
(NIE, NTU Singapore) celebrates the graduation of 979 new and returning teachers joining the
Singapore education service on 1 and 2 July 2026.

Minister for Education and Minister-in-Charge of Social Services Integration,
Mr Desmond Lee, will grace TIC, Ceremony 1 on Wednesday, 1 July 2026 at 3.00pm. Acting
Minister for Culture, Community and Youth, and Senior Minister of State for Education,
Mr David Neo, will grace TIC, Ceremony 2 on Wednesday, 1 July 2026 at 7.00pm. Minister
of State for Education and Minister of State for Digital Development and Information, Ms
Jasmin Lau, will grace TIC, Ceremony 3 on Thursday, 2 July 2026 at 9.30am.

Of the 52 award recipients, eleven will be receiving multiple awards. They are:

S/N

Name

Programme

Awards

Ceremony 1 (C1), 1 July 2026, 3.00pm

1 Lim Qun Hao | Bachelor of e Rotary International 75th
(2 awards) Science in Anniversary Gold Medal
Mathematics & e The NIE Award
Valedictorian | Computational
for C1 Thinking and
Education
2 Brian Chew Bachelor of e Lee Kuan Yew Gold Medal
(Zhou Yikai) Science in e Sng Yew Chong Award
(2 awards) Mathematics &
Computational
Thinking and
Education
3 Keith Teo Zhe | Bachelor of ¢ Singapore National Olympic
Ming Science in Sport Council Book Prize
(2 awards) Science and e Sport Singapore Book Prize
Education

o

&
An Institute of

NANYANG
TECHNOLOGICAL
UNIVERSITY

SINGAPORE



www.ntu.edu.sg/nie

N
‘ Nanys: Walk S ) 637616
N I E N Reg No. 2 3R
NATIONAL
INSTITUTE OF
EDUCATION
SINGAPORE
4 Lim Hwee Min | Bachelor of Singapore Mathematical Society
Vivian Science in Book Prize
(2 awards) Mathematics & The Mathematics Book Prize
Computational
Thinking and
Education
5 Teo Ming Bachelor of Arts in Lee Kuan Yew Gold Medal
Chong Ryan | Geography and Pacific Andes Book Prize
(2 awards) Education
6 Kang Hong Postgraduate Beng Kim Holdings Book Prize
Tuck (Jiang Diploma in Wong Hee Hua Memorial Prize
Hongda) Education (Primary)
(2 awards)
Ceremony 2 (C2), 1 July 2026, 7.00pm
7 Tam Ye Ting | Postgraduate NIE Gold Medal
(3 awards) Diploma in Rotary International 75th
Education Anniversary Gold Medal
Valedictorian | (secondary) The NIE Award
for C2
8 Ong Kai Le, Postgraduate History Association of Singapore
Warren Diploma in Book Prize
(2 awards) Education Justice Choor Singh Book Prize
(Secondary)

Ceremony 3 (C3), 2 July 2026, 9.30am

9 Ong Jing Ning | Diploma in Special Rotary International 75th
(2 awards) Education Anniversary Gold Medal
The Lien Foundation Book Prize
Valedictorian
for C3
10 Bao Chun Diploma in The Dr Lau Wai Har Book Prize
(2 awards) Education The Dr Ong Yong Peng Book
Prize
11 Nur Lutfiah Diploma in The Dr Muhammad Ariff Ahmad
Izdihar Binte | Education CCE Book Prize
Muhammed The Singapore Malay Teachers'
Ali Union Book Prize
(2 awards)

(Please refer to Annex B for the full list of prizes, awards and recipients and Annex C for the

profiles of the graduands shortlisted for media interview)
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MEDIA INVITATION

Date/Time : Ceremony 1
Wednesday, 1 July 2026 / 3.00pm to 5.00pm

Ceremony 2
Wednesday, 1 July 2026 / 7.00pm to 9.00pm

Ceremony 3
Thursday, 2 July 2026 / 9.30am to 11.30am

(Please refer to Annex A for the programme)

Venue :  NTU Nanyang Auditorium
50 Nanyang Avenue, Singapore 639798

Things to Note : Please be seated 20 minutes before the start of
ceremony.

Please RSVP by 30 June 2026, 5.00pm.

For scheduling of interviews and media queries, please contact:

Ms Kong Zheng Teng

Executive

Public, International & Alumni Relations
National Institute of Education

Tel: 6790 3034 / 8428 5297

Email: zhengteng.kong@nie.edu.sg

Ms Chin Wen Hui

Manager, Media Relations

Public, International & Alumni Relations
National Institute of Education

Tel: 6790 3616 / 9230 7770

Email: wenhui.chin@nie.edu.sg

mailto:zhengteng.kong@nie.edu.sg
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ABOUT THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION (NIE), SINGAPORE

The National Institute of Education (NIE), an autonomous institute of the Nanyang
Technological University (NTU), Singapore is among the world's top education institutes,
renowned for its excellence in teacher education, education research and content research.
Founded in 1950, NIE has played a pivotal role in developing Singapore's teaching workforce.

In a dynamic education milieu, NIE prepares teachers with the requisite values, skills and
knowledge to meet the continuous demands of diverse learners across the lifespan. The
quality of NIE programmes is based on evidence-informed reviews and delivered with
transformative pedagogies in digitally-mediated learning spaces. NIE’s degree, higher degree
and professional development programmes offer global perspectives through international
practice and semester exchanges, while 21t Century pedagogies, multidisciplinary curricula
and service-learning initiatives help to develop the holistic reflective practitioner and school
leader. To further Singapore’s expertise and capabilities in Character and Citizenship
Education (CCE), Singapore Centre for CCE was established with the Singapore Ministry of
Education (MOE) in 2023. The Institute offers the only full-time sports-related undergraduate
degree programme in Sport Science & Management that provides academic and professional
pathways to sports-related careers.

NIE is ranked among the world’s top institutions for research in education and education-
related disciplines. Its research philosophy is focused on impacting school practices,
enhancing programmes, informing policy formation and ultimately, improving student learning
outcomes. With its highly reputable education programmes and rich research culture, it has
built strategic alliances with many other renowned institutions in the US, Europe and Asia-
Pacific regions.

Recognising the need to anticipate, adapt, advance and be sustainable, NIE is growing its
regional and global impact in areas such as Child and Human Development, Values and
Ethics, Science of Learning, Artificial Intelligence and Emerging Technologies, as well as
Assessment and Evaluation. It will further its vision to lead the future of education and play its
part in helping to address Singapore and humanity's grand challenges in an ever-evolving
world.

For more information, please visit: www.ntu.edu.sg/nie.
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ANNEX A

THE NIE TEACHERS’ INVESTITURE CEREMONY FOR THE CLASS OF 2026

PROGRAMME

Academic Procession enters

National Anthem

Commencement of Ceremony
Address by NIE Director

Address by Guest-of-Honour
Presentation of Folders to Graduands
Speech by Valedictorian

Presentation of Folders to Graduands

Presentation of Awards and Prizes

Presentation of Outstanding Youth in Education Awards (OYEA) — Only for C1

Deputy Director-General of Education’s Welcome Address
Teachers' Pledge

National Anthem

Academic Procession leaves

End of Ceremony




ANNEX B
PLEASE CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY
EMBARGOED UNTIL AFTER DELIVERY ON 1 JULY 2026, 5.00PM

CEREMONY 1: PRIZES AND AWARDS

WEDNESDAY, 1 JULY 2026, 3.00PM

THE NIE TEACHERS’ INVESTITURE CEREMONY (CLASS OF 2026)
2 EH BB R SEAL

BACHELOR OF ARTS (DOUBLE MAJOR PROGRAMMES)/BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
(DOUBLE MAJOR PROGRAMMES)

X%/ HE GRE) REENEWFELFA

LEE KUAN YEW GOLD MEDAL
TR
Awarded for best performance in general proficiency throughout the programme of study and

for attaining Honours (Highest Distinction) in the Bachelor of Arts in an Academic Discipline
and Education

Teo Ming Chong Ryan

Awarded for best performance in general proficiency throughout the programme of study and
for attaining Honours (Highest Distinction) in the Bachelor of Science in an Academic Discipline
and Education

Brian Chew (Zhou Yikai)

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL 75TH ANNIVERSARY GOLD MEDAL
th#ett 75 RE SR

Awarded for outstanding leadership and dedication to student activities in the Institute or
services to the community

Lim Qun Hao
Lim Qun Hao is also the Valedictorian of his cohort for Ceremony 1.

SNG YEW CHONG AWARD

SNG YEW CHONG %

Awarded for overall best performance in the Bachelor of Science in an Academic Discipline
and Education

Brian Chew (Zhou Yikai)

THE NIE AWARD

E B H ek

Awarded for excellence in academic studies and service to the Institute’s community

Lim Qun Hao



ASSOCIATION OF MATHEMATICS EDUCATORS BOOK PRIZE
BIBEEDBEL

Awarded for best performance in the Teaching of Mathematics in the Bachelor of Arts in an
Academic Discipline and Education or Bachelor of Science in an Academic Discipline and
Education

Rayner Tan Chek Khai

DR WU TEH YAO BOOK PRIZE
DR WU TEH YAO H&x%

Awarded for best performance in Chinese Studies in the Bachelor of Arts in Chinese Studies
and Education, including a Distinction or Credit in the final Practicum

Li Na

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BOARD BOOK PRIZE
N RERTEX

Awarded for best performance in Biology in the Bachelor of Science in Biology and Education
Lim Jing Shyan

PACIFIC ANDES BOOK PRIZE
PACIFIC ANDES &%

Awarded for best performance in Geography in the Bachelor of Arts in Geography and
Education, including a Distinction or Credit in the final Practicum

Teo Ming Chong Ryan

PETROCHINA BOOK PRIZE
HhEA PR
Awarded for best performance in the Teaching of Primary Social Studies in the Bachelor of

Arts in an Academic Discipline and Education or Bachelor of Science in an Academic
Discipline and Education

Parvathi Ballery D/O Sagar

SEMBCORP MARINE BOOK PRIZE

ERHEE R

Awarded for best performance in History in the Bachelor of Arts in History and Education,
including a Distinction or Credit in the final Practicum

Ethan Chia Yong Keat

SINGAPORE MATHEMATICAL SOCIETY BOOK PRIZE

I e et A

Awarded for best performance in Mathematics in the Bachelor of Science in Mathematics &
Computational Thinking and Education, secondary track

Lim Hwee Min Vivian

SINGAPORE MUSLIM TEACHERS’ CO-OPERATIVE LTD BOOK PRIZE
P HHRBITE A A RA T HER



Awarded for best performance in Malay Studies in the Bachelor of Arts in Malay Studies and
Education, including a Distinction or Credit in the final Practicum

Nur Natasha Binte Mohamed Khairuddin

SINGAPORE NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF CHEMISTRY-MATERIALS RESEARCH SOCIETY
OF SINGAPORE BOOK PRIZE

FOIN B AL RT R 2 BT 4R
Awarded for best performance in Chemistry in the Bachelor of Science in Chemistry and
Education

Yue Keng Hon, Bryan

SINGAPORE NATIONAL OLYMPIC COUNCIL BOOK PRIZE
PN RB=FER

Awarded for best performance in the Sports Studies component of the Bachelor of Science in
Sport Science and Education

Keith Teo Zhe Ming

Awarded for best performance in the Physical Education Instructional (Pedagogy) courses in
the Bachelor of Science in Sport Science and Education, including a Distinction in the final
Practicum

Nihal Hameed S/O Shahul Hameed

SPORT SINGAPORE BOOK PRIZE
P EEESHER

Awarded for best performance in the Sports Science component of the Bachelor of Science in
Sport Science and Education

Nigel Tan Jun Jie

Awarded for best performance in the Teaching of Physical Education in the Bachelor of Science
in Sport Science and Education

Keith Teo Zhe Ming

THE ART BOOK PRIZE
ZRPFER

Awarded for best performance in Art in the Bachelor of Arts in Art and Education
Nitya Niedu

THE ASSOCIATION OF NANYANG UNIVERSITY GRADUATES BOOK PRIZE
FFERZEVE S BER

Awarded for best performance in Music in the Bachelor of Arts in Music and Education
Tan Lai Cheng, Dylan

THE DR MUHAMMAD ARIFF AHMAD CCE BOOK PRIZE
THE DR MUHAMMAD ARIFF AHMAD CCE i3



Awarded for best performance in Character and Citizenship Education (in Malay Language) in
the Bachelor of Arts in Malay Studies and Education, including a Distinction or Credit in
Practicum

Nur Syafiqah Binte Mohamed Kalib

THE DR ONG YONG PENG BOOK PRIZE
EARAELRES LSRBEEHREL

Awarded for best performance in Character and Citizenship Education (in Chinese Language)
in the Bachelor of Arts in Chinese Studies and Education, including a Distinction or Credit in
Practicum

Teo Jing Wen

THE IPS BOOK PRIZE
BN T BT 15454

Awarded for best performance in Physics in the Bachelor of Science in Physics & Energy
Studies and Education, including a Distinction or Credit in the final Practicum

Russell Ng Bo Xuan

THE MATHEMATICS BOOK PRIZE

BFEPEL

Awarded for best performance in Academic Subject Mathematics in the Bachelor of Science
in Mathematics & Computational Thinking and Education

Lim Hwee Min Vivian

THE SINGAPORE INSTITUTE OF BIOLOGY BOOK PRIZE
PO A ST R

Awarded for best performance in Biology and excel in the research course in the Bachelor of
Science in Biology and Education

Vishvar S/O Muthu Veeran

THE TAN POEY QUEE PRACTICUM BOOK PRIZE
TAN POEY QUEE PRACTICUM H&¥%

Awarded for best performance in the Teaching Practicum in the Bachelor of Arts in an Academic
Discipline and Education or Bachelor of Science in an Academic Discipline and Education

Ng Yu Heng

THE VICTOR NEO BOOK PRIZE

VICTOR NEOH£%

Awarded for best performance in English Language & Linguistics in the Bachelor of Arts in
English Language & Linguistics and Education

Amanda Louise Binny

‘ POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN EDUCATION (PRIMARY)
KEZEENEELWSUERE (IF)




NIE GOLD MEDAL
EEE B

Awarded for best performance in the Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Primary)

Ong Wei Teng

ASSOCIATION OF MATHEMATICS EDUCATORS BOOK PRIZE

BB EEDPEL

Awarded for best performance in the Teaching of Mathematics in the Postgraduate Diploma
in Education (Primary), including a Distinction or Credit in Practicum

Chng Tsang Sheng (Zhuang Cangsheng)

BENG KIM HOLDINGS BOOK PRIZE

HARARAF L

Awarded for best performance in Subject Knowledge courses in Mathematics in the Postgraduate
Diploma in Education (Primary)

Kang Hong Tuck (Jiang Hongda)

NIE BOOK PRIZE FOR THE TEACHING OF SCIENCE (PRIMARY)
EHEHERRERE AR

Awarded for best performance in the Teaching of Science in the Postgraduate Diploma in
Education (Primary), including a Distinction or Credit in Practicum

Tan Yu Yun

SINGAPORE TEACHERS' UNION BOOK PRIZE
PTANEBOT & TR

Awarded for best performance in Practicum in the Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Primary)

T Pariveen

THE DR ONG YONG PENG BOOK PRIZE
EARAELRES ARBEEHREXL

Awarded for best performance in Character and Citizenship Education (in Chinese
Language) in the Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Teaching of Chinese Language at
Primary Level), including a Distinction or Credit in Practicum

Xu Junhui

THE DR SHILA FERNANDEZ PRIZE
DL REATER LR

Awarded for best performance in the Teaching of English Language (with at least a B+ grade
in Communication Skills for Teachers) in the Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Primary)

Estee Lee

WONG HEE HUA MEMORIAL PRIZE
WONG HEE HUA £4&%



Awarded for best performance in Mathematics in the Postgraduate Diploma in Education
(Primary)

Kang Hong Tuck (Jiang Hongda)
Awarded for best performance in Music in the Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Primary)

Yip Yee Sing, Vanessa

Please refer to next page for Ceremony 2 list of winners



PLEASE CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY
EMBARGOED UNTIL AFTER DELIVERY ON 1 JULY 2026, 7.00PM

CEREMONY 2: PRIZES AND AWARDS

WEDNESDAY, 1 JULY 2026, 9.00PM

POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN EDUCATION (SECONDARY)

REEWVEE LW SCERRE (h#)

NIE GOLD MEDAL
EEE B

Awarded for best performance in the Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Secondary/Junior

College)
Tam Ye Ting
Tam Ye Ting is also the Valedictorian of her cohort for Ceremony 2.

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL 75TH ANNIVERSARY GOLD MEDAL
it 75 RESEE

Awarded for outstanding leadership and dedication to student activities in the Institute or
services to the community

Tam Ye Ting

THE NIE AWARD
EEE B

Awarded for excellence in academic studies and service to the Institute’s community
Tam Ye Ting

ASSOCIATION OF MATHEMATICS EDUCATORS BOOK PRIZE
BIBEEDSBEL

Awarded for best performance in the Teaching of Mathematics in the Postgraduate Diploma
in Education (Secondary/Junior College), including a Distinction or Credit in Practicum

Hao Yi

GEOGRAPHY TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION OF SINGAPORE BOOK PRIZE
FrANSCIBON P K

Awarded for best performance in the Teaching of Geography in the Postgraduate Diploma in
Education (Secondary/Junior College), including a Distinction or Credit in Practicum

Chen Xintong

HISTORY ASSOCIATION OF SINGAPORE BOOK PRIZE
Bringn e FIFER

Awarded for best performance in the Teaching of History in the Postgraduate Diploma in
Education (Secondary/Junior College), including a Distinction or Credit in Practicum

Ong Kai Le, Warren



JUSTICE CHOOR SINGH BOOK PRIZE
CHOOR SINGH =E g%

Awarded for best performance in the Education Studies component of the Postgraduate
Diploma in Education, including a Distinction in Practicum

Ong Kai Le, Warren

NIE BOOK PRIZE FOR THE TEACHING OF SCIENCE (SECONDARY/JUNIOR COLLEGE)
E B E FR A Bk

Awarded for best performance in the Teaching of Science in the Postgraduate Diploma in
Education (Secondary/Junior College), including a Distinction or Credit in Practicum

Leow Chen Yen

SINGAPORE CHINESE TEACHERS’ UNION BOOK PRIZE

FINBAESCEIT S SR

Awarded for best performance in the Curriculum Studies in Chinese in the Postgraduate Diploma
in Education, including a Distinction or Credit in Practicum

Heng Xin Yee

POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN EDUCATION (JUNIOR COLLEGE)

REENEH LW SUERRE (F15Hbr)

SINGAPORE TEACHERS’ UNION BOOK PRIZE
PO o 2 PFEL

Awarded for best performance in Practicum in the Postgraduate Diploma in Education
(Secondary/Junior College)

Tan Jit Ann Joshua

POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN EDUCATION (PHYSICAL EDUCATION)

REBNEE EWSUERE ()

C. KUNALAN BOOK PRIZE

C. KUNALAN %

Awarded for best performance in the Physical Education component of the Postgraduate
Diploma in Education (Physical Education), including a Distinction or Credit in Practicum

Foo Jun Wei

HARRY TAN ENG KWANG BOOK PRIZE

TS it A

Awarded for best performance in skills-based courses in the Postgraduate Diploma in
Education (Physical Education), including a Distinction or Credit in Practicum

Foong Kah Meng Scott



Please refer to next page for Ceremony 3 list of winners



PLEASE CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY
EMBARGOED UNTIL AFTER DELIVERY ON 2 JULY 2026, 11.30AM

CEREMONY 3: PRIZES AND AWARDS

WEDNESDAY, 2 JULY 2026, 9.30AM

DIPLOMA IN EDUCATION

BEERE

THE NIE AWARD
ENEE X

Awarded for excellence in academic studies and service to the Institute’s community
Siti Humaira Binte Abdul Aziz

THE DR LAU WAI HAR BOOK PRIZE
XEBELPEER
Awarded for best performance in Chinese Language in the Diploma in Education (Teaching of

Chinese Language at Primary Level) programmes, including a Distinction or Credit in
Practicum

Bao Chun

THE DR MUHAMMAD ARIFF AHMAD CCE BOOK PRIZE

THE DR MUHAMMAD ARIFF AHMAD CCE %

Awarded for best performance in Character and Citizenship Education (in Malay Language) in
the Diploma in Education (Teaching of Malay Language at Primary Level), including a
Distinction or Credit in Practicum

Nur Lutfiah Izdihar Binte Muhammed Ali

THE DR ONG YONG PENG BOOK PRIZE
BN R I o = PR

Awarded for best performance in Character and Citizenship Education (in Chinese Language)
in the Diploma in Education (Teaching of Chinese Language at Primary Level), including a
Distinction or Credit in Practicum

Bao Chun

THE SINGAPORE MALAY TEACHERS’ UNION BOOK PRIZE
IpIIE Ep - AR

Awarded for best performance in the Diploma in Education (Malay Specialisation)

Nur Lutfiah Izdihar Binte Muhammed Ali

THE SINGAPORE TAMIL TEACHERS’ UNION BOOK PRIZE
FTANBIRAIRB ot > FFEX

Awarded for best performance in the Diploma in Education (Tamil Specialisation)



M Sagiitha

DIPLOMA IN ART EDUCATION

SAREHEERE

YU SHE YUEN BOOK PRIZE
YU SHE YUEN %

Awarded for best performance in the Teaching of Art in the Diploma in Education or Diploma
in Art Education

Indra D/O Balakrishnan

DIPLOMA IN PHYSICAL EDUCATION

HHEEAEXERE
PROFESSOR SIM WONG KOOI GOLD MEDAL
THESHER AR

Awarded for best performance in the Diploma in Physical Education
G Mathanraj

HARRY TAN ENG KWANG BOOK PRIZE
BREOEHFER

Awarded for best performance in skills-based courses in the Diploma in Physical Education

Xavier Cheong Wen Jie

THE TAN POEY QUEE PRACTICUM BOOK PRIZE
TAN POEY QUEE PRACTICUM %
Awarded for best performance in the Teaching Practicum (Diploma Programme)

Nor Natasha Binte Mohd Norzaidi

DIPLOMA IN SPECIAL EDUCATION

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL 75TH ANNIVERSARY GOLD MEDAL
it 75 RESEE

Awarded for outstanding leadership and dedication to student activities in the Institute or
services to the community

Ong Jing Ning
Ong Jing Ning is also the Valedictorian of her cohort for Ceremony 3.

THE LIEN FOUNDATION BOOK PRIZE

ERESSHEX

Awarded for best performance in general proficiency throughout the programme of study in
the Diploma in Special Education (Special Educational Needs Officers)



Ong Jing Ning
Rachel Lau Hui En

Awarded for best performance in general proficiency throughout the programme of study in
the Diploma in Special Education (Special Education Schools’ Teachers)

Lim Yong Xin

Ong Shao Qin

‘ DIPLOMA IN SCHOOL COUNSELLING

NIE GOLD MEDAL
EVBH FhERER

Awarded for Best Performance in the Diploma in School Counselling

Foong Yoke Kaye



ANNEX C

PROFILES OF GRADUANDS SHORTLISTED FOR MEDIA INTERVIEW

EMBARGOED UNTIL AFTER DELIVERY ON 1 JULY 2026, 3.00PM
Ceremony 1: 1 July 2026, Wednesday, 3.00pm

1

Lim Qun Hao (Mr)

Bachelor of Science in
Mathematics &
Computational Thinking
and Education

Valedictorian for C1

Seeing Potential Beyond the Score

When Qun Hao fell short of expectations in H2 Mathematics,
his teacher chose not to define him by the result. Instead, his
teacher took time to understand what was holding him back
and helped him work towards the potential he saw in him.
Years later, Qun Hao would graduate from NIE’s Bachelor of
Science in Mathematics & Computational Thinking and
Education Double Major Programme with Honours (Highest
Distinction), The NIE Award and the Rotary International 75th
Anniversary Gold Medal.

Qun Hao’s decision to teach was affirmed after National
Service, when he returned to his alma mater as a relief
educator and shadowed teachers who had once taught him,
giving him a first-hand glimpse of the care, patience and
purpose behind the profession. At the NIE, Qun Hao
combined academic excellence with service and leadership,
serving as President of the NIE Student Teachers’ Club and
contributing to overseas service-learning projects including
SALT Cambodia, SALT Vietnam and Project Love Sikkim.
These experiences and the relationships he built shaped his
belief that education is not only about individual achievement,
but about building communities where others can grow.

Now, Qun Hao sees good teaching as more than knowing the
content or explaining it clearly. Through coursework and
practicum, he learnt the importance of understanding
learners, anticipating difficulties, pacing lessons thoughtfully
and making deliberate decisions so that students have
meaningful access to learning. Stepping into the classroom,
he hopes to bring both rigour and care into the Mathematics
classroom, especially for students who may test boundaries,
struggle to express themselves or seem disengaged. For
him, the students who are hardest to reach often need
patience, consistency and, most of all, someone who
believes in them.

Qistina Binte
Muhamad Ja’afar (Ms)

Bachelor of Arts in
Malay Studies and
Education

Growing Into Purpose: A Journey of Language, Learning
and Heart

For Qistina, the journey towards teaching was not one she
had fully mapped out from the beginning. She first pursued
Malay because she was academically confident in it. It was
only during Junior College, through H2 Malay Literature, that
she began to see the language as more than a subject. Malay
became a living connection to culture, history and identity.
Having once viewed it as compulsory rather than meaningful,




she now hopes to help students discover personal relevance
and joy in the language.

At the NIE, Qistina’s leadership journey in the Teaching
Scholars Programme Club saw her serve as Special Projects
Director, President and later Honorary Mentor. Through
organising events, leading committees and working with
scholars from different disciplines, Qistina learnt the
importance of collaboration, resilience and communication.
Overseas experiences in Cambodia, Taiwan, Sydney and
Perth broadened her view of education, gave her a deeper
appreciation of educational privilege and strengthened her
adaptability, empathy and appreciation for learning across
different contexts.

These experiences shaped Qistina into a reflective,
adaptable and empathetic educator who believes that
learning should nurture the whole child, not just academic
performance. Her practicum reaffirmed this belief when
students shared that they felt seen, supported and excited to
attend Malay lessons. Qistina hopes to create classrooms
filled with hope, creativity and confidence, where students
walk in thinking, “I want to learn Malay,” rather than, “I have
no choice but to learn Malay.”

Nandini
Sivakumar (Ms)

Bachelor of Arts in Tamil
Studies and Education

Inspiring Pride Through Language and Culture

Nandini’s journey to teaching grew from a deep love for Tamil
language, literature, arts and culture. Although she was not
always a high-performing student in primary school, her
steady progress through secondary school and junior college
shaped her belief in growth through perseverance. Her
passion for Tamil deepened through novels, literature texts
and the support of teachers who encouraged her to pursue
the language at a higher level.

A defining milestone came in Junior College, where Nandini
studied Tamil Language and Literature under the Tamil
Language Elective Programme and went on to take the
subject at H3 level, becoming the only student in Singapore
to do so that year. This achievement, which was featured in
Tamil Murasu, strengthened her desire to share her love for
the language with future generations. Having observed peers
who were hesitant to take pride in their mother tongue and
culture, she was inspired to become a Tamil teacher who
could help students embrace both with confidence.

At the NIE, Nandini grew through experiences that shaped
her both personally and professionally. Hall life taught her
independence and gave her treasured friendships, while
semester exchange broadened her cross-cultural
understanding. Through NIE’s modules and practicum, she
came to see teaching as more than imparting subject
knowledge. Guided by the belief that teachers teach
students, not just subjects, she hopes to build classrooms




grounded in empathy, care and holistic development, where
students feel seen, supported and proud of their language
and identity.

Nuruzzulfaa Binte
Rusli (Ms)

Bachelor of Arts in
Malay Studies and
Education

Helping Students Find Their Way Forward

Nuruzzulfaa’s path to teaching was shaped by the uncertainty
she once experienced as a student. After spending two years
at Millennia Institute, she was asked to either retain or leave:
a painful turning point that left her without clear guidance on
what came next. She later pursued a Diploma in
Biotechnology at Nanyang Polytechnic, while volunteering
with Masjid Yusof Ishak’s Youth Wing and tutoring students.
Seeing her tutees gain confidence, improve academically
and begin to enjoy learning helped her realise the fulfiiment
of supporting young people through their struggles.

Nuruzzulfaa’s passion for teaching is closely tied to her belief
in the importance of the Malay language and its role in
shaping identity. Inspired by her own positive experiences in
Malay lessons, she came to see Mother Tongue not just as a
subject, but as a way for students to connect with their
culture, heritage and community. At the NIE, exposure to
diverse perspectives in Malay Studies deepened her
understanding of Malay culture, history and language. Her
final semester coincided with significant milestones in her
personal life, including marriage and the anticipation of
becoming a mother. With the support of her classmates and
lecturers, she successfully balanced these commitments
while completing her studies, gaining valuable lessons in
resilience and perseverance.

As a Malay Language teacher, Nuruzzulfaa learnt that
effective teaching begins with knowing her students well.
From designing engaging Malay Language lessons to
carefully managing classroom risks, each experience
reminded her that teaching is not just about delivering
content, but creating learning that is meaningful, safe and
relevant. Today, she hopes to be the kind of teacher who
guides and advocates for students, especially when they are
struggling, so they never feel alone in finding their next step.

Nur Syafiqah Binte
Mohamed Kalib (Ms)

Bachelor of Arts in
Malay Studies and
Education

Finding Purpose Through Every Detour

Syafigah’s journey to the NIE was shaped by resilience,
patience and a deep desire to teach. After graduating from
Ngee Ann Polytechnic with a diploma in Early Childhood
Education, she applied to NIE twice but was rejected. While
working odd jobs during the COVID period and taking a gap
year, she realised that no other path gave her the same
sense of meaning as teaching Malay Language in a primary
school. When she finally received her offer letter from the NIE
in 2022, just days after signing a contract to be a full-time
teaching assistant, it became a powerful reminder that every
delay can carry a silver lining.




At the NIE, she embraced the opportunities that helped shape
her as both an educator and person. Her semester exchange,
international practicum, BUILD and SALT experiences
broadened her worldview and taught her that education is
multifaceted, values-driven and lifelong. A particularly
unforgettable moment came during her International
Practicum in New Zealand, when she realised she had finally
arrived where she once hoped to be. Years earlier, she had
turned down an offer to study education at the University of
Auckland because of pandemic restrictions. Teaching in New
Zealand through NIE felt like a full-circle moment.

Her practicum further deepened her belief in resilience and
empathy. Guided by the Malay proverb “Muak disimpan,
segan ditelan,” she learnt not to give up when educating
children becomes challenging, as it in turn impacts the
children as well. Having once felt the disappointment of
rejection herself, she hopes to create a classroom where
students feel supported through setbacks and are reminded
that growth does not always look linear.

Sng Shan En (Mr)

Bachelor of Science in
Physics and Education

Creating Space for Growth, One Conversation at a Time

Before joining the NIE, Shan En spent five years in the Army,
working closely with young national servicemen as they
navigated questions about their future, identity and transition.
Those experiences shaped his belief that some of the most
meaningful growth happens not because someone has all the
answers, but because they are willing to listen, ask questions
and walk alongside another person through uncertainty.

Returning to formal study after several years away from
school while learning alongside peers much younger than
him brought its fair share of self-doubt and imposter
syndrome. Over time, he realised he was not alone in those
experiences. With support from the National Youth Council’s
Youth Changemakers Grant, Shan En launched
TeachersTogether, a ground-up initiative that brings student
teachers and beginning teachers together through shared
conversations and community.

Beyond the classroom, experiences during practicum and
conversations at conferences broadened Shan En’s
understanding of education as deeply relational work. A
lesson disrupted by an ICT platform failure taught him that
teaching is rarely about delivering the perfect plan. More
often, it is about responding to what is happening in front of
you and staying adaptive to the students you are teaching.

As Shan En begins his teaching journey, he hopes to create
the kind of classroom where students feel supported not only
in their learning, but also in the process of figuring out who
they are becoming as they grow up.




Li Na (Ms)

Bachelor of Arts in
Chinese Studies and
Education

Learning Anew to Teach with Greater Purpose

Li Na’s journey into education began almost twenty years
ago, when she first entered the NIE for her Diploma in
Education. A Channel 8 news report about students
struggling helplessly with Chinese had prompted her to ask:
should learning really make students feel this way? That
question shaped her lifelong mission to help students
discover how they learn best and experience learning as
meaningful, not burdensome.

Li Na’s years at Jing Shan Primary School strengthened this
belief. Through Professional Learning Communities and
learner-centred pedagogies such as Harvard Project Zero’s
Visible Thinking, SOLO Taxonomy and effective feedback
practices, she deepened her understanding of how students
think and grow. Yet after fifteen years in the classroom, Li Na
made an unconventional decision to pause her teaching
career and return to the NIE as a full-time learner.

Unlike her first experience entering the NIE in 2006, where
she was focused on learning how to teach, Li Na returned
with questions shaped by years of classroom practice: why
certain approaches work, how students learn, and what
evidence supports classroom decisions. Having completed a
Diploma in Education, she saw the Double Major Programme
as an opportunity to move beyond teaching instincts, bring
classroom experience back to the Institute, and reconnect
with educational theories and research. For her, it was not
just about pursuing another qualification, but about reflecting
on her practice and strengthening the foundations of her
professional growth.

Through her graduation research on the evolution of Chinese
language textbooks in Singapore primary schools, peer
discussions and honest feedback from lecturers, Li Na learnt
to view educational change through evidence, inquiry and
reflection. More importantly, she realised that professional
growth is not about having all the answers, but having the
humility and curiosity to keep learning. While technology
continues to transform education, Li Na believes that
teaching will always require the human touch, the ability to
notice when a child is worried, discouraged or quietly
struggling, and to respond with patience, care and
understanding.
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Liao Sheng Yang (Mr)

Postgraduate Diploma in
Education (Secondary)

Reimagining Music Learning Through Technology

Teaching was a dream that took more than a decade for Evan
(Sheng Yang) to realise. Inspired by a Primary 6 form teacher
who once invited students to her home for extra lessons over
curry chicken, he grew up wanting to be the kind of teacher
who could show students, in simple but meaningful ways, that
someone believed in them. But his path was far from
straightforward. After academic setbacks and repeated
attempts to enter the teaching service, he spent a little over a
decade building his craft as a freelance music educator.

During that time, Evan taught guitar, conducted ensembles,
wrote music curriculum for Pathlight and Rainbow Centre,
performed at Esplanade, and picked up skills ranging from
audiovisual production to Early Childhood and Special Needs
music pedagogy. In 2019, he was given the chance to pursue
a music education degree at SUSS, where he earned a
scholarship and helped grow a small music interest group into
a thriving community of musicians through the COVID-19
pandemic. After graduating, a series of life events delayed
his plans, but even through a period of ill health and a period
of time spent overseas supporting his family through a difficult
season, his desire to teach never left him. Evan applied to
NIE again in 2024 and was accepted.

At the NIE, Evan never expected to become an app
developer. Inspired by his professors’ pedagogical
knowledge and the experiences of his PGDE classmates, he
began collaborating with his peers using generative Al and
EdTech to translate their creative ideas and his classroom
experience into interactive visual tools for the classroom. One
colour-coded “falling notes” app they developed
unexpectedly helped students with dyslexia access music
learning more effectively.

Now posted to Woodgrove Secondary School, Evan has
found a supportive “Village” in school leaders and colleagues
who champion his classroom innovations. He continues to
use Al to develop tailored systems for diverse learners,
bringing to the classroom not a perfect academic record, but
deep resilience, creativity and empathy for students who
struggle. Having found his own way of learning later in life, he
hopes to help students keep trying until they find theirs.

Ho Hong Nin (Mr)

Postgraduate Diploma in
Education (Secondary)

A Second Career, A Renewed Purpose

After close to 30 years in sales and marketing across the bio-
pharmaceutical and medical device industry, Matthew’s
(Hong Nin’s) decision to become a teacher marked a bold
new chapter. Born in Hong Kong, educated in the United
States, and having built his career across Singapore and the




Asia Pacific region, he brings with him a wealth of real-world
experience. Becoming a Singapore citizen several years ago
further strengthened his desire to contribute meaningfully to
Singapore.

Matthew’s wife, an educator for more than 20 years, was a
key source of inspiration, but it was during a relief teaching
stint that his decision to teach became more personal. After
one lesson, a student drew a picture of him, a small gesture
that deeply moved him and showed him the impact a teacher
can have, even in a short time.

At the NIE, he had to adjust to student life again, learning new
pedagogies, ICT tools and classroom approaches alongside
course mates much younger than him. What began with
uncertainty turned into meaningful friendships that reminded
him that learning can happen across generations. Matthew
hopes to bring his experience, resilience and belief in lifelong
learning into the classroom, helping students connect what
they learn to the wider world and future possibilities.
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Austin Chia (Mr)

Postgraduate Diploma in
Education (Secondary)

Creating Space for Curiosity and Imagination

Austin’s journey into teaching has been shaped by art,
curiosity and a belief in the power of imagination. As a
Primary 3 student, he once told his teacher he wanted to build
a “Doraemon” flying hat and fly out of the classroom. Instead
of dismissing the idea as a child's nonsense, his teacher
encouraged him to try. The helmet he eventually made from
chopsticks and a recycled container did not fly, but the
experience stayed with him as a reminder of how teachers
can nurture imagination and bring out the best in a child.

Austin’s perspective widened during his undergraduate
studies in Interdisciplinary Sculpture at the Maryland Institute
College of Art in Baltimore, where he met people from diverse
backgrounds and experienced so many ways of living and
creating. During his time at the NIE, he continued to grow
through experiences such as the University Scholars
Leadership Symposium in Kuala Lumpur and self-initiated
pottery sessions with fellow PGDE art teachers, where the
class learnt from one another and even made teacups for
their professors.

Now, Austin hopes to create classrooms where students are
given the structure, space and confidence to “play seriously”,
to explore, experiment and learn through art. His posting to
National Junior College also carries a personal connection:
many years ago, his mother taught History at the same
school where he is now beginning his own teaching journey.
Austin hopes to continue that legacy in his own way, helping
students discover themselves and be the best version of
themselves.
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Tong Chee San (Mr)

Postgraduate Diploma in
Education (Secondary)

From the Lab to the Classroom

Chee San’s path to teaching was shaped by 13 years in
scientific research at the National University of Singapore
and Yale University. While research was intellectually
engaging, he had a growing realisation over time that what
resonated most deeply came not from discoveries at the lab
bench, but from nurturing youths and seeing them succeed.
This sense of purpose first took shape during his doctoral
studies, when he served as a Graduate Teaching Assistant
and discovered the fulfiiment of guiding students through
difficult ideas. After completing his PhD, he continued in
Teaching Assistant roles supporting courses in molecular
biology, genetics and forensic science. He later mentored
students in the MOE Science Research Programme, finding
further meaning in helping young people work through
uncertainty and grow in confidence.

After an unsuccessful application to the teaching service in
2018, Chee San continued mentoring students in the lab
while reflecting on his strengths as an educator. When he
reapplied in 2023, he did so with greater clarity and
conviction. During his time at the NIE, he rediscovered what
it meant to be a learner. Having been away from secondary
school for more than 20 years, he found himself relearning
parts of the Chemistry curriculum from the ground up, a
humbling experience that helped him understand how
students feel when they struggle with concepts others seem
to grasp easily.

Today, Chee San brings to the classroom not only deep
scientific expertise, but a belief in mentorship, service and
that no student can be reduced to a stereotype. Beyond
research, he has long served the community, from previously
serving as Air Programme Commissioner to currently serving
as National Commissioner for Youth Programme at the
Singapore Scout Association, as well as volunteering with
underprivileged residents and serving as a community first
responder.
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Isa Nuruddin Bin
Rahim (Mr)

Postgraduate Diploma in
Education (Physical
Education)

Teaching the Person, Not Just the Sport

For Isa, an interest in helping others learn first emerged
during his National Service, where he conducted medical
training for fellow servicemen. That experience eventually led
him to join the education service in 2013 as an Allied
Educator supporting PE and Mathematics. Over the years,
he moved through different education roles, from secondary
school to Outdoor Adventure Education, and later PE
teaching at ITE College West, each experience deepening
his understanding of how students learn, grow and respond
to encouragement.

At the NIE, Isa found himself learning alongside peers with
diverse experiences, including classmates who were national




floorball players and experienced teaching fellows who
shared practical wisdom from schools. His cohort’s lively
“‘makan” sessions, volleyball games and shared laughter
became more than fond memories; they reminded him that
learning happens best in a community where people support,
challenge and encourage one another.

Isa believes every child wants to and can learn when given
the right support. During practicum, he adapted a volleyball
serving activity for two students with special educational
needs, modifying the task and equipment so they could
experience success and participate with their classmates. In
another lesson, when his own volleyball demonstration fell
short, his students cheered him on with, “It's ok cher. Keep
trying!” For him, it was a humbling reminder that teachers are
learners too, and that the heart of PE lies in building
confidence, character and the courage to keep trying.
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Foo Jun Wei (Mr)

Postgraduate Diploma in
Education (Physical
Education)

Leading with Discipline, Resilience and Purpose

For Jun Wei, teaching and sport have always been deeply
connected. As a national floorball player for Team Singapore,
he sees the discipline, resilience and pursuit of excellence
required in sport as values that can shape the way he
teaches. Rather than viewing the demands of training and
teaching as competing priorities, he believes both roles
strengthen each other, giving him stories, experiences and
lessons he can share with students, especially those with
sporting aspirations of their own.

Jun Wei's decision to enter education was shaped during
National Service with the 1st Commando Battalion. Inspired
by instructors who led with conviction, toughness and
transformational leadership, he later took on the role of
instructor himself and found fulfiiment in guiding cadets
through challenges. That experience showed him the impact
of role models who believe in others and push them to grow
beyond what they think is possible.

At NIE, Jun Wei learnt to refine that leadership through
reflection, feedback and practice. Micro-teaching, practicum
and PE modules taught him that teaching is not about
perfection, but adaptability and continuous improvement. His
view of Physical Education also deepened beyond physical
performance to include confidence, teamwork, resilience and
values. Today, he hopes to bring the same spirit of excellence
into the classroom and inspire students not only to move
better, but to grow stronger in character, sport and life.
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Weers Nicole
Alexandra (Ms)

Postgraduate Diploma in
Education (Junior
College)

Meeting Students Where They Are

A former practising lawyer, Nicole brings a distinctive
perspective to the General Paper classroom, transforming
complex concepts into engaging and thought-provoking
learning experiences. Drawing on her legal background, she




designs lessons that encourage students to think critically
and examine issues from multiple viewpoints. In one lesson
taught during her teaching practicum, students stepped into
the roles of lawyers in a courtroom, debating real-world legal
cases and defending their arguments with evidence and
reasoning. In another, a deliberately rigged paper ball
competition sparked discussions about fairness, privilege
and inequality.

Her student-centred approach was further shaped when she
taught a class of student-athletes balancing demanding
training schedules alongside their studies. Recognising that
a one-size-fits-all approach would not be effective, she
adapted her lessons to better suit their needs, interests and
experiences. The experience reinforced her belief that
meaningful learning begins with understanding students and
meeting them where they are.

By connecting lessons to authentic experiences and creating
opportunities for reflection and dialogue, Nicole aims to
cultivate thoughtful, confident learners who are equipped to
engage critically with the world around them.
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Ong Jing Ning (Ms)

Diploma in Special
Education

Valedictorian for C3

Building Trust, One Student at a Time

Jing Ning’s journey into education began not from passion,
but from gratitude. Having received support from TOUCH
Young Arrows as a child from a low-income household, she
returned to the programme at 13 to tutor younger students.
What began as a sense of obligation grew into a 10-year
volunteering journey, where she discovered the meaning of
nurturing others and supporting disadvantaged families.

Although Jing Ning first considered teaching through the
MOE Junior College Teaching Internship Programme, she
later realised that giving her all to every student felt
emotionally unsustainable. She chose to study psychology
instead, hoping to continue meaningful work in hospitals or
social service. Her path eventually led her to the role of
Special Educational Needs Officer, where she found the right
fit — supporting vulnerable students in smaller groups,
advocating for their needs and helping them experience
success.

At the NIE, Jing Ning gained the evidence-based practices
and mentorship needed to support students more effectively.
A practicum moment affirmed her purpose when a student
with significant literacy difficulties exclaimed, “I want to read
more words!” after playing a board game she had designed.
Today, she believes behaviour must first be understood
before it can be changed. Guided by patience, trust and
collaboration, she hopes to help every student feel safe
enough to learn, try and grow.
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