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National University Health System
chairman Tan Chong Meng has
taken over from Eddie Teo as
chairman of the Council of Presi-
dential Advisers (CPA).
The new chairman and four

members of the council were ap-
pointed by President Tharman
Shanmugaratnam on June 2.
The fourmembers are senior ad-

viser at Singtel Chua Sock Koong,
who was reappointed; Keppel
chairman Piyush Gupta; Singa-
pore LNG Corporation chairman
Gan SeowKee; and EnergyMarket
Authority chairman Tan Ching
Yee, as an alternatemember on the

council, said the President’s Office
in a statement on June 2.
Teo, who is pro-chancellor of

Singapore Management Universi-
ty, and council member Lim Chee
Onn, a former minister, have re-
tired upon completion of their
terms on June 1.
In a letter of appreciation to Teo,

President Tharman highlighted
Teo’s role during the Covid-19 pan-
demic in guiding the council on its
advice over the drawdown of past
reserves.
“You guided the council with

clarity and calm, ensuring that its
advice to the President was princi-
pled, careful and anchored in the
long-term interests of Singapore,”
he wrote.
The President added that Teo,

who had served on the council
since 2018, strengthened it in “last-
ing ways”.
President Tharman said Teo

brought care and discipline to the
council’s consideration of key dis-

cretionary functions, such as safe-
guarding past reserves and
upholding the integrity of key
public service appointments.
President Tharman and Prime

Minister Lawrence Wong took to

Facebook on June 2 to laud the ap-
pointment of Tan Chong Meng to
the council.
President Tharman wrote:

“Chong Meng brings a unique and
distinguished record of leadership
and service across the private,
public, and people sectors, notably
in leading PSA International’s
transformation into a leading
global port group and currently as
chairman of National University
Health System.”
He added: “I am confident

Chong Meng will bring sound ac-
umen, independence, and integri-
ty to this major responsibility, to-
gether with his fellow council
members.”
PMWong said that Tanhasmade

significant contributions to Singa-
pore’s development across the
maritime, business and healthcare
sectors, and through serving in
various public institutions.
“He played a key role in driving

our nation’s economic recovery
from the Covid-19 pandemic. I am
confident that his insights and ex-
periencewill serve Singaporewell,
and look forward to his and the
CPA’s continued contributions,” he
said.
Tan, who is also deputy chair-

man of Singapore’s investment
company Temasek, was appointed
as a member from June 2024 to
June 2030.
The CPA advises the president

on the use of his discretionary and
custodial powers. It is obligatory
for the president to consult the
CPA when exercising his discre-
tionary powers related to all fiscal
and appointment matters.
The council members are ap-

pointed by the president or nomi-
nated by the prime minister, the
Chief Justice and the chairman of
the Public Service Commission.
Tan Chong Meng, Gan and alter-

nate member Tan Ching Yee were
appointed by President Tharman
at his discretion.
Chua’s and Gupta’s appoint-

ments were on the advice of the
Prime Minister and the Chief Jus-
tice, respectively.
The council’s othermembers are

former chief of Bank of Singapore
Bahren Shaari, Singapore Airlines
chairman Peter Seah Lim Huat,
Singapore Totalisator Board (Tote
Board) chair Mildred Tan-Sim
Beng Mei and former judge Chao
Hick Tin.
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President Tharman Shanmugaratnam presenting the instrument of appointment
to Tan ChongMeng, who has taken over from Eddie Teo as chairman of the Council
of Presidential Advisers. PHOTO: MDDI

An agreement to exchange infor-
mation and expertise on nuclear
safety regulation, including for
small modular reactors, has been
signed by the National Environ-
ment Agency (NEA) of Singapore
and the United Kingdom’s Office
for Nuclear Regulation.
The agreement, signed on June 1,

also covers the training of scientif-
ic and technical personnel.
The Office for Nuclear Regula-

tion regulates more than 30 nucle-
ar sites in the UK, and is among the
first few international regulators to
review the safety of small modular
reactors.
Small modular reactors are con-

sidered more suitable for densely
populated places like Singapore as

they have a lower power capacity
and enhanced safety standards,
and require much smaller buffer
zones, compared with convention-
al reactors.
The partnership supports the

Republic’s overarching effort to
build capabilities in nuclear safety,
and to study the feasibility of the
safe deployment of nuclear energy
in Singapore, said NEA in a state-
ment on June 2.
The signing of the agreement

was witnessed byMinister for Sus-
tainability and the Environment
Grace Fuonday one of her five-day
visit to London and Paris to meet
nuclear regulators, experts and
technology providers.
While Singapore has not made a

decision on adopting nuclear pow-
er, PrimeMinister LawrenceWong
announced in May that the Repu-
blic will undergo an assessment by
the United Nations atomic watch-

dog in 2027 to determine if the
country is ready to make an in-
formed decision on whether to de-
ploy nuclear energy.
The International Atomic Ener-

gy Agency’s (IAEA) assessment
will help determine whether Sin-
gapore has the expertise, institu-
tions and frameworks to make an
informed decision on the potential
deployment of advanced nuclear
energy technologies – such as
small modular reactors – in the fu-
ture, he said then.
As part of the assessment, IAEA

will convene a team of internation-
al experts to visit Singapore and
study the country’s capabilities
across 19 key areas, including nu-
clear safety, managing radioactive
waste and emergency planning.
Units of small modular reactors

can be manufactured and then
shipped and installed on-site,mak-
ing them more affordable to build

than large traditional reactors,
which are often custom designed
for a particular location, some-
times leading to construction de-
lays, according to the IAEA.

“The (agreement) will streng-
then Singapore’s capabilities in ra-
diation protection, nuclear safety
and assessment,” said Koh Li-Na,
deputy chief executive of meteor-

ological services and radiation pro-
tection at NEA.
She inked the agreement with

Paul Dicks, the UK office’s director
of regulation of new reactors.
“Through partnerships with

well-established regulators like the
UK’s Office for Nuclear Regulation,
NEA will deepen its technical ex-
pertise to understand new reactor
technologies and build the institu-
tional capabilities needed to rigor-
ously assess nuclear safety,” added
Koh.
NEA has also been developing

Singapore’s nuclear safety and reg-
ulatory capabilities through close
partnerships with established reg-
ulators in Finland, France and the
United States, as well as with
ASEAN partners with whom the
country engages in nuclear safety
cooperation and discussions.
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meteorological
services and
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UK Office for
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A new fund has been launched by
the Ministry of Education (MOE)
to support short-term studies in
educational technology, including
the use of artificial intelligence.
The Rapid Research Fund sup-

ports studies with specific focus
areas identified by the ministry,

each to last between six and nine
months.
Research questions are proposed

by MOE divisions, with each study
led by an MOE specialist, accord-
ing to the ministry’s website.
Findings from the first six stud-

ies, conducted in the first half of
2026, will be released after July.
These include a case study on how
teachers use learning data, and a
survey of how teachers and stu-

dents use AI tools for teaching and
learning.
Other topics include the effect of

linking gamification – or using ele-
ments of game design – to learning
content on students’ motivation
and learning outcomes.
Minister for Education and Min-

ister-in-Charge of Social Services
Integration Desmond Lee said on
June 2 that the fund is meant to
support research that can respond
quickly in a fast-moving environ-
ment like an AI-infused world,
alongside multi-year studies.
“We are operating in an increas-

ingly unpredictable environment,

shaped by geopolitical shifts, cli-
mate challenges and rapid techno-
logical change,” he said, adding
that good-quality research is need-
ed to enhance teaching and learn-
ing, and to guide policy.
Lee was speaking at the start of

the 11th Redesigning Pedagogy In-
ternational Conference, where
more than 1,000 delegates from
over 30 countries, including Singa-
pore, will exchange research find-
ings, ideas and teaching experienc-
es.
Hosted by the National Institute

of Education (NIE), NanyangTech-
nological University, the confe-

rence runs till June 4.
One area where the new fund

could be useful, Lee said, would be
in assessing the impact of AI use in
schools.
Despite AI’s rapid advancement

and growing use by students in
school and at home, Lee said views
on AI in education are sharply di-
vided.
“Someworry about the spread of

misinformation, unequal access,
and the erosion of deep thinking
and mastery. Others see great po-
tential to enablemorepersonalised
learning, quicker feedback, and
greater access to knowledge,” he

said.
Lee said some areas that merit

research include understanding
how students can build strong core
competencies at a time when AI
tools can easily replace cognitive
effort.
More work is needed to discern

what kinds of AI toolsworkwell for
teaching and learning, and what
skills students will need to do well
in an AI-infused world.
Beyond publications and confe-

rence presentations, Lee said re-
search must shape policy and in-
form classroom practice to make a
difference in schools.
He cited examples of this, such

as NIE’s Tran-SEN study, a three-
year longitudinal study to track
how pupils with special education-
al needs move into primary or spe-
cial education schools – which has
helped teachers better understand
and support them.
“Of course, educational change is

seldom straightforward. What
works well in one context or one
society may not work in another,”
said Lee, adding that the impact of
research depends heavily on col-
laboration between researchers,
educators and policymakers.
“Educational research may not

always produce immediate re-
sults... but it is meaningful and im-
pactful work that shapes and im-
proves generations of learners.”

MOE fund to support short-term
studies in educational technology
Funding for studies lasting 6 to 9 months,
with focus areas identified by ministry
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Despite AI’s rapid
advancement and
growing use by students
in school and at home,
Minister for Education
Desmond Lee said views
on AI in education are
sharply divided. “Some
worry about the spread of
misinformation, unequal
access, and the erosion of
deep thinking and
mastery. Others see great
potential to enable more
personalised learning,
quicker feedback, and
greater access to
knowledge,” he said.


