William Haas Professor of Chinese Studies,

Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures,

and Professor, by courtesy, of Comparative Literature,
Stanford University, USD

Professor Wang is currently the William Haas Professor in Chinese
Studies in the Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures,
and Professor, by courtesy, of Comparative Literature at Stanford
University. He received his PhD in Comparative Literature from the
University of California, Los Angeles, in 1993. He subsequently
taught at Stony Brook University and Rutgers University and served
as a visiting associate professor at Harvard University before
joining Stanford University. His research focuses on modern
Chinese literature, comparative literature, aesthetics and politics,
and trauma and memory studies. His major publications include
The Sublime Figure of History: Aesthetics and Politics in
Twentieth-Century China (Stanford University Press, 1997);
llluminations from the Past: Trauma, Memory, and History in
Modern China (Stanford University Press, 2004); China in the
World: Culture, Politics, and World Vision (Duke University Press,
2022); and At Home in Nature: Technology, Labor, and Critical
Ecology in Modern China (Duke University Press, 2023),
among others.
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About the Endowment Fund

The Tan Lark Sye Professorship in Chinese Language and Culture
(The Professorship) was established in 1998 by the Association of
Nanyang University Graduates to commemorate the late founder of
Nanyang University (Nantah), Mr. Tan Lark Sye, to honour his great
contributions to education and to celebrate the centenary of his
birth in 1997. All the funds raised for the Professorship are
managed by Nanyang Technological University (NTU). The mission
of the Professorship is to pass on and promote the ideals of
Mr. Tan Lark Sye and our forefathers in establishing schools and the
University so as to promote the research on and the development of
Chinese language and culture. The interest income of the
Professorship is mainly used to invite internationally renowned
scholars to deliver public lectures and conduct academic seminars
in order to benefit the general public and raise social awareness
of issues related to Chinese language and culture. It also strives to
make NTU a research hub for the study of Chinese language and
culture in Southeast Asia.
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Lecture in English

Artificial Intelligence,

Affective Labor, and Death in Life

Abstract

Artificial intelligence is undermining the traditional
understanding of what it means to be human,
causing deep rifts in human-to-human and
human-nature relations. Examining the works of
Chinese science fiction writer Hao Jingfang, this
lecture argues that digital and genetic humanoids
call into question humanity's self-image and blur
the boundaries between humans and machines.
Al figures and networks both obscure and reveal
the essential need for emotional reciprocity, as
well as the ritual practices through which people
confront and work through trauma, sickness,
and death. Under a neoliberal regime, artificial
intelligence creates functional subjects driven by
performance, efficiency, and profitability, deepening
social and class disparities and producing passive,
apathetic consumers.

Chairperson
Asst Prof Chu Kiu-wai

Chinese Programme, School of Humanities,
Nanyang Technological University, Singapore
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Date & Time
11 September 2026 (Friday)
4.00pm - 5.30pm

Venue
SHHK Conference Room (SHHK-05-57), NTU
48 Nanyang Avenue, Singapore 639818
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Lecture in Mandarin

The Clash of Civilisations and

World Community

Abstract

The claim that “East and West can never meet” is a
widely held view today. It stems from the theory of
the “clash of civilisations”, which views civilisations
as static and closed orders, or even as a kind of
“DNA”" deeply rooted in national identity, and
therefore assumes that different civilisations can
hardly truly understand one another. However,
civilisation is not a fixed label, but a process that
continues to evolve within specific historical
contexts. To understand civilisations, we need to
consider the contingencies of historical development,
as well as the exchanges, encounters, and mutual
influences among different civilisations. It is
through these processes that the meaning of
civilisation is continuously enriched, while its
traditions and values are constantly reinterpreted
and reshaped. This lecture argues that Eastern and
Western civilisations should not simply be reduced
to two opposing poles. They differ, yet also share
common ground, together forming a rich field of
human civilisational experience. Precisely because
there is commonality within difference, mutual
understanding among civilisations can deepen,
making the ideal of “tianxia datong” possible.
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