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[bookmark: _Toc239153066]Coursework Requirements and Award Criteria
1. [bookmark: _Toc239153067]What do I need to complete to successfully graduate with this second major?
To graduate with a Second Major in Sustainability, students must complete a minimum total of 30 Academic Units (AU), of which at least 18 AUs must be letter-graded (i.e., not taken on a Pass/Fail basis).
	Total AU
	Composition

	


30 AU
	5 core courses, with 1 course selected from each of the 5 knowledge pillars (People, Planet, Profit, Practice, Policy)


	
	Minimum total of 12 AUs from core and elective courses 


	
	Interdisciplinary Project - ES5100 Sustainability Capstone Project (Pass/Fail, 3AUs) – typically taken in the 3rd or 4th year




2. [bookmark: _Toc239153068]How are the Second Major courses classified in my degree audit?
Typically, courses taken towards a Second Major are classified as Broadening and Deepening Electives (BDEs). However, if you are taking a Second Major course that is a requirement for your programme’s Core/MPE, it will be classified as Core/MPE in your degree audit.
These courses may be double-counted, allowing the same course to fulfil the requirements of both your main programme and your Second Major. For more information on the double-counting policy, please refer to Question 4(iii) of this FAQ, as well as the relevant information on the NTU website.

3. [bookmark: _Toc239153069]Where can I find the list of courses offered under the Second Major in Sustainability?
The list of courses offered for the Second Major in Sustainability is available on the programme’s website, administered by the Asian School of the Environment (ASE). The website provides detailed course outlines and info on the semesters in which courses are generally offered. However, course offerings are subject to change, so students are encouraged to plan their course selection flexibly.
Before each semester, the ASE Academic Admin Team (ASEAcadTeam@ntu.edu.sg) will email all Second Major in Sustainability students to indicate their interest in taking courses under the Core Knowledge Areas and/or the Capstone Project via an online form.
For more info on course registration pertaining to the Second Major in Sustainability, please refer to Q10-Q13 in the FAQ. General course registration info can be found in the NTU Student Intranet or the NTU Undergraduate Handbook. 
4. [bookmark: _Toc239153070]Other than taking classes normally, what are alternative options that I can consider fulfilling the requirements for this second major?
You may consider the following: 
	
	Type
	Eligibility

	(i)
	MOOCs
	No, you cannot use MOOCs to fulfill coursework requirements for this second major.


	(ii)
	Courses taken during overseas exchange
	Yes, credits earned from courses taken during an overseas exchange may be transferred to fulfil the requirements of the Second Major in Sustainability.

Please ensure that you match the courses taken at your exchange university to the specific courses listed under the Second Major in Sustainability. After completing your exchange, you may then proceed with the credit transfer for the AUs to be reflected in your degree audit. You may approach your home school’s undergraduate office if you have more questions about the general course matching and credit transfer procedure. 

Please also note that courses taken during an overseas exchange are graded on a non-letter-graded (Pass/Fail) basis. As such, these courses will not count towards the 18 AU letter-graded requirement for the Second Major in Sustainability. 

In addition to the Second Major’s minimum letter-graded AU requirement, you must also meet the overall minimum number of letter-graded AUs required for graduation. Please refer to your degree audit for the specific overall minimum letter-graded AU requirement applicable to your programme.


	(iii)
	Core/MPE/Minor courses that are already part of my main programme requirements 

(i.e., double-counting policy)
	Yes. Up to 12 AUs of courses taken for a student’s Second Major may be double-counted to fulfil two requirements concurrently:
1) Second Major and Minor; or
2) Second Major and Core/MPE requirement.

This is what is generally referred to as the double-counting policy.

For example:
For Business students, HE5091 may be required to fulfil the main programme’s Core/MPE requirements. At the same time, HE5091 is also offered as a core course under the Profit Practice pillar of the Second Major in Sustainability. Therefore, HE5091 may be double counted towards both the Second Major and the Core/MPE requirement.

However, while Second Major courses are typically taken as BDEs, the AUs earned from each course are counted according to the course type recorded in the student’s course registration records.

In other words, a 3-AU course such as HE5091 does not become 6 AUs (3 AU to MPE/Core, 3 AU to BDE) simply because it is double-counted. For a Business student, the 3 AUs will only be counted once under Core/MPE, while the course may simultaneously be recognised as fulfilling part of the Second Major under the double-counting policy.

For more info on the double-counting policy, click here.




5. [bookmark: _Toc239153071]What is the double-counting policy?
This is answered in Question 4(iii) of the FAQ. 

6. [bookmark: _Toc239153072]How do I know if the courses I’ve taken are double-counted in my degree audit?
The degree audit does not explicitly reflect the double-counting of courses. Students are responsible for monitoring their academic progress and ensuring that they are on track to fulfill all graduation requirements for the Second Major in Sustainability.

7. [bookmark: _Toc239153073]Can I exercise FGO (Flexible Grading Option) on the courses I’ve taken for the Second Major in Sustainability?
Yes, you can. The expanded FGO introduced in June 2026 has increased the FGO AU quota, with FGO now eligible for Major Core, ICC, MPE, and BDE courses. Please refer to your Degree Audit to check your available FGO quota and the NTU Student Intranet for more info on FGO. 
Before applying for FGO, please ensure that you will complete more than sufficient AUs (i.e., >18 AUs) of letter-graded courses by graduation. 
For example:
1) If you will complete 21 AUs of letter-graded courses by graduation, you can consider applying for FGO on a 3-AU letter-graded course. This would reduce your completed letter-graded AUs to 18 AUs, which still sufficiently meets the 18-AU requirement of letter-graded AUs for the successful award of this second major.
2) If you will complete only 12 AUs of letter-graded courses by graduation and are considering FGO for a 3-AU letter-graded course, your completed letter-graded AUs will decrease from 12 AUs to 9 AUs. Without FGO, you would need to take another 6 AUs to reach the 18-AU letter-graded requirement. However, with FGO, you would need to take an additional 9 AUs of letter-graded courses to meet the 18-AU requirement, which may slow your progress towards fulfilling the letter-graded course requirement for the successful award of this second major.

8. How can I ensure I am on track to fulfil my Second Major requirements?
Students are responsible for monitoring their academic progress and ensuring that they are on track to fulfill all graduation requirements for the Second Major in Sustainability. Please consider maintaining a table of courses to monitor your progress. We recommend formatting it this way as a start:
	Knowledge Area
	Courses completed
	AY and SEM
	Course Type 
	Grade
	AU
	Remarks (double-counted? FGO? Student exchange?) 

	1. Core (5 core courses, with 1 course selected from each of the 5 knowledge pillars (People, Planet, Profit, Practice, Policy)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Electives (Min. total of 12 AUs through core and elective courses)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Interdisciplinary Project (Pass/Fail, 3 AUs through ES5100 Sustainability Capstone Project)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	Min. no. of letter-graded AUs required
	18 AUs
	No. of letter-graded AUs obtained:
	
	

	
	
	Min. overall no. of AUs required
	30 AUs
	Overall no. of AUs obtained: 
	
	

	
	
	Max. overall no. of AUs to be double-counted allowed:
	12 AUs
	Overall no. of AUs double-counted:
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc239153074]Graduation Matters
9. [bookmark: _Toc239153075]Will my Second Major be reflected in my degree certificate?
No, your second major will only be mentioned in your transcript, not your degree certificate. A separate certificate for the award of a second major will be issued to those graduating from 2021 and onwards. More info on this can be found here.

[bookmark: _Toc239153076]Course Registration Matters
10. [bookmark: _Toc239153077]Is there anything I should expect about course registration in this Second Major?
The list of courses offered for the Second Major in Sustainability is available on the programme’s website, administered by the Asian School of the Environment (ASE). The website provides detailed course outlines and info on the semesters in which courses are generally offered. However, course offerings are subject to change, so students are encouraged to plan their course selection flexibly.
Before each semester, the ASE Academic Admin Team (ASEAcadTeam@ntu.edu.sg) will email all Second Major in Sustainability students to indicate their interest in taking courses under the Core Knowledge Areas and/or the Capstone Project via an online form.
For more info on course registration pertaining to the Second Major in Sustainability, please refer to Q10-Q13 in the FAQ. General course registration info can be found in the NTU Student Intranet or the NTU Undergraduate Handbook. 

11. [bookmark: _Toc239153078]I want to register for a Second Major course, but there are pre-requisites. I really want to take this course. How do I apply for a pre-requisite waiver?
First, email the course coordinator/professor of the Second Major course you wish to register for to request a prerequisite waiver, stating your reasons.
If approved, forward the coordinator’s email approval (with a screenshot) to your home school’s undergraduate office and request a prerequisite waiver e-stamp. Once the e-stamp is granted, you may register for the course via STARS.
Please note that procedures for requesting e-stamps may differ across undergraduate offices. Follow your home school’s procedures accordingly.

12. [bookmark: _Toc239153079]I want to register for a Second Major course, but STARS is telling me that I’ve exceeded the maximum number of AUs allowed. What do I do?
Email your home school’s undergraduate office to request an overload e-stamp for the Second Major course you wish to take. Once the e-stamp is granted, you may register for the course via STARS.
Please note that procedures for requesting e-stamps may differ across undergraduate offices. Follow your home school’s procedures accordingly.

13. [bookmark: _Toc239153080]I want to register for a Second Major course, but STARS is telling me that I have no available BDE AUs. What do I do?
Email your home school’s undergraduate office to request a BDE overload e-stamp for the Second Major course you wish to take. Once the e-stamp is granted, you may register for the course via STARS.
Please note that procedures for requesting e-stamps may differ across undergraduate offices. Follow your home school’s procedures accordingly.

[bookmark: _Toc239153081]ES5100 Sustainability Capstone Project
14. [bookmark: _Toc239153082]What is the Sustainability Capstone Project?
The capstone project is offered to 3rd or 4th year students and is a requirement under the programme. It is a Pass/Fail course and students form interdisciplinary groups and look for an advisor to mentor them for their projects. A list of advisors from various colleges in the university will be made available to students at the start of each semester.

15. [bookmark: _Toc239153083]Is the capstone project a non-letter-graded course?
Yes, it is (i.e., Pass/Fail).

[bookmark: _Toc239153084]Joining the Second Major in Sustainability
16. [bookmark: _Toc239153085]What are the criteria for enrolling in the Second Major in Sustainability?
Prospective students may apply for and enroll in the Second Major in Sustainability upon admission.
For current NTU students who did not matriculate with the Second Major in Sustainability, applications are open to all students except those enrolled in double-degree, double-major, or other Second Major programmes.
Students with a CGPA above 4.0 are also welcome to apply, subject to approval and the availability of vacancies.
Students are strongly encouraged to declare their interest in the Second Major by the end of Year 1 or during Year 2 Semester 1 to allow sufficient time to fulfil the Second Major requirements.

17. [bookmark: _Toc239153086]How can I enroll in the Second Major in Sustainability?
Prospective students may apply for and enroll in the Second Major in Sustainability upon admission.
For current NTU students who did not matriculate with the Second Major in Sustainability, please email your home school’s undergraduate office with your full name, matriculation number, programme and reasons for applying for the Second Major in Sustainability. Your undergraduate office will then forward your request to us for review.
Once your application has been processed, your home school’s undergraduate office will inform you of the outcome.

18. [bookmark: _Toc239153087]I am already studying the minor in Sustainability. Can I upgrade to the Second Major in Sustainability?
Yes, you may do so by building on the sustainability courses you have already completed under the Minor in Sustainability.
First, please email your home school’s undergraduate office with your full name, matriculation number, programme, and reasons for applying for the Second Major in Sustainability. Your undergraduate office will then forward your request to us for review.
Once your enrolment request has been processed, your home school’s undergraduate office will inform you of the outcome.

19. [bookmark: _Toc239153088]Can I take the Second Major in Sustainability while clearing a minor (e.g., in Economics) at the same time?
Theoretically, you can do so, but this may require significant overloading of their total AUs. In most programmes, students have fewer than 30 BDE AUs, so taking on a Second Major may require some overloading, depending on the number of AUs that can be double-counted. Taking an additional Minor would likely require further overloading.

[bookmark: _Toc239153089]Dropping the Second Major in Sustainability
20. [bookmark: _Toc239153090]I am thinking of withdrawing from this second major. How can I do so?
Please email your home school’s undergraduate office with your full name, matriculation number, programme and reasons for withdrawing from the Second Major in Sustainability. Your undergraduate office will then forward your request to us for review.
Please note that withdrawal from the Second Major is irrevocable once approved. Once your withdrawal has been processed, your home school’s undergraduate office will inform you of the outcome.

[bookmark: _Toc239153091]Contact Details
21. [bookmark: _Toc239153092]Who can I contact if I have questions about this second major?
The Second Major in Sustainability is offered by the Asian School of the Environment (ASE), College of Science, and coordinated by Assistant Professor Alex Cobb (ASE). The programme is hosted under the UNITAR CIFAL Singapore office at NTU.
ASE oversees the academic aspects of the programme, while CIFAL Singapore organises events and student cohort activities.
Each college also has a designated course coordinator for the Second Major in Sustainability. If you have questions related to the Second Major in Sustainability and your major, please refer to the contact list to identify the appropriate coordinator.
	Colleges
	Coordinator for Second Maj in Sustainability
	email

	CCDS
	Assoc. Prof. Kwoh Chee Keong
	ASCKKWOH@ntu.edu.sg

	COE
	Dr. Lim Tuti Mariana
	TMLim@ntu.edu.sg

	COHASS
	Asst. Prof. Chiu Kiu-Wai
	kiuwai.chu@ntu.edu.sg

	NBS
	Dr. Zhao Meng
	meng.zhao@ntu.edu.sg

	COS
	Asst. Prof. Alex Cobb
	alexander.cobb@ntu.edu.sg 



In reaching out to the college coordinators for academic advice, please provide your name, matriculation number, programme and degree audit (if needed to explain your case), as well as the full list of courses you have taken or plan to take that will count towards this second major. You can refer to Q8 in this FAQ for a template on tracking your progress for the second major. 
If you have administrative questions about this second major, please also consider contacting Vivian Chin and Ang Pei Ling at ASEAcadTeam@ntu.edu.sg. 

[bookmark: _Toc239153093]Helpful Resources
	
	Link

	NTU Second Major in Sustainability website
	https://www.ntu.edu.sg/ase/admissions/undergraduate-programmes/second-major-in-sustainability 

	NTU Minor in Sustainability website
	https://www.ntu.edu.sg/ase/admissions/undergraduate-programmes/minor-in-sustainability 

	UNITAR CIFAL NTU
	https://www.ntu.edu.sg/about-us/sustainability/sustainability-education/cifal 

	General info about second majors (including embedded links about the double-counting policy) 
	https://www.ntu.edu.sg/education/degree-programmes#Content_C109_Col02 


	Flexible Grading Option (FGO) on NTU Student Intranet
	Flexible Grading Option (FGO)


	Course Registration on NTU Student Intranet
	Course Registration
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