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WHO IS A MINOR ?

Below 21 Years old; AND

Never been married

CONSENT REQUIREMENTS
Explicit parental/guardian consent
required  for all  research projects involving
minors (unless waiver approved); AND

Minor’s Consent or Assent 
(where applicable)

CONSENT OR ASSENT 

Assent Consent
Minor has limited
understanding & Intelligence

Minor has sufficient
understanding & Intelligence

Where possible, parental/guardian consent should be
taken in the same hardcopy Informed Consent Form
(ICF) together with the minor’s consent.

MODES OF PARENTAL OR
GUARDIAN CONSENT

Online Hardcopy
Less than minimal risk
Social, Behavioural and
Educational Research
(SBER) with no likelihood
of harm.

Other SBER
Biomedical and Endurance
& Human Performance
Research

WAIVER OF PARENTAL /
GUARDIAN CONSENT*

Principal Investigators may apply for a waiver of the parental
consent requirement, either in full or for the written documentation,
if the study meets NTU-IRB’s waiver criteria. 

Important Note
For studies conducted outside of Singapore, parental consent for
18-21yo will not be necessary if the age of majority is 18yo in that
country. Researchers are advised to check on the consent
requirements for the country where the study will be conducted. 

As a general guide, consent should be obtained for minors 12 years and
above if they have sufficient understanding and intelligence, whereas assent
should be obtained for minors between 6 to 11 years of age. Minors below 6
years of age do not need to provide written agreement .
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