Annie Tan (Mrs Wan Boo Sow) Chinese Book Collection

Annie Tan, also known as Mrs Wan Boo Sow, was the wife, business partner, and lifelong
companion of Singapore entrepreneur and philanthropist Wan Boo Sow. During the formative years of
the family’s pharmacy and insecticide businesses, she played an active role in sales and administration
while raising their seven children, all of whom later became university graduates. Together, Annie and
Wan fostered a family tradition of educational advancement and philanthropy, a legacy reflected in the
family's longstanding support for education and the establishment of awards, prizes, scholarships, and

bursaries at various institutions, including NTU.

Established in 2010 through the generosity of the Wan family, the Annie Tan (Mrs Wan Boo Sow)
Chinese Book Collection at the NTU honours her memory and enduring commitment to education.
The collection comprises print books, e-books and other publications, focusing primarily on Singapore
and Southeast Asia. It also includes selected works in literature, humanities, social sciences and other

disciplines that contribute to the understanding of the region.

Reflecting the multilingual nature of Southeast Asia and the evolving needs of teaching, learning and
research, the collection includes publications in Chinese, English and Southeast Asian languages. As
NTU Library continues to expand its digital holdings, the collection encompasses both print and
electronic resources, providing convenient access to knowledge for students, researchers and the

wider community.
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