NIE teacher training for degree holders
to be reduced from 16 months to a year
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Teacher training for university
graduates will be reduced from 16
months to a year, as part of efforts
to better support educators and at-
tract more talent.

The shorter length of training is
the result of an ongoing review by
the Ministry of Education (MOE)
and National Institute of Education
of the 16-month Postgraduate Di-
ploma in Education programme to
meet the learning needs of an in-
creasingly diverse teaching force.

The review of teacher prepara-
tion programmes aims to streng-

then professional support for edu-
cators and give them more room to
customise their learning, said new-
ly minted Education Minister Des-
mond Lee on June 3.

The Postgraduate Diploma in
Education programme, funded by
MOE, is a full-time programme
that equips degree holders with
teaching skills for Singapore

schools.

Going forward, it will have a
stronger focus on integrating theo-
ry and practical application, said
Mr Lee, and new teachers can ex-
pect more avenues to hone their
teaching skills in the classroom af-
ter graduation.

Addressing about 2,000 educa-
tors at the Teachers’ Conference

and ExCEL Fest 2025, held at the
Singapore Expo, Mr Lee said new
teachers will have more flexibility
and autonomy to shape their learn-
ing, both during their training and
when they enter schools.

The event is organised by MOE
every two years to bring educators
together to share insights and
learning practices as a fraternity.
This year’s edition is from June 3 to
June 5.

“We envision a more flexible ap-
proach where all teachers will take
core learning components that are
essential to teaching, while they
can choose elective learning com-
ponents based on their needs and

interests,” he said.

“In this way, our new teachers
will continue to be well prepared
for your roles, and we can better
cater to your diverse backgrounds
and learning needs.”

More details will be given once
the review is complete, said Mr
Lee.

Students currently enrolled in
the Postgraduate Diploma in Edu-
cation programme will not be af-
fected by the review, said MOE.

A ministry spokesman said
about 390 student teachers en-
rolled in the programme yearly
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