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Several social experiments will be
conducted in the heartland from
early to mid-June to test how the
public responds to terror incidents.
These planned scenarios will in-

volve actors and realistic props,
said the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) on May 29.
Declining to publicise details

about the experiments, it said pre-
cautions will be taken to ensure
that they causeminimal disruption
to the public.
MHA said the authorities will be

around to ensure public safety.
Reactions from members of the

public will be recorded, and the
footage will be used to create an
educational web series to raise
awareness about key SGSecure ad-
visories, such as “Run, Hide, Tell”
and “Press, Tie, Tell”.
The first episode will premiere

on July 30.
SGSecure is a national move-

ment launched in 2016 to prepare
Singaporeans to deal with terrorist
attacks and equip them with skills
to handle a crisis.
Run, Hide, Tell involves moving

away from danger, staying out of
sight, and informing the author-
ities.
When dealing with casualties

during emergency situations,
members of the public can stop a
victim from bleeding by applying
pressure to the wound (press), se-
curing it with a strip of cloth (tie),
and calling 995 for help (tell).
In its statement, MHA advised

members of the public to remain
vigilant and report any suspicious
activities to the authorities.
During an SGSecure roadshow at

Suntec City in July 2024, Minister
for Home Affairs K. Shanmugam
had said: “We have kept Singapore
safe and secure so far. So as a re-

sult, people don’t think that there
will be a terror attack.
“It’s not in people’s minds. But

that doesn’t mean an attack won’t
happen here.”
In 2024, the Internal Security

Department (ISD) said in its an-
nual report that terrorism threats
here have increased since the Gaza
war began.
Said ISD: “While there is no in-

dication of an imminent attack, the
terrorism threat to Singapore re-
mains high. Global developments

and conflicts have generated emo-
tive responses worldwide, includ-
ing acts of violence, and terrorist
elements have leveraged such con-
flicts to call for attacks. These de-
velopments have impacted Singa-
pore’s internal security.”
A 2023 report by the S. Rajarat-

nam School of International Stud-
ies found that lonewolveswere the
main terror threat to Singapore.
In October 2024, a 17-year-old

boy was arrested before he could
carry out an attack on non-Mus-
lims in Tampines during the Sep-
tember school holidays.
Lone wolves have also been re-

sponsible for violent incidents
abroad, using everyday objects as

weapons.
On May 23, a German woman

was arrested after stabbing 18 peo-
ple at a train station in Hamburg.
In October 2023, a 14-year-old

boy with a handgun opened fire at
Siam Paragon in Bangkok, killing a
Chinese tourist and aMyanmar na-
tional. Five others were injured.
And in the latest incident involv-

ing a public security threat onMay
26, a 53-year-old British man
drovehis vehicle into a crowdof Li-
verpool fans during a parade cele-
brating the football club’s Premier
League title, injuring around 50
people.
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Footage from the social experiments will be used to create an educational web series to raise awareness on key SGSecure advisories. ST FILE PHOTO

If you failed to cast your vote at
the 2025 General Election, you
will be able to apply to restore
your name to the Registers of
Electors from May 30.
In a statement on May 29, the

Elections Department (ELD) said
that Singaporeans can check their
particulars and voter status on-
line, and apply to restore their
names, on the ELD website or via
the Singpass app.
The names of eligible voters

who did not cast their votes dur-
ing GE2025 were removed from
the Registers in accordance with
the Parliamentary Elections Act,
said ELD.

It encouraged such non-voters
to apply to restore their names so
that they are able to vote in the
next election.
Under the law, ELD will not be

able to restore their names once
the writ for an election is issued.
Those who are unable to check

their particulars in the Registers
electronically may do so at any
community centre or club or Ser-
viceSG Centre.
They can also do so at the ELD

office by making an e-appoint-
ment via the ELD website or by
calling 1800-225-5353.
The lists of community centres

or clubs and ServiceSG Centres
can be found at www.one-
pa.gov.sg/cc andwww.psd.gov.sg/
servicesg respectively.
Overseas Singaporeans who are

unable to check their particulars

online may do so at Singapore
overseasmissions serving as over-
seas registration centres.
GE2025 saw the lowest voter

turnout by percentage since 1968.
On Polling Day, 92.47 per cent of
registered voters cast their ballots
in Singapore.
After the addition of overseas

voters, GE2025 saw a total tur-
nout of 92.83 per cent, with
2,438,610 of 2,627,026 registered
voters in contested constituencies
casting their ballots.
Political observers said the like-

liest explanation for the lower tur-
nout in 2025 was that Singapo-
reans had already made travel
plans before the May 3 election
was called, taking advantage of
the May Day holiday.
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Trainee teachers, students and
staff at the National Institute of
Education (NIE) can get direct
access to artificial intelligence
(AI) and cloud technology from
industry giant Amazon Web Ser-
vices (AWS).
The institute has joined forces

with AWS to set up a Technology
for Education Centre at its Na-
nyang Technological University
campus.
Their three-year memorandum

of understanding (MOU) was an-
nounced at theMay 29AWS Sum-
mit held at Marina Bay Sands,
which drew more than 5,000 at-
tendees.
NIE hopes the collaboration –

the first for the 75-year-old insti-
tutewith an industry player –will
be the start of more such links so
that student teachers will be bet-
ter equipped in AI and cloud
skills.
NIE director Liu Woon Chia

told a briefing that students will
be mentored by both faculty and
AWS specialists to apply AI to the
real world, such as designing
tools for students with special
needs.
The tech centre, which will be

housed temporarily in a convert-
ed classroom when the new term
starts in August, will eventually
have its own premises in a new
annex building.
AWS training programmes will

be included in the curriculum,
with students earning credits on
completion. There are also plans
to co-host hackathons, hands-on
workshops and student-led fo-
rums to discuss ethical AI in edu-
cation.
Professor Liu said the centre is

“going to be a space where stu-
dents, faculty or staff can come in
and say, ‘Hey, I’ve got this prob-
lem in education that I think we
should have a better solution.
Now, let’s discuss and talk to AWS
experts’”.
More than 1,000 students grad-

uate from NIE each year and go

on to teach in Singapore schools.
It also enrols master and doctoral
degree students.
AWS also announced at the

conference details about its AI
Spring Singapore programme,
which it launched in 2024 to sup-
port Singapore’s AI blueprint.
TheUS company,whichhas op-

erated here for 15 years, has
pledged investments and support
for the public sector, local work-
force, enterprises and start-ups,
community and research.
Its programme activities over

the past year include hosting a
sandbox environment for Syn-
apxe, Singapore’s national health
technology agency; providing
computing and AI resources to
Temasek Polytechnic; and work-
ing with AI Singapore to create
the Asean Large LanguageModel
League competition.
The tech firm, which recorded

revenue of US$107 billion (S$138
billion) in 2024, is the world’s lar-
gest hyperscaler, or large-scale
cloud service provider,with an al-
most one-third share of the mar-
ket.
At the summit, Mr Adrien Des-

baillets, chief executive of food
chain SaladStop!, demonstrated
its AWS-hosted AI assistant Lu-
Lu, which it plans to launch in
September.
The conversational voice bot

combines data of popular ingre-
dient pairings, menu availability,
customer order history and real-
time requests to personalise a sal-
ad bowl recommendation. It also
lists the meal’s carbohydrate,
healthy fat and protein amounts.
When a customer says she does

not like edamame, the bot will
suggest replacing the green bean
with tofu, adding that there is no
drop in protein value.
SaladStop! plans to go beyond

its stores to sell its fooddirectly to
organisations such as hospitals
and fitness centres.
Mr Desbaillets said: “For us, the

chatbot experience is incredible.
We believe it could be so much
bigger than our 80 outlets today.
We can really take things to a
whole new level.”
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National Institute of Education director Liu Woon Chia (left) and AWS
Worldwide Public Sector Singapore country manager Elsie Tan signed the
three-year memorandum of understanding on May 26. PHOTO: AWS

Singapore’s 100
Best LawFirms

The Straits Times and independent Germannny-based research firm
Statista are inviting all Singapore law firms, clients of law firms

as well as providers and users of legal services to join
the search for the country’s 100 best law firms.

The Singapore’s Best Law Firms list is based onnn the recommendations of
peers and clients and a law firm could appear in more than one category of
practice. The survey is open to lawyers, in-houseee counsel, legal executives

iiin pubbbllliiic anddd priiivattte sectttors as wellllll as cllliiients and service users.

PARTICIPATION IS FREE
For more information and to take part, go tostr.sg/law26
Deadline: July 7, 2025 | For queries, e-mail bestlawrms-singapore@statista.com


