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Animals here had their worst year
in more than a decade as the Socie-
ty for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals (SPCA) investigated 862
cases of cruelty and welfare con-
cerns between July 2022 and June
2023.
The figure is thehighest in11years

since the period of July 2011 to June
2012, when it recorded 1,017 cases.
Between July and September 2023,
there were 196 cases.
SPCA, which released the figures

on Saturday at its yearly fund-rais-
ing gala dinner, also attended to
4,737 animals in distress in the year
ending June 2023.
In that sameperiod, it helped 266

abandoned animals – a sharp in-
crease from a yearly average of up
to 70 cases in previous years.
Speaking at the gala dinner at

OneFarrerHotel on Saturdaynight,
Home Affairs and Law Minister K.
Shanmugam said: “For some time
now, our animal welfare legislation
has been tightened up, but I went
backandasked for volunteers to see
what else we can do because it
seemswrong tome that animals are
brought in purely for the purposes
of breeding and kept in a cage and
given this sort of life.
“So (the Animal and Veterinary

Service) kindly agreed that we con-
sider legislation. I asked for volun-
teers, and a lot of volunteers came
forward to help draft additional
rules, so peoplewant to see a better
framework and change.”
He did not elaborate on what

these rules might be, nor did he set
out a schedule.
In explaining the surge in cases of

late, SPCA said it could have been
due to a greater awareness and wil-
lingness on the public’s part to
make reports. “We also see a lot of
compromised welfare situations,
neglect of pets that may have gone
unseenduring thepandemic. There
is also an increase in abandonment
cases,” it added.
Mr Shanmugam said the rise in

abandonments was likely due to
people buying pets for companion-

ship during the Covid-19 pandemic,
and then realising they could not
care for the animals after the lifting
of restrictions. Many hunkered
downathomeduring thepandemic
to curb the spread of the virus.
He told a crowd of several

hundred donors and guests: “This
sort ofmindset…ofbuying apet in a
moment, or for short-term comfort
and companionship, and then
abandoning it when the situation
changes or when the novelty wears
off, I think is quite sad.”
Mr Shanmugam also said cases of

animal smuggling, often in abject
conditions, were a result of the de-
mand for purchased dogs.
Between 2019 and 2022, the Ani-

mal and Veterinary Service investi-
gated about 1,250 cases of alleged
animal cruelty and abuse each year.
Mr Shanmugam encouraged peo-

ple to adopt pets instead of buying
them, as there are many animals
without a home that would make
good companions.
During his speech, he played a

video of his dogs: Millie, a retired
police dog, and Princess, Scruffy
and Brownie, which he adopted
from pet shelters.
Few visitors, he said, wanted to

adopt Princess because she was
blind in one eye. “I went to adopt,
with the idea to adopt one dog,” he
said. “I ended up adopting three.”
Mr Shanmugam thanked SPCA,

which marks its 76th anniversary,
for its role in protecting animals.
SPCA executive director Aarthi

Sankar said in a message to donors
that the group facesmounting chal-
lenges post-pandemic, including
slowing adoption rates and the
highest levels of animal cruelty in
years.
It needs more than $4 million a

year to run its services, she added.
These include carrying out investi-
gations, providing pets in low-in-
come households with free health
screenings, and rallying the com-
munity to protect animals.
Ms Sankar said: “It has been a

challenging year for the SPCA and
the animalwelfare community. The
SPCA’s work has become more
pressing than before, and our oper-

ating costs have risen with the in-
creased demand for our help.
“We are grateful for the compas-

sionate individuals and organisa-
tions that have stepped forward to

lend their support to ourmission. It
truly takes an entire community to
make a real difference.”
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Worst year for animals
in more than a decade

Osmond Chia

SPCA probed 862 cases of cruelty and welfare
concerns between July 2022 and June 2023

Animal abuse over the years

Animal cruelty and welfare cases probed by SPCA
are at an 11-year high.
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The Society for
the Prevention of
Cruelty to
Animals held its
yearly
fund-raising gala
dinner on
Saturday at One
Farrer Hotel,
where items
including
paintings,
sculptures and
the swim cap of
Joseph
Schooling were
auctioned. SPCA
needs more than
$4 million a year
to run its
services. PHOTO:
LIANHE ZAOBAO

The Ministry of Education (MOE) and primary
schools are exploring ways to better equip primary
school pupilswith digital literacy skills, especially as
they mature and approach their transition to sec-
ondary school.
This is as device-mediated learning in secondary

schools has accelerated in recent years, and as MOE
announced in September a 2030 masterplan to de-
velop digitally literate learners.
To determine if primary school pupils would ben-

efit from owning personal learning devices (PLDs),
MOE conducted a study between 2021 and 2022.
The pilot, which looked at the impact of the use of

PLDs on pupils’ learning and behaviour, involved
five primary schools: Chua Chu Kang, Frontier, Ju-
nyuan, River Valley and Yio Chu Kang.
Responding to queries from The Sunday Times,

MOE said the teachers involved observed that PLDs
enhanced pupil engagement, collaboration and con-
tent mastery.
“There were concerns about the pupils’ ability to

regulate their use of the devices when unsuper-
vised, which could result in issues such as more dis-
traction from online media and games, and the po-
tential of students being exposed to online risks,”
said an MOE spokesman.
As the use of digital devices for learning should be

developmentally appropriate, MOE said it will not
be providing primary school pupils with PLDs for
now.
PLDs have been issued to every secondary school

student since 2021, after MOE brought forward its
original 2028 target by seven years. This was largely
because the Covid-19 pandemic made online learn-
ing more acceptable.
Since then, there has been a sizeable shift towards

digital learning in secondary schools, withmore les-
sons conducted in the Singapore Student Learning
Space (SLS), MOE’s online learning portal.
Digital assessment is likewise becoming more

prevalent at the GCE O levels: 60 examination pa-
pers are now offered in electronic modes, such as
e-oral, e-written, computer-based practical and e-
coursework.
OnSept 20,MOEsaid its EdTechMasterplan 2030

will be implemented in schools progressively from
2024 to strengthen students’ digital literacy, with a
focus on AI literacy.
Primary schools here said they introduce digital

learning gradually. In Park View Primary School,
teachers use tools such as the SLS portal and educa-
tional technology platforms such as Padlet and
Nearpod to complement hands-on learning.
Mr Justin Luo, the school’s subject head of data

management and acting head of department for in-
formation and communication technologies, said
pupils gradually build up basic digital skills to pre-
pare themselves for secondary school.
For instance, Primary1pupils are taught the basics

of how to log into devices and the SLS, and to oper-
ate the Zoom video-conferencing software for
home-based learning. By the time they reach Pri-
mary 6, they would have learnt how to create slides
on PowerPoint and Google, as well as set up their
own Google Site.
Education experts said the use of device-based

learning at the primary school level should be
geared up carefully as children grow older.
Centre for Research in Pedagogy and Practice

(CRPP) assistant centre director Wong Hwei Ming
said traditional learning is preferred at the lowerpri-
mary level. Research has shown that writing by
hand is linked to cognitive development, including
honing fine motor skills and fostering creativity,
critical thinking, memory retention and compre-
hension, she noted.
“For younger kids in primary school, we still want

to focus on writing by hand, rather than shifting
everything to typing, where they may not fully de-
velop some of these skills that they are supposed to
have by the primary school level,” added Dr Wong,
who is also a senior education research scientist at
CRPP, which is part of the National Institute of Edu-
cation (NIE).
MOE said its guidelines for primary schools on the

use of digital devices for instruction is that lower
primary pupils learn best through concrete, hands-
on experiences and quality interactions with teach-
ers and friends. As such, they do not require exten-
sive use of devices.
The frequency that such devices are used for

learning increases as pupils progress to upper pri-
mary levels, and their use should be under teachers’
supervision, the ministry added. A spokesperson
said: “As part of a well-balanced school experience,
the meaningful use of technology can bring about
positive educational outcomes, including deepened
subject mastery, increased student engagement and
greater self-directed learning.”
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There were concerns about the pupils’
ability to regulate their use of the
devices when unsupervised... and the
potential of students being exposed to
online risks.

”AN MOE SPOKESMAN, referring to a pilot, involvingfive primary schools, which looked at the impact of the
use of personal learning devices.

family is still waiting for the US
Coast Guard’s official report.
“We hope that the report will be

given to us soon so that it can give
our family the answers that we
have been seeking for and hopeful-
ly more clarity of what could have
happened,” she added.
Mr Furqan was attending a

course to become a junior deck of-
ficer, according to his friend Mu-
hammad Fariz, in a Facebook post
earlier.
The US Coast Guard said in a

statement on June 20 that it was
“actively searching” for a person

A Singaporean sailor who has been
missing since June, when he fell off
a ship, has been “presumed dead”
by the US Coast Guard, the sailor’s
sister said on Facebook on Friday.
Mr Muhammad Furqan Mo-

hamed Rashid, 25, had fallen from
a bulk cargo carrier off the coast of
California in the United States on
June 20.
His sister Nur Afifah Mohamed

Rashid said on Facebook that her

who fell overboard froma bulk car-
rier vessel 23km off the coast of
Point Conception, California, after
it was alerted at about 5am local
time.
According to the Los Angeles

Daily News, the US Coast Guard
called off an active search by air
and sea for a missing sailor in the
evening of June 20, after nearly 15
hours. Neither report named Mr
Furqan.
TheMaritime andPort Authority

of Singapore confirmed in June
that the US Coast Guard was activ-
ated to help in the search efforts

but did not locate Mr Furqan.
In her Facebook post on Friday,

MsAfifah thankedher socialmedia
followers for their thoughts and
prayers, aswell as peoplewho have
helped her family during this peri-
od. “It has been a difficult time for
our family, but your prayers have
given us tremendous comfort and
strength to move forward,” she
said.
She also thanked mosques and

congregations that performed So-
lat Jenazah Ghaib, a funeral prayer,
for her brother after the Friday
prayers the week before last.
She said: “Thank you as well to

those that perform sadaqah or
good deeds on his behalf. Please
continue to keep him in your
prayers and may he be gathered
among the righteous people.”

Missing sailor who fell off ship presumed
dead by US Coast Guard, says sister

Yong Li Xuan
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Mr Muhammad
Furqan Mohamed
Rashid fell from a
bulk cargo
carrier in June.

Serangoon Road was awash in a
glittering display of purple and blue
as Little India continued its 35-year
tradition of lighting up for
Deepavali, which falls on Nov 12.
Deputy Prime Minister Lawrence

Wong, who was the guest of honour
at Saturday’s light-up ceremony,
said: “I think the last three years
were difficult years with Covid-19
and all the different restrictions. We
want to put all of these behind us...
This year, the celebrations will be
especially festive. Visitors can look
forward to several bustling bazaars
and events.”
As for the Deepavali light-up,

which started in 1988, he added: “It
is a tradition that reflects our
multiracial diversity and our
distinctive Singaporean identity. It
is a precious tradition to uphold, so
let us keep this going, not just for
the next 35 years, but for the next
generation, and for the next 100
years and beyond.”
The light-up will be on until Dec 3.
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Dazzling Deepavali light-up at Little India




