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SPORT

SPORTS GOOD FOR SOCIETY

May Mr Barker’s legacy continue, 
through these programmes, to 
inspire all of us to use our talents 
and abilities to do good, to be a 
positive influence on others and to 
always do our best for Singapore.

’’MR TEO CHEE HEAN, Senior Minister, 
who calls the book a fitting tribute to a 
man who firmly believed in the power 
of sport to shape a brighter future for 
Singapore. 

LONDON • Athletics  and  swim-
ming are set to be the only compul-
sory  sports  at  future  Common-
wealth Games under a  proposed 
“strategic road map” to give hosts 
more  flexibility,  increase  the  
event’s  appeal  and  drive  down  
costs.

Next year’s Games scheduled to 
be held in Birmingham, England 
from July 28 to Aug 8 will feature 19 
sports – 16 of which are deemed 
compulsory –  but  the Common-
wealth  Games  Federation  (CGF)  
has recommended that “approxi-
mately 15 sports” feature at future 
editions from the 2026 event on-
wards.

The CGF is still searching for a 

host  city  for  the  2026  Games,  
which according to insiders, Aus-
tralia, Canada, India and Sri Lanka 
have expressed interest in staging.

Athletics  and  swimming  would  
be afforded protected status due to 
their  historical  place  in  the  pro-
gramme, popularity, para (sport) in-
clusion  and  gender  balance,  the  
CGF said in a statement on Monday.

“As part of an ongoing consulta-
tion  with  international  federa-
tions, there are ambitions for a re-
vised sport programme to provide 
hosts  with  more  flexibility  to  
choose from a wider list  of core 
sports,” the statement read.

“This  will  now  include  disci-
plines that have previously been 

listed as  optional  sports  such  as  
T20 cricket, beach volleyball and 
3x3 basketball.

“This will allow hosts the ability 
to propose entirely new sports, rel-
evant to their nation or culture, to 
enhance cultural showcasing and 
community engagement.” 

The change will allow hosts the 
freedom to choose the likes of surf-
ing,  skateboarding,  climbing and 
karate – which are all new to the 
Olympic programme – along with 
e-sports.

The CGF added there would be 
no requirement for future hosts to 
have an athletes’ village, instead en-
couraging alternative solutions to 
reduce costs.

“We are delighted to unveil our 
direction of travel with this new 
strategic road map, which I believe 
marks the start of an exciting new 
era for the Commonwealth Games 
and Commonwealth Sport,”  CGF 
president Louise Martin said.

“Our  Games  need  to  adapt,  
evolve  and  modernise  to  ensure  
we continue to maintain our rele-
vance and prestige across the Com-
monwealth.

“Our next step is to work closely 
with our international federation 
partners to ensure they can con-
tribute to the vision and direction 
of the road map in order to under-
pin the future of the Games.” 
REUTERS

Laura Chia

To commemorate former minister 
E.W.  Barker’s  legacy,  his  family  
and  the  Physical  Education  and  
Sports  Science (PESS)  Academic 
Group yesterday launched a book 
that  chronicles  significant  mile-
stones in his life.

The E.W.  Barker  Commemora-
tive Book shows the impact of his 
dedication to  sport  in  Singapore  
and of the E.W. Barker professor-
ship and scholarship. It will also pro-
vide insights into the sports envi-
ronment in the nation through the 
eyes of 10 former E.W. Barker pro-
fessors and scholarship holders.

Associate  Professor  Koh  Koon  
Teck, head of the PESS, which is 
part of the National Institute of Ed-
ucation (NIE), said: “We hope this 
book  will  inspire  readers  to  see  
how one person’s dedication can 
have a lasting legacy and impact on 
sports development and advance-
ment in Singapore.”

The late Mr Barker was Singa-
pore’s  first  law minister  in  1964  
and the longest-serving president 
of the Singapore National Olympic 
Council  (1970  to  1990)  among  
other  portfolios.  He  was  also  
known as an avid sportsman, and 
took part in many sports including 

hockey,  cricket,  football,  rugby,  
tennis and athletics. 

For his contributions to sport, he 
received the Distinguished Service 
Award by the United States Sports 
Academy in 1983, and was also the 
first  Singaporean  to  be  awarded  
the Olympic Order (Silver) by the 
International Olympic Committee. 

The E.W. Barker Professorship 
and Scholarship Fund was estab-
lished  in  2002,  a  year  after  his  
death at age 80. 

At a ceremony to celebrate the 
launch of the book at the Nanyang 
Technological University, guest of 
honour  Teo  Chee  Hean,  Senior  
Minister and Coordinating Minis-
ter for National Security, paid trib-
ute to Mr Barker, calling the book a 
fitting tribute to a man who had al-
ways put his nation before self and 
who firmly believed in the power 
of sports to shape a brighter future 
for his nation.

“May  Mr  Barker’s  legacy  con-
tinue, through these programmes, 
to inspire all of us to use our talents 
and abilities to do good, to be a posi-
tive influence on others and to al-
ways do our best for Singapore,”he 
added.

Mr Barker’s daughters, Carla and 
Deborah, were also present at the 
event. Ms Deborah Barker recalled 
playing  hockey  and  badminton  
with her  family  in  their  garden,  

watching her father play cricket at 
the Padang and the stories her fa-
ther used to tell her about compet-
ing for Raffles College.

She said: “Sport was one of my fa-
ther’s great loves so it’s truly won-
derful and apt that NTU and NIE 
chose to honour his memory and 
distinguish  him  by  setting  up  a  
sports professorship and scholar-
ship in his name.”

Ms Carla Barker added: “I would 
like to thank all the people who have 
believed in my father’s legacy and di-
rected it in this way to contribute to 
and hopefully inspire the develop-
ment of sport science in Singapore.”

The book is not for sale but will be 
available in most libraries and uni-
versities. An online version will also 
be available on the NIE website. 

The  E.W.  Barker  Bursary  was  
also launched at the same event 
and aims to nurture talented and 
committed undergraduates in the 
areas of sport management as well 
as sport and exercise science. Up 
to four bond-free bursaries will be 
awarded  each  year  to  deserving  
students in these fields of study.

The 2019,  2020 and 2021 E.W. 
Barker Scholarship Awards recipi-
ents also received their awards yes-
terday. The presentation was not 
held in the past two years because 
of the coronavirus pandemic. 

One of the recipients was taek-
wondo  exponent  Ckrystal  Chin,  
who joined the national  team in 
2019 and hopes to represent Singa-
pore at the SEA Games.

The  22-year-old,  first-year  
sports  science  and  management  
student, who also hopes to repre-
sent NTU at the World University 
Games,  said:  “For  the  past  few  
years when I was in polytechnic, 
money has always been a distrac-
tion. With the scholarship, I don’t 
feel like I’m putting a burden on 
my parents (any more). 

“I  feel  more  motivated... and  I  
feel  very grateful.  I  want to  pay 
(the school and society)  back in 
any way possible but for now, my 
way of giving back is to study hard 
and bring glory to the school.” 

laura@sph.com.sg

DUBLIN • The  HSBC  Singapore  
Rugby Sevens will return in April, 
as the series kicks off with a pair of 
men’s  and  women’s  rounds  in  
Dubai  next  month,  according  to  
the schedule announced by World 
Rugby yesterday.

This year’s event in the Republic 
had  been  pencilled  in  for  Oct  
29-30 but was cancelled for the sec-
ond year in a row due to Covid-19. 

Among the reasons cited for the 
cancellation were global travel re-
strictions, quarantine protocols in 
Singapore and participating coun-
tries, as well as prevailing safe man-
agement measures on event days.

Sport Singapore said last month 
it remains committed to bringing 
back  the  tournament  next  April  
“subject to the improvement of the 
global pandemic situation”.

The new dates for the Singapore 
leg are April 9-10.

Sydney, Australia and Hamilton, 
New Zealand will not host the se-
ries next year due to logistical chal-
lenges  associated  with  the  pan-
demic, World Rugby added.

Instead, Spain will play host for 
the  first  time  with  men’s  and  
women’s  events  scheduled  in  
Malaga and Seville from Jan 21-23 
and Jan 28-30.

Toulouse in France will also wel-
come teams in May next year.

The series will have 10 men’s and 
seven  women’s  rounds  over  six  
months. The first round in Dubai 
will be behind closed doors from 
Nov 26-27 followed by another on 
Dec 3-4 with fans in attendance at 
The Sevens Stadium.

“A lot of hard work has gone on 
behind  the  scenes  to  ensure  we  
can announce a full series schedule 
today,” World Rugby chief execu-
tive Alan Gilpin said.

“We thank HSBC, the host organi-
sations,  unions,  commercial  and  
broadcast partners for their unwa-
vering support and spirit of collabo-
ration  as  we  navigate  the  chal-
lenges of the global Covid-19 pan-
demic together.

“As ever, the health and welfare 
of players, fans and wider society 
continues to be our primary con-
cern.”

The men’s series will also have a 
North American round in Vancou-
ver (Feb 26-27) and Los Angeles 
(March 5-6) before moving to Asia, 
where Hong Kong will host a men’s 
and women’s event (April 1-3) af-
ter a gap of two years. That will be 
followed by the men’s event in Sin-
gapore.

Fans will be able to catch a new 
men’s series team, Japan, in action 
after  their  promotion  from  the  
2020 Challenger Series. REUTERS

E.W. Barker Scholarship Awards recipients Ckrystal Chin (taekwondo, 2021) and Ryan Tan (football, 2020) at yesterday’s presentation at NTU. The event also saw the 
launch of a book to commemorate the late minister and SNOC chief’s dedication to sport. The book will be available in most libraries. ST PHOTOS: NG SOR LUAN

South Africa’s Ryan Oosthuizen scores a try en route to a 20-19 victory over Fiji in the Cup final of the 2019 HSBC Singapore Rugby Sevens at the National Stadium. 
The series’ defending champions will be back in Singapore as the event returns after a two-year Covid-enforced hiatus. PHOTO: HSBC SINGAPORE RUGBY SEVENS

Four bursaries a year for those in sport management, exercise science 

TODAY

BADMINTON
Thomas & Uber Cup Day 5 (StarHub 
Ch201/202, 2.30pm) & Ch201/204, 
7.30pm & Ch 201/202, tomorrow, 
1am.

TENNIS
ATP Tour Indian Wells Masters: Day 
6 (9am) & Day 7 (tomorrow, 2am) – 
StarHub Ch211.
WTA Tour Indian Wells Open: Day 7, 
session 3 ( 9am) & Day 8, q-final 1 
(Thursday, 6am) – Ch201.

TOMORROW

BADMINTON
Thomas Cup Day 6 – Group C: China 
v India (StarHub Ch201 ), Gp D: Japan 

v Malaysia (Ch202) – 2.30pm.
Uber Cup Day 6: Q-finals 
(Ch201/202, 7.30pm & Friday, 1am).

GOLF
European Tour Andalucia Masters: 
Day 1 (StarHub Ch204, 8pm).

TENNIS
ATP Tour Indian Wells Masters: Day 
7 (9am) & Day 8, q-finals 1 & 2 (Friday, 
2am) – StarHub Ch211.
WTA Tour Indian Wells Open: Day 8, 
q-final 2 ( 9am) & Day 9, q-final 3 
(Friday, 6am) – Ch201.

For updates, go to singtel.com &
starhubtvplus.com or check the 
on-screen TV guide.
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Sevens rugby to return 
to Kallang in April 


