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Blended Learning@NIE

Blended Learning @ NIEis a formal learning approach and an institute-wide
policy that requires 100% of NIE courses to use pedagogically sound practices for
a combination of face-to-face and online learning processes and outcomes with

elements of learner control over space, time, pace and path.



SPACE

Learning is not restricted to physical places
such as classrooms and homes and online
places such as Learning Management Systems

TIME

Learning is not restricted
to formal learning hours
PATH
Learning is not restricted to
just one pathway for all learners

PACE

Learning is not restricted to the pace set
by the tutors. Learners have the flexibility of
selting a schedule to fit their needs



Why Blended Learning?

Confined to a set
time and place

y A

' Blended Learning

Enhances benefits of both online and
face-to-face formats while diminishing

Fluid, real time - the constraints
interaction Immediate assistance, (Alammary, Sheard, & Carbone, 2014; Graham,
collaboration, feedback 2006; Picciano, Seaman, Shea, & Swan, 2012)

Promotes active, learner-centred,
collaborative learning

Offer opportunities for multiple learning
paths, enabling individualised learning

(Johnson, Adams Becker, Estrada, & Freeman,
2015; O'Byrne & Pytash, 2015; Powell et al., 2015)

Flexible time
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Restricts ease of
communication and
collaboration between
instructor and peers

instruction



How is Blended Learning different
from Technology-Enhanced Learning
in the classroom?

NIE Tutors have been integrating technology into various learner-centred
learning activities and resources in the classroom, science laboratory,
clinical teaching practica, art/music studio contexts for a very long time.
Today, the term ‘blended learning’ has evolved to mean the integration of
classroom learning with online learning that takes place in an online space
where learninginvolving face-to-face interactions and online engagements
are woven meaningfully from one context to another.
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ICT usage in the Classroom: Basic ICT tools such as presentation slides and
online videos for direct instruction in the classroom.

Enhanced ICT usage in Classroom: Online learning environments (e.g.
learning management systems such as NTULearn and NIE Google
Workspace’s Google Classroom), tools and resources used in conjunction
with direct instruction, learner-centred learning activities and facilitation
of learning in the classroom.

Blended: Online learning environments (e.g. learning management
systems such asNTULearn and NIE Google Workspace's Google
Classroom) and tools used to design and deliver both synchronous and
asynchronous interactive online lessons and learner-centred activities
such as online social discourses, reflections, co-creation of content and
assessments to complement the face-to-face delivery in the classroom.

Purely Online: Courses delivered and assessed entirely online without any
face-to-face interactions with the tutor.



What does a typical NIE course look
like when it is ‘blended™

A Rotational Flipped Learning course is one that operates on afixed
schedule of several learning modalities. At least 30% to 60% of the course
duration would involve synchronous and/or asynchronous online
instruction, interactions, engagements and reflections on a rotational
basis. The remainder of the course can be scheduled following an online or
aseries of online learning to take place in the physical classroom where the
tutor guides learners as they apply concepts and engage creatively in the
subject-matter.
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Figure 2: Rotational Flipped Blended Learning Model. Adapted from Chen, W. {2020, Aug 19-22). The Blended
Learning Model. Keynote speech at the 2020 Global Smart Education Conference. Beijing China.

The Rotational Flipped model accords with NIE’s definition of blended
learning which includes elements of learner control over space, time, pace
and path because the model allows learners to choose aconducive location,
convenient time to learn the content online and to control the pace and
path at which they navigate through the online components.

However, it is essential to note that it is common for learning institutions
to implement more than one blended learning model to meet unique
course requirements. For this reason, the Rotational Flipped model will be
fitting for most NIE blended courses, not a typology for institute-wide
blended course design.

Academic Groups can adapt the Rotational Flipped blended learning
model or adopt other blended learning models that are deemed
appropriate for their course objectives, content and profile of learners.



How will NIE faculty be prepared for
blended learning?

To work towards a cohesive blended learning environment in NIE, Centre for
Innovation in Learning provides intensive and deliberate initial and ongoing upskilling
options to faculty who are transitioning to learner-centered blended learning and
their technical support officers in the respective academic groups:

. Workshops
To acquire capabdity In adepling more peda
scund approaches for blended learning

ally
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, Best & Next Blended Learning Practices
sharing sessions

By faculty for faculty to inspire and be inspired ata
P whitespace for staff development

Blended Design &
| Development Toolkit & Template

J To scalfold the design and development of blended
" courses for faculty and consistency for learers
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