COURSE CONTENT

Course Code / Title : HP4202 Criminal Behaviour

Pre-requisites : HP1000 + HP1100 or CS2008 (PSMA) + HP2400
No. of AUs. 14
Contact Hours :52

Course Aims

The purpose of this course is to provide the opportunity for a guided study of theories, research,
and current issues and debates pertaining to criminal behaviour. This seminar-based course aims
to engage you in thoughtful examinations of selected crime-related topics from social,
psychological, and biological perspectives, an approach that is introduced in the lecture-based,
HP3708 (Biopsychosocial Criminology) course. This course aims to provide useful knowledge and
skills to students who are interested in research on crime, and in careers related to criminal/legal
policy or criminal justice as it provides a foundation for studying the criminal mind and behaviour,
highlights social scientific methods for investigating crime-related issues, and involves discussion
of practical applications of research to deal with crime and criminals.

Intended Learning Outcomes (ILO)

By the end of the course, you should be able to:

1. Describe the concepts and propositions of major theories that are used to explain criminal
behaviour

2. Apply scientific research and theories to real-world problems and cases involving criminal
behaviour

3. Identify and weigh evidence for and against different perspectives in important issues and
debates about crime

4. Competently read, interpret, and critically evaluate empirical research on crime

Course Content

This course focuses on the scientific study of crime, especially the reasons for engaging in criminal
behaviour. In every seminar, the course content will be bridged with the real world through
discussions of contemporary issues related to criminal behaviour. This discussion-based course
will, at times, delve more extensively into topics introduced in the HP3708 (Biopsychosocial
Criminology) lectures.

Topics



Early perspectives on crime: Classical school and positivism
Contemporary classical research

Biosocial perspectives of criminal behaviour

Psychological factors and criminal behaviour

Place and crime

Anomie, strain, and stress

Learning and control

Labelling, shame, and stigma

Juvenile delinquency, Developmental and life-course perspectives
Drugs and crime

Sexual offending

Course Assessment

CAl1l Class participation : 20%
CA2  Special topic presentation  :20%
CA3 In-class quiz : 20%
CA4  Peerreview of final paper  : 5%
CA5  Final paper :35%
Total e
100%

Reading and References

Readings will be allocated from a variety of sources, including book chapters and journal articles,
and will be listed on the course website. As one of the course aims is to introduce contemporary
research and issues related to criminal behaviour, the reading list will be adapted and updated
each time the course is taught to reflect the latest developments in the field, as well as students’
interests.



The reading list will be updated and adapted slightly each time the course is taught to reflect the
latest developments in the field and student interests.
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Planned Weekly Schedule (subject to changes, if any)

Week | Topic Course LO Readings/ Activities
1 Introduction and course overview 1,2,3,4 Nil
2 Early perspectives on crime: Classical 1,2,3,4 Class discussion

school and positivism

3 Contemporary classical research, 1,2,3,4 Class discussion
Biosocial perspectives of criminal
behaviour
4 Psychological factors and criminal 1,2,3,4 Class discussion,
behaviour Group 1
presentation
5 Place and crime 1,2,3,4 Class discussion,
Group 2
presentation
6 Anomie, strain, and stress 1,2,3,4 Class discussion,
Group 3
presentation
7 Continuous assessment: Midterm exam 1,2,3,4 Nil
8 Learning and control 1,2,3,4 Class discussion,
Group 4
presentation
9 Labelling, shame, and stigma 1,2,3,4 Class discussion,
Group 5

presentation




10 Juvenile delinquency, Developmental 1,2,3,4 Class discussion,
and life-course perspectives Group 6
presentation
11 Drugs and crime 1,2,3,4 Class discussion,
Group 7
presentation
12 Sexual offending 1,2,3,4 Class discussion,
Group 8
presentation
13 Final paper preparation 1,2,3,4 Class discussion,

Peer review activity




