
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Abstract  
Incorporating design thinking into academic paper writing offers an unconventional approach to 
enhancing the impact and engagement of scholarly work. This method, rooted in empathizing with the 
reader, defining clear research problems, ideating creative solutions, prototyping through iterative 
drafting, and testing for feedback, can transform the traditional academic writing process. By adopting 
design thinking, researchers can more effectively address their readers’ needs, presenting findings in 
a manner that bridges knowledge gaps and captivates interest. I will provide some practical examples 
and strategies for integrating these principles at every stage of writing. This approach not only makes 
academic findings more accessible and engaging but also encourages authors to think creatively about 
how they present their work, ultimately elevating the quality and impact of scholarly communication. 
Finally, this talk may inspire researchers to reimagine the potential of academic papers, turning them 
into compelling narratives that inform, engage, and inspire the academic community and beyond. 
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