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HH3007 Southeast Asian-China Interactions 
Academic Year: 2025-2026, S1 

Alasdair Chi PhD 
Email: alasdair.chi@ntu.edu.sg   
Location and Timeslot: TR+66 / SS1-B1-02 (South Spine), Wednesday 1430-1720 
 

Learning Outcomes 
By the end of this course, you (as a student) will be able to: 
 

• Provide an overview of a dynamic and long history of interaction between Southeast Asia and 
China from pre-modern times. 

• Examine archaeological artifacts, sites and written sources.  
• Explain Southeast Asian trade relations with China but also to explicate certain questions 

regarding the material culture of early Southeast Asian societies. 
• Identify the relations between Southeast Asia and China during the 19th and 20th centuries 

such as Chinese migration and diaspora in the region, the establishment of transnational 
networks of Chinese social and business institutions, and the roles played by connections and 
overseas Chinese during the height of Chinese nationalism. 

 
Course Description 
In this course, “Southeast Asian-China Interactions”, students will examine Chinese texts, indigenous 
writings—including non-contemporary works that discuss the early historical connections of the 
Southeast Asian kingdoms with China—and archaeological data in the form of artifacts found on both 
land sites and shipwrecks. This course will provide an understanding of the long histories connecting 
Southeast Asia and China, through studying historical documents and archaeological evidence. 
Historical annals in early Chinese dynasties from the Han to early Song dynasty period have been used 
to reconstruct this past, both in developing a narrative of Chinese history and revealing the vibrant 
connections between Chinese dynasties and Southeast Asia.  

Students will also be provided with opportunities to get them to understand the importance of 
archaeological sites as a primary source of historical data. Students will also learn about the trade 
relations between Southeast Asia and China through artefacts such as Chinese ceramics and coins. By 
examining and analyzing the data from the artefacts, students will gain a better understanding of the 
cultural and social aspects of the interactions between China and Southeast Asian societies. 

In the last third of the course, students will look at issues pertaining to relations between Southeast Asia 
and China during the 19th and 20th centuries such as Chinese migration in the region and the Chinese 
diaspora, the establishment of transnational networks by Chinese social and business institutions, and 
the roles played by overseas Chinese during the height of Chinese nationalism. 
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Student Assessment: 
The assessment for this course comprises of the following elements: 

• In-class participation: 25% 
• Primary source analysis and group presentation (Midterms): 20%, Week 8 
• Essay proposal and annotated bibliography: 15% 

o Draft on Week 10, Presentation Week 13 
• Final Essay: 40% After Week 13 

Assessment Component 1 (Participation) - 20%: 
 
In-class discussion will be an important means by which you will learn from your peers and build 
important skills, including constructing convincing arguments; analyzing primary and secondary 
sources; and verbal communication. As such, your contribution to the discussion in class will be 
assessed. It is not enough to merely turn up to class; rather, you will be assessed on the extent to which 
you participate in and contribute to the class discussion. 
 
Assessment Component 2 (Primary source analysis) – 25%: 
 
Primary source analysis is a key skill that is required for historical research. In this short essay, you will 
practice analyzing the ideas about Southeast Asia-China Interactions expressed in historical primary 
sources. You are required to choose ONE primary source from a list of primary sources provided. 
Within assigned groups, deliver a presentation on your chosen primary source to address its 
representation of Southeast Asia-China Interactions. To answer this question, you will need to research 
the historical context of the primary source. This will be conducted in-class. 
 
Assessment Component 3 (Essay proposal) - 15%: 
Developing a research question is a key skill required for historical research. As such, in your major 
essay, you will be required to develop your own research project and write your own essay question. 
This assignment will prepare you for your major essay assignment by giving you the chance to receive 
feedback on your project. 
 
The assignment has two sub-components: 
 
Sub-Component 1 
Section A: Research proposal (300 words) 
In this part of the assignment, you need to do two things. First, explain your essay question. After stating 
your question, explain why it addresses an issue of historical significance and give a brief explanation 
of the scope of the essay (i.e. time period, geographical focus, etc.). Second, your research proposal will 
outline your preliminary argument based on the conclusions you have drawn from your research thus 
far. This second aspect of the research proposal—in which you outline your preliminary argument—
should be the focus of the proposal and take up the majority of the 300 words. 
 
Section B: Annotated bibliography (500 words, not counting citations) 
This section takes the form of an annotated bibliography, that is, a list of sources with an annotation 
following each source explaining why the source is relevant to your essay. The purpose of the annotated 
bibliography is to help you prioritize your time by reading the most relevant sources and to demonstrate 
the extent of your research thus far. The annotated bibliography should include TEN sources, at least 
TWO of which should be primary sources. An annotation of 50 words should be included following 
each referenced source. This annotation should not only state what the source is about but also explain 
why it is relevant to your research. The sources should be properly referenced in the Chicago style 
outlined in the course style guide. 3-10% will be deducted for incorrect referencing style. The citations 
themselves do not count towards the word limit of 500 words. You are expected to have read all of the 
sources referenced (at least in part). It will be quite obvious from the annotations if you haven’t read 
much or any of the sources you include. 
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Sub-Component 2 
 
Presentation 
You will be making a presentation in class outlining your research proposal and describing at least your 
primary sources. These will be made during the Week 13 seminar. 
 
Assessment Component 4 (Final essay) - 40%: 
 
The final essay should be a polished piece of writing that demonstrates your skills in research and 
critical analysis. The research essay should include an interpretation of several primary sources. An 
excellent essay will also position the argument of the essay about different approaches to the study 
Southeast Asia-China Interactions (which we read about in week 2). The essay question you have 
developed should appear at the beginning of the first page. Please use the Chicago referencing style 
(outlined in the Course Style Guide). 3-10% will be deducted for incorrect referencing style. 
 
The word count for this essay is 3500 words, not including citations and footnotes. 

• A penalty of 5% will be levied for essays exceeding (10%), i.e. 3851 words or longer. 
• A penalty of 15% will be levied for essays exceeding (15%), i.e. 4001 words or longer. This is 

not a cumulative penalty. 
• Essays that grossly exceed the word limit will be further penalised, up to a penalty of 50%. 

 

Formative feedback: 
You will receive formative feedback through: 

1. Verbal feedback on your participation in class discussions (component 1) throughout the 
course of the semester; 

2. Written feedback on assignment components 2, 3, 4 and 5.  
Moreover, the assessment is ‘scaffolded’ so that the written feedback on components 2 and 3 will 
provide students with feedback for component 4. 

 

Office Hours 
I am a part-time lecturer but will be free after class most times. Just send me an email and we can plan 
a time around our schedules as I may be seeing multiple students. Give me one day to respond. 

 

Plagiarism 
Good academic work depends on honesty and ethical behaviour.  The quality of your work as a student 
relies on adhering to the principles of academic integrity and to the NTU Honour Code, a set of values 
shared by the whole university community.  Truth, Trust and Justice are at the core of NTU’s shared 
values. 

As a student, it is important that you recognize your responsibilities in understanding and applying the 
principles of academic integrity in all the work you do at NTU.  Not knowing what is involved in 
maintaining academic integrity does not excuse academic dishonesty.  You need to actively equip 
yourself with strategies to avoid all forms of academic dishonesty, including plagiarism, academic 
fraud, collusion and cheating.  If you are uncertain of the definitions of any of these terms, you should 
go to the academic integrity website for more information.  Consult your instructor(s) if you need any 
clarification about the requirements of academic integrity in the course. 

 
GAI Usage 
Use of General Artificial Intelligence (GAI) is permitted in the following situations: 1) Assist in 
generating key ideas only; 2) Assist in refining syntax and grammar for correct language submission 

http://www.ntu.edu.sg/ai/ForEveryone/Pages/NTUAcademicIntegrityPolicy.aspx
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only. The final write-up MUST be the student’s own work. 

Students must preserve a digital paper trail showing the way the GAI assistant was used. This should 
be a Word document specifying the particular GAI assistant used and include the prompts given to the 
GAI assistant and the GAI output, or outputs if several are generated. Use of GAI assistance is not 
permitted in the development or generation of this assignment or project. 

 

On the Digital Paper Trail: 
Students are required, besides submitting the final work in the NTULearn facility, to also submit the 
paper trail as a Word document or documents, in a second and separate assignment section for this 
purpose under NTULearn. For assignments where the submission is non-digital, the students can create 
a photo journal or a blog to document the journey and submit the pdf of this instead. 

This digital paper trail must be maintained for later reference, at least until the end of the Academic 
Year following the semester in which the relevant assignment is submitted. This is to preserve the 
potential evidence in case there is a later complaint or suspicion relating to academic integrity violations 
regarding that submission, or for further investigation by the school or other schools or the university 
when other academic integrity matters are raised regarding the same student, and it is deemed desirable 
to cross-check conduct in earlier courses. 

 

The student must sign and submit with the assignment/project write-up a declaration regarding such 
use. In addition, the student must provide footnote or in-text references in the submission indicating 
any text paraphrase or significant fact or idea that originated with the GAI assistant. 

 

See example below: 

Reference list entry example (with a shareable link generated by the AI tool) 

OpenAI. (2023). ChatGPT (Aug 7 version) [Large language model]. 

https://chat.openai.com/share/46ce4720-19bd-4c21-84f0-7a69ec4af03d 

 
 
Timetable for HH3007 Southeast Asian-China Interactions 
 

Week Topic Readings/ Activities 

1 Introduction Required 

Miksic (2013): “The Three Seas of the Southern 
Ocean” (p.25-32; 42-50) 

Wang (2003): “South to Nan-Yueh”, “A Passage to 
Huang-Chih”, “A Mission to Funan” (p.3-36) 

Wolters (1967): “Early Asian Trade Routes and 
Southeast Asia” (p.31-48) 
 

2 Chinese Textual Sources on 
Southeast Asia-China Relations: 
Funan, Northern and Southern 
Dynasties, Sui and into the Tang 

Required 

Bielenstein (2005): “The Sources” and “Introduction” 
(p.1-8) 

Chau (1966), “Introduction” (p.27-28) 

https://chat.openai.com/share/46ce4720-19bd-4c21-84f0-7a69ec4af03d


5  

Chittick (2020), “Managing Prosperity”, “The 
Buddhist Repertoire I” (p.192-205; 269-282) 

Heng (2009), “Sino-Malay Interaction in the First 
Millenium AD”, (p.19-36) 

For Class Discussion 

Miksic (2013): “The Three Seas of the Southern 
Ocean” (p. 45-49; 63-86) 

Wang (2003): “The Tribute of Holy Things”, “The 
Needs of an Emperor” (p.31-82) 

Wolters (1967): “The Development of Asian Maritime 
Trade”, “The Vintage Texts”, “Shippers of the Persian 
Cargoes” (p.71-85, 86-95, 139-158) 

Optional 

Bielenstein (2005): “Continental South Asia and the 
Islands” (p.9-100) 

Readings, presentations, seminar discussions 
 

3 Chinese Textual Sources on 
Southeast Asia-China Relations, 
Part 2: Song, Yuan, and Ming 

Chau (1966), “Introduction” (p.28-39) 

Heng (2009), Chapters 2 & 3 (p.37-110) 

Miksic (2013), “The Rise of the Island Empires”, 
“From the Fall of Srivijaya to the Rise of Singapore”, 
“Singapore’s Ancient History” 
(p.73-79, 93-112, 128-133, 190-198) 

Ma Huan (1970): “Introduction” (p.1-19) 

For Class Discussion 

Chau (1966): “Annam”, “Palembang”, “Lambri”, 
“Java” (p.47-50; 60-69, 72-75, 75-82) 

Wang (1916): “Annam”, “Palembang”, “Lambri”, 
“Java”  (p.85-95, 134-136, 148-149; 239-250) 

Ma Huan (1970): “Champa”, “Palembang”, “Lambri”, 
“Java” (p.77-85; 98-102; 122-124; 86-97) 

Miksic and Goh (2017), “Yijing” (p.289-291) 

Optional 

Brown (2004), Tai (2011) 

Tan (1974): “The Śri Vijayan Inscription of Canton 
(A.D. 1079)” 

Wolters (1967): “The favored coast of early 
Indonesian commerce”, “The heritage and prospects of 
Srivijaya” (p.197-253) 
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4 Indigenous and Indian sources on 
Southeast Asia and China 

Miksic (2013): “Singapore’s Ancient History” (p.146-
190); previous excerpts concerning Funan, Srivijaya, 
Kedah, Champa 

Miksic and Goh (2017): “Early Buddhism”—“Patron-
Client Ties” (p.236-247); “Bagan” (p.361-370); 
“Angkor Wat”—“The Economy” (p.378-387) 

Wheatley (1961): “The Indians in Malaya”, The 
Golden Khersonese (p.177-208) 

For Class Discussion 

Allen (1985): “An inscribed tablet from Kedah, 
Malaysia: Comparison with Earlier Finds” 

Christie (1998): “The Medieval Tamil-language 
Inscriptions in Southeast Asia and China” 

Goh (2009): “Myanmar’s Relations with China” 

Lustig (2011): “Using Inscription Data to Investigate 
Power in Angkor’s Empire” 

Zhou (2004): A Record of Cambodia 

Optional 

Christie (1998): “Javanese Markets and the Asian Sea 
Trade Boom” (p.344-381) 

Kelley (2005): Beyond the Bronze Pillars 
(Ch.1-2, p.5-64) 

Wolters (1967): “Early Indonesian trade with India” 
(p.63-70) 

5 Arab and European sources on 
Southeast Asia and China 

 
 

European sources 

Wheatley (1961): “The Malay Peninsula as Known to 
the West”, The Golden Khersonese (p.123-176) 

Pires (1944), “Introduction”, The Suma Oriental of 
Tome Pires (p.xiii-xcvi) 

Miksic (2013),  

Arabic sources 

Tibbetts (1971), “The Topography of the Navigational 
Texts”, (p.393-398; 449-503) 

Wheatley (1961): “The Arabs in Malaya”, The Golden 
Khersonese (p.210-255) 

For Class Discussion 

Laffan (2005): “Finding Java” (p.22-70) – al-Idrisi 
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Leger (2016) 

Ibn Battuta (2004): Chapters XXII-XXIII 

Windstedt (1958) on Classic Malay Literature 

Pires (1944): Books 3-5 (p.88-228) 

Ricci (2002) Citing as a Site 

6 The Silk Roads of the Pax 
Mongolica; Singapore in the Silk 
Road of the Sea 

 
 

Park (2019) 

Polo by Yule and Cordier 

Yokkaichi (2019) 

Miksic (2013): “Singapore’s Ancient History” (p.146-
190) Later chapters about Santa Maria, De Eredia 

For Class Discussion 

Cortesao (1944) 

Leyden (1821) 

Wang Dayuan (1916), “Siam”, “Longyamen”, 
“Banzu” (p.100, 129-133) 

Founding of Singapore 

Defense of Singapore 

Fall of Singapore 

Hang Li Po and Raja Putih stories in SM and Cortesao 
 

7 Archaeology and Artefacts 1  

Field trip to Fort Canning 

Flecker (2010), Guy (2010) 
 

8 Archaeology and Artefacts 2 

 

In-class source-based examination 

 

9 Archaeology and Artefacts 3 
(Ceramics– trade and local 
ceramics – land sites –– 
shipwrecks) 

Oxford Handbooks: 

• Archaeology 
• Archaeological Ceramic Analysis 
• Public Archaeology 

For Class Discussion 

Ong (2023) 

Flecker (2002) 

Flecker (2022) 

Wicks (1992) 
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10 Chinese Migration and Diaspora in 
Southeast Asia 

Ebrey and Walthall (2014): “Western Imperialism” 
(306-313) and Ch.18 “China in Decline” 

Ho (2009): Introduction (xi-xvi) and Ch.1 (9-18) 

McKeown (1999) 

Wang in Reid (2000) 

Class Discussion 

Arifin (2023) 

Blusse, Salmon in Reid (2000) 

Hardwick (2008) 

Ruiz-Stovel (2000) 

Readings; presentation; seminar discussions  
 

11 Chinese Nationalism and Overseas 
Chinese in Southeast Asia  

 
 

Ebrey and Walthall (2014): Ch.24-25 

Duara (1995); Huang (2019) 

Sidel (2012); Yen (1982) 

Class Discussion  

Murashima (2013) 

Tuong Vu (2014) 

Enze Han (2019) 

Kiernan (1986) 

Teo (2005) 

presentation; seminar discussions 
 

12 Transnational and International 
Networks: Business and Crime 
China and Southeast Asia 

Evans et al. (2000); Heiduk and Sakaki (2019); 
Lim (2012); Lintner (2000); Menon (2023) 

Class Discussion 

Koh (2013) 

Kaufman (2001) 

Tham (2023) 

Luk and Wong (2023) and Jesperson et al. (2023) 

Stoddart (2011) 

presentation; seminar discussions 
 

13 Presentations of essay proposals No readings; presentations 

Draft essay outlines due 
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