History of Modern China and British Hong Kong, 1945-97 (HH4029)

Module Convenor: Dr. Florence Mok

Course Description:

This module explores the ‘three-legged-stool’ relationship between China, Hong Kong and
Britain. It documents the diplomatic, political, social and economic history of modern China
and British Hong Kong. It examines how changing politics and events in China influenced
Sino-British relations and the British colony during the period from 1945 to 1997, and vice
versa.

Hong Kong was important geo-politically. Due to geographical proximity, developments in
China and Hong Kong always affected each other. The 1967 riots were a classic example.
Historically, the legitimacy of British rule was never recognized by the Chinese governments.
Tensions always existed between Britain and China over Hong Kong’s future constitutional
settlement. Politically, the Chinese Communists and the western governments both treated
Hong Kong as a strategic base during the Cold War, advocating competing ideologies.
Economically, it served as an economic gateway for the Communist regime to trade with
foreign powers and earn foreign exchange. Hong Kong was also unique. Scholars promoted
the concept that Hong Kong was a peculiar colony. The colonial government exercised a
policy of indirect rule, combining economic laissez-faire with some interventions in for
example the provision of social housing. The society underwent rapid urbanization but
remained relatively stable. Western and Chinese culture blended. Hong Kong Chinese
increasingly differentiated themselves from Mainland Chinese. This module examines the
connections between China and British Hong Kong via six inter-locking themes: imperial
diplomacy, diplomatic end game, social order and colonial state-building, identity, political
culture and economic dynamism. Through exploring the modern history of China and British
Hong Kong, useful insights in China’s development, international relations and British
colonialism can be acquired.

Module Learning Outcomes:

e An in depth understanding of a specific historical topic using primary and secondary
materials

e Ability to analyse original sources and relate primary and secondary materials to one
another

e Familiarity with key debates and evolving historiography

Module Organization:

The Module divides into four elements, which map onto the assessment:

We pool knowledge and debate the dominant themes of Hong Kong's post-war history, and
how to divide up the Hong Kong past temporally. These slots will be organized informally, as
workshops, and lay down foundation knowledge for all four modes of assessment: class
participation; the annotated bibliography; the quiz (gobbets) and the assessed essay of 4,000-
word.



1. Class Participation (10%)
Each student should at least present once throughout the semester. The presentation and class
participation will count towards the final grade.

2. Annotated Bibliography (20%0)

An annotated bibliography is a list of citations to books, articles, and documents. Each
citation is followed by a brief (usually about 150 words) descriptive and evaluative
paragraph, the annotation. The purpose of the annotation is to inform the reader of the
relevance, accuracy, and quality of the sources cited. Due in Week 7 (25 February, 2022).

Creating an annotated bibliography calls for the application of a variety of intellectual skills:
concise exposition, succinct analysis, and informed library research. The creation of an
annotated bibliography is to build towards the assessed essay, which is due after Easter. It
should include: Full bibliographic citation, Author’s Background, Scope of the work, Main
argument, Methodology, Sources, Strengths and Weaknesses, Your Voice / Personal
Conclusion.

3. Quiz: Gobbet Analysis (30%0)

Practices of gobbet analysis run from weeks 2 to 10 on each topic. In week 11 (1 April,
2022) there will be a gobbet paper quiz, which is consisted of 6 questions. You need to
choose 3 out of 6 to answer.

4. Assessed essay work (40%o)

This element runs through the whole year, and involves independent learning. Y ou must
choose a topic of Hong Kong history to be researched during the year. This 4000-word essay
is due after Easter. Under my guidance (there will be seminar space and tutorial times to
converse about your focus and findings) you will craft an assessed essay question and deploy
published sources to answer it. (Due 30 April, 2022)

Teaching Programme:

Week | Discussion Group Learning Focus

1 Briefing e Allocate tasks and presentations
e Understand the structure of the course and
assessments.

2 Introduction Set up the module

Introduce students to the course structure
Assign presentations and tasks

Get to know Hong Kong and begin to examine

how the place changed across time.

3 Hong Kong as A Case e Explore the evolution of international politics in
Study: Diplomacy and East Asia and how they affected constitutional
Imperial Retreat, status of Hong Kong.
1942-1965 e Investigate the developments of the

governments of Mainland China, Britain and




the United Statas, and how they affected the
security of Hong Kong.

4 Diplomatic End e Analyse the events leading up to the signing of
Game, 1966-1997 the Sino-British Joint Declaration in 1984.

5 Political System e Examine the political system in Hong Kong in

the pre-war period.

e Analyse considerations and reasons behind
political reforms in post-war period. (Absence
of channels of political communications, 1967
riots etc.)

e Look at how the reformist colonial state
solicited public opinion without introducing a
democratic electorate system.

6 Internal Development e Examine origins of the Cultural Revolution.
and Social Order in e Analyse the relationship between the Cultural
China and Hong Kong Revolution in China and the 1967 riots in Hong

Kong.

7 Social Order in Hong e Re-evaluate the colonial state’s social policy
Kong based on existing literature and link it to the
(Annotated ‘absence’ of mass rebellions in Hong Kong.
Bibliography) e Examine the relationship between China’s

Cultural Revolution and Hong Kong’s 1967
riots.

e Discuss the impact of the 1967 riots.

8 Immigration and e Investigate the changing immigration policies in
Identity formation Hong Kong.

e Explore how the influx of Chinese immigrants
from China affected the identity formation
process in Hong Kong.

e Examine other means the colonial government
used to instil a sense of belonging among Hong
Kong Chinese (education, community building
projects, e.g. Clean Hong Kong Campaign,
Hong Kong Festival.)

9 Political Culture Compare political culture in Hong Kong and China.
Discuss if political culture of Hong Kong Chinese
had changed over time.

Investigate the case study, Chinese as the Official

Language Movement in 1974.

10 Economic Growth Explain the pattern of economic change
(industrialisation under a small and non-
interventionist state) in Hong Kong.

11 Quiz Gobbet Quiz




12 Tutor Meeting e Set up essay questions (due in summer term, a
3,000-word essay based on student’s chosen theme
with a title agreed by the tutor.

Assessment:

Class participation and presentation (10%)
An annotated bibliography (20%)

A gobbet quiz in Week 7 (30%)

A 4,000-word essay (40%)

KEY TEXT READ BEFORE THE BEGINNING OF SEMESTER:

John Carroll, 4 Concise History of Hong Kong (Hong Kong, 2007)

Steve Tsang, A Modern History of Hong Kong (London, 2004)




WEEK 2: Introduction

The aim of this three-hour seminar is to get to know our place, Hong Kong, and to begin to
think about how it changed across time.

Readings:

R. H. Hughes, ‘An Urban Study’, The Geography Journal, 117:1 (1962), pp. 1-23 (available
in Jstor.)

R. H. Hughes, ‘Hong Kong: Far Eastern Meeting Point’, Geographical Journal, 129:4
(1963), pp. 450-465.

William Harold Ingrams, Hong Kong (London, 1952), Chapter 8, ‘Squatters’.

A. Grantham, Via Ports: From Hong Kong to Hong Kong (Hong Kong, 1965), Chapter 6,
‘Return to Port, 1947-57".

1. Presentations: Summarize essential texts. The allocation will be made before the
seminar.

Part A. Capturing the Essence of Hong Kong at moments in time.

Group task 1: (Done before attending the seminar)

Do background research online and read the key texts. Learn about Hong Kong’s historical
background (the Opium Wars and treaties.) Write a one-page basic travel guide extract for
Hong Kong in the 1950s and 1960s on one of the following themes:

Physical Geography (Climate, built environment etc)

Politics (Political system, institutional changes and role of Governor etc)
Economy (Level of development etc)

Society (Role of the family and level of ‘social stability’ etc)
International relations (Sino-British relations etc)

Group task 2: (To be completed at the seminar)
Group discussions. To write a revised version for the 1970s and 1980s.

Individual task 1: (To be completed at the seminar)
Describe using 150-200 words the experience of living in Hong Kong in c. 1984 for: 1) a
working class man or women; 2) a businessman; 3) the new middle class.

(To prepare for this task, you can also survey some of the oral history resources available
listed in the bibliography for the assessed essay, under the left hand menu item, general
history assessment.)

Part B: Critically analysing our literature
2. Plenary level debate around some general questions

What is significant about the history of Hong Kong?
Why does studying Hong Kong matter?
What might have influenced how the history of Hong Kong has been written?



WEEK3: Hong Kong as A Case Study: Diplomacy and Imperial Retreat, 1942-1965

The aim of the seminar is to explore using a well-established but still expanding international
history literature dating back to the early 1970s the evolution of international politics in East
Asia and how they affected the constitutional status of Hong Kong as a British colony at a
time when Britain was retreating (or being kicked out) of colonies and informal spheres of
influence (as in Shanghai) across the world.

Readings:
E. Stuart Kirby, ‘Hong Kong and the British Position in China’, The Annals of the American
Academy of Political and Social Science, 277 (1951), pp. 193-202.

G. B. Endacott, Government and People in Hong Kong, 1841-1962, A Constitutional History
(Hong Kong, 1964), Chapter 14, ‘Government By Discussion-How the Constitution Works’.

Edward Hambro, ‘Chinese Refugees in Hong Kong’, The Phylon Quarterly, 18:1 (1957), pp.
69-81.

Steve Tsang, A Documentary History of Hong Kong: Government and Politics (Hong Kong,
1995), Chapter 2, ‘Representation and Democratization’, pp. 81-92.

This literature typically underplays the agency of Chinese people in Hong Kong but, at least
to begin with, we will examine developments via three major players: the governments of
Mainland China, Britain and the United States, and how they sought to affect the security of
Hong Kong. We also have two minor players to consider: the government of Japan (a major
player, 1937-42); and the government of today's Taiwan (at the time, Formosa), the residue
of the Republic of China, home to the Kuomintang, which had ruled China (or rather parts of
it, from 1928-1949).

This is a complex story and so to simplify, at least initially, we have a core question:

To what extent and why did imperial ties between Britain and Hong Kong loosen?
Did links between Hong Kong and China, on the other hand, strengthened?

The seminar divides into the following parts:

Part A.
Group 1 presents on our core question using the introductory and essential literature for this
week (and some of the introductory and essential readings from previous weeks).

Group 2 also presents on our core question using the introductory and essential literature for
this week (and some of the introductory and essential readings from previous weeks).

This is a standard scientific technique (yes History is a science not an art!): get two groups
working independently to present findings and to compare results. The groups will have 20
minutes each to present (using no more than 7 power point slides, including the title

page), and will be required to answer questions on their results.

Part B.
We use the presentations and questions to adjust our answer to our core question, discussing
refinements. We may split into groups at this stage to facilitate participation.



There will be discussions about the essential reading. We will split into groups to check
comprehension and report back on issues that require clarification.

Part C.
what is a gobbet?

We will apply our knowledge to a new question on the international history of Hong Kong,
1950-64. Two gobbet abstracts will be provided on the day, not in advance. We will work
through and discuss the gobbets together at class.



WEEK4: Diplomatic End Game, 1966-1997

The seminar extends the analysis of last week by examining the decades leading up to the
signing of the Sino-British Agreement in 1984, the constitutional settlement that returned
Hong Kong to China, the culmination of a process by which the "unfair" international
treaties of the mid-19th century granting Western powers and their subject preferential rights
within China, and ceding parts of the China to outside control, were abrogated.

Readings:
Steve Tsang, A Modern History of Hong Kong (London, 2004), Chapter 15.

Chi-kwan Mark, ‘Lack of Means or Loss of Will? The United Kingdom and the
Decolonization of Hong Kong, 1957-1967°, The International History Review, 31:1, pp. 45-
71.

Chi-kwan Mark, ‘To ‘“Educate’” Deng Xiaoping in Capitalism: Thatcher’s Visit to China and
the Future of Hong Kong in 1982°, Cold War History, 17:2 (2017), pp. 161-180.

Chan Ming Ki and John D. Young, Precarious Balance: Hong Kong between China and
Britain, 1842-1992 (Armonk, 1994), Chapter, ‘The MacLehose-Y oude Years: Balancing the
‘Three-Legged Stool’, 1971-1986°.

This international history literature is far less well developed than for the period 1942-1965
due to a paucity of documentary source (this diplomacy of recapture/retreat is highly
contentious still particular in China) but there have been extremely valuable contributions.
Once again most of these take a top down approach, looking at the positioning of diplomats.
The typical way to explore this period as international history is to look for turning points,
crucial events that created an impetus towards a settlement: this was never a done deal: it had
to be carefully negotiated and there were always alternative paths that could be taken.

We ask a simple question to begin with:

How did Sino-British relations evolve in ways that improved the prospect of a peaceful
end to British rule in Hong Kong?

The seminar splits in the following parts.

Part A.

Presentations. Group A to answer this question using a 20-minute presentation that deploys
no more than 7 Power Point slides. To be followed by questions. Group B to answer this
question using a 20-minute presentation that deploys no more than 7 Power Point slides. To
be followed by questions. We each individually draft a response to this question, and debate
any problems at a plenary level.

Part B.

We use small group analysis to check comprehension of our essential texts and raise issues at
a plenary level. We examine using workshops the implications of the Cold War on everyday
lives in Hong Kong (a link to forthcoming essay and gobbet analysis).

Part C.
We will apply our knowledge to a new question on the international history of Hong Kong,



1966-97. Two gobbet abstracts will be provided on the day, not in advance. We will work
through and discuss the gobbets together at class.

WEEKS: Political System




This seminar aims at comparing the political systems in Hong Kong in pre-war and post-war
period. We are going to examine how Hong Kong was governed before the Second World
War and the late 1960s (before the Star Ferry riots in 1966 and the leftist-inspired riots in
1967). We will analyze considerations and reasons behind political reforms in post-war
period, for example, the absence of channels of political communications and political
instability etc. The seminar will look at how the reformist colonial state solicited public
opinion without introducing a democratic electorate system.

Readings:

Ambrose Y. King, ‘Administrative Absorption of Politics in Hong Kong: Emphasis on the
Grass Roots Level’, Asian Survey, 15:5 (1975), pp. 422-39.

P. B. Harris, ‘Representative Politics in a British Dependency: Some Reflections on Problems
of Representations in Hong Kong’, Parliamentary Affairs, 28 (1975), pp. 180-198.

Steve Tsang, A Modern History of Hong Kong (London, 2004), Chapter 2, ‘The Foundation
of a Crown Colony’.

lan Scott, ‘Bridging the Gap: Hong Kong Senior Civil Servants and the 1966 Riots’, The
Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth History ,45:1 (2017), pp. 131-48.

Florence Mok, ‘Public Opinion Polls and Covert Colonialism in British Hong Kong’, China
Information, 33:1 (2019), pp. 66-87.

The key questions are:

How did the political system in Hong Kong evolve and why?

Did the public engage increasingly in the policy making process?
The seminar splits in the following parts.

Part A.

Presentations. Group A to answer this question using a 20-minute presentation that deploys
no more than 7 Power Point slides. To be followed by questions. Group B to answer this
question using a 20-minute presentation that deploys no more than 7 Power Point slides. To
be followed by questions. We each individually draft a response to this question, and debate
any problems at a plenary level.

Part B.

We use small group analysis to check comprehension of our essential texts and raise issues at
a plenary level. We examine using workshops the origins and implications of these political
reforms in Hong Kong.

Part C.
Two gobbet abstracts will be provided on the day, not in advance. We will work through and
discuss the gobbets together at class.

WEEKG6: Internal Development and Social Order in China and Hong Kong
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This seminar aims to examine internal development and social order in China, laying the
foundation for our next seminar on social order in colonial Hong Kong. It will examine the
relationship between the Cultural Revolution in China and the 1967 riots in Hong Kong. It
will also investigate the origins of the Cultural Revolution. We will then analyze its
relationship with the 1967 riots and impact on Sino-British-Hong Kong relations.

The key questions are:
What was the Cultural Revolution?

How did the internal development in China affect Hong Kong?

Readings:
Roderick MacFarquhar and Michael Schoenhals, Mao’s Last Revolution (Cambridge, 2006),
Introduction, pp. 1-13.

Ray Yep, ‘“‘Cultural Revolution in Hong Kong’’: Emergency Powers, Administration of
Justice and the Turbulent Years of 1967°, Modern Asian Studies, 46:4 (2012), pp. 1007-1032.

Gary Ka-wai Cheung, ‘Introduction: The 1967 Riots: A Watershed in the Postwar History of
Hong Kong’, in Hong Kong’s Watershed: The 1967 Riots (Hong Kong, 2009), pp. 1-8;
Chapter 9, ‘Finale to the Hong Kong-style Cultural Revolution’, pp. 121-130; Chapter 10,
‘Impact of the 1967 Riots’, pp. 131-42.

Luofu Ye, ‘Propaganda as Leftist Culture: Hong Kong’s Involvement in the Cultural
Revolution’, Comparative Literature Studies, 52:1 (2015), pp. 80-96.

Part 1.

Presentations. Group A to answer the first question using a 20-minute presentation that
deploys no more than 8 Power Point slides. To be followed by questions. Group B to answer
the second question using a 20-minute presentation that deploys no more than 8 Power Point
slides. To be followed by questions. We each individually draft a response to this question,
and debate any problems at a plenary level.

Part 2.
Discuss in groups how the Cultural Revolution could have affected Hong Kong and Sino-

British relations.

Part 3.
Discuss the Annotated Bibliography assignment and explain how to compile one.
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WEEK?7: Social Order in Hong Kong
(HAND IN Annotated Bibliography)

In comparative terms, Hong Kong was a remarkably ordered placed. Unlike other societies
experiencing rapid demographic change, industrialization, globalization, decolonization and
the Cold War, it did not experience mass rebellions, high crime rates and regime change. The
social history of post-war Hong Kong is undeveloped; perhaps because it presents no crises
to be accounted for. The literature on social change is disparate and often discreet: it covers
issues such as crime and punishment and housing. Our task for this seminar is to integrate
this literature and link it to our puzzle regarding social order, the lack of significant disorder-
with the possible exception of the riots in 1966, and 1967. Much of this literature is focused
on the state, and re-evaluates social policy making. The Hong Kong colonial state was
classically perceived as ‘laissez faire’, an ideology which we examine closely next term. A
revisionist examines the provision of public goods, such as public health, law and order, and
reinvestigates the legendary turning point of the 1970s, when welfare expenditure rose. The
major intervention by the colonial state was in housing: this corrected a universal ‘market
failure’, the under-supply of decent cheap housing to the poor.

Our central question is:
To what extent and by what means did the Hong Kong colonial state solve problems of
social disagreed and squalor?

Readings:

Jon Vagg and Harold Traver, Crime and Justice in Hong Kong (Oxford, 1991), Chapter:
Crime Trends.

Carol Jones, ‘Law, Patriarchies and State Formation in England and Post-Colonial Hong
Kong’, Journal of Law and Society, 28 (2001), pp. 265-289.

Ray Yep, ‘“‘Cultural Revolution in Hong Kong’’: Emergency Powers, Administration of
Justice and the Turbulent Years of 1967°, Modern Asian Studies, 46:4 (2012), pp. 1007-1032.

Ray Yep and Tai-Lok Lui, ‘Revisiting the Golden Era of MacLehose and the Dynamics of
Social Reforms’, China Information, 24:3 (2010), pp. 249-272.

Stephen Chiu and Kent K. W. Lee, ‘The Crime Wave in Hong Kong, 1960s-1970s:
Unintended Consequence of Colonial Governance Reform’, Social Transformations in
Chinese Societies, 9:1 (2013), pp. 79-117.

The seminar splits in the following parts.

Part A.
Group A to answer the sub-question regarding the timing of changes to social policies: how
did events (such as riots) affect the evolution of state’s social policies towards (e.g. housing
and criminality)? Use no more than eight Power Point slides, and speak for no more than 15
minutes

12



Group B to answer the sub-question: how did the personalities of governors affect the
evolution of state’s social policies? Use no more than eight Power Point slides, and speak for
no more than 15 minutes.

(We will check, if need be, the comprehension of particular texts.)
Part B.
We will answer (using small groups reporting back to the whole seminar) a new question

about the history of social policy making in Hong Kong.

Part C.
Gobbet session.
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WEEKS: Immigration and Identity Formation

This seminar aims to investigate the changing immigration policies in Hong Kong. It will
explore how the influx of Chinese immigrants from China affected the identity formation
process in Hong Kong. It will also examine other means the colonial government used to
instill a sense of belonging among Hong Kong Chinese (education, community building
projects, e.g. Clean Hong Kong Campaign, Hong Kong Festival.)

Key questions are:

Did Hong Kong identity emerge in the 1970s? If yes, why?

What did the state do to instill a sense of belonging among Hong Kong Chinese?
Explain the identity formation process. Was it a top-down or bottom-up process?
Readings:

John Carroll, A Concise History of Hong Kong (Hong Kong, 2007), Chapter 7, ‘Becoming
Hong Kongese’, pp. 167-189.

Steve Tsang, A Modern History of Hong Kong (London, 2004), Chapter 13, ‘The Rise of the
Hong Kongers’, pp. 180-196.

Chi-kwan Mark, ‘The ‘‘Problem of People’’: British Colonials, Cold War Powers, and the
Chinese Refugees in Hong Kong, 1949-62°, Modern Asian Studies, 41:6 (2007), pp. 1145-
1181.

Ray Yep and Tai-Lok Lui, ‘Revisiting the Golden Era of MacLehose and the Dynamics of
Social Reforms’, China Information, 24:3 (2010), pp. 249-272.

Florence Mok, ‘Chinese Illicit Immigration into Colonial Hong Kong, ¢. 1970-1980°, Journal
of Imperial and Commonwealth History, 49:2 (2021), pp. 339-267.

Part A.

Group A to answer the sub-question regarding the relationship between immigration policies
and identities: how did shifting immigration policy affect the identity formation process in
Hong Kong? And did popular discourse also influence immigration policy? Use no more than
eight Power Point slides, and speak for no more than 20 minutes

Group B to answer the sub-question: what were the other means the colonial regime use to
instill a sense of belonging among Hong Kong Chinese? Use no more than eight Power Point
slides, and speak for no more than 20 minutes.

Part B.
We will answer (using small groups reporting back to the whole seminar) a new question
about identity in Hong Kong.

Part C.
Gobbet session.
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WEEKY: Political Culture

There is a persistent truism about the ordinary people of Hong Kong: that during the colonial
period, they were politically ‘apathetic’. They did not challenge the colonial state, demanding
decolonization - a return to China, or independence; and participation rates in elections was
low. A niche literature emerged from the 1970s to explain this ‘apathy’, and it deployed
culturally essentialist notions: that Chinese people did not do politics in the same way as
people in the West; there had been partial or delayed modernization—economic growth and
state building had not led to democracy. This literature made the obvious point that the
colonial political system was unreformed. There has been discussion of introducing direct
elections to a Municipal Council in the 1940s (which we examine closely next term) but there
had only been piecemeal reforms in the aftermath of the 1967 riots to improve consultation
between the non-elected rulers and ordinary people. There was already strong (but partial)
consultation between bureaucrats and business and professional elites, which steadily became
entrenched; we also explore this topic next term by looking closely at how policies were
made.

At this stage we address the idea of ‘apathy’, focusing on the ideas of Lau, and King in
particular, and how this notion of an ossified political culture has been challenged by
sociologists: Lam; Lui and Chiu.

Our seminar question is:
How do we define political culture?

To what extent and why did Hong Kong political culture change?
Readings:

Ronald Formisano, ‘The Concept of Political Culture’, Journal of Interdisciplinary History,
31:3 (2001), pp. 393-426.

J. S. Hoadley, ‘Hong Kong is the Life Boat: Notes on Political Culture and Socialization’,
Journal of Oriental Studies, 7 (1970), pp. 206-218.

J. S. Hoadley, ‘Political Participation of Hong Kong Chinese: Partterns and Trends’, Asian
Survey, 13:6 (1973), pp. 604-616.

Lau Siu-kai, ‘Chinese Familism in an Urban-Industrial Setting: The Case of Hong Kong’,
Journal of Marriage and Family, 43:4 (1981), pp. 977-992.

Lam Wai-man, Understanding the Political Culture of Hong Kong: The Paradox of Activism
and Depoliticization (Armonk, 2004), Chapter, ‘A Critique of the Claims of Political
Indifference’.

The seminar splits in the following parts:
Part A.
Presentations. First group has to answer: According to Hoadley, how was the political culture

in Hong Kong? Explain (20 mins) Questions on the scholarship and approach/ Feedback/
Open to the floor (10-15 mins). The second group then has to do a presentation on the
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question: Compare and evaluate Lau and Lam’s views on Hong Kong’s political culture. (20
mins) Questions on the scholarship and approach/ Feedback/ Open to the floor (10-15 mins).

Part B.

Group discussion:

Q.1 'The Chinese Language Movement was the most important social movement in the
1970s'. Discuss. (10 mins group discussion, 10 mins report back and 15 mins discussion)

Part C.

Analysis of extracts from secondary sources. 2 abstracts will be provided for each group
(from secondary literatures: Lam, and King: see above) You will be asked to comment on
these sources to re-evaluate the validity of the secondary literature. 15 mins group discussion,
15 mins report back and 15 mins general discussion.
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WEEK 10: Economic Growth

The Hong Kong economy was one the post-war great success stories. In 1945 most people in
this British colony were poor, and the economy had been severely degraded during the war.
By 1984, incomes had risen, lifting millions of people out of poverty; the built environment
had been transformed; and standard social measures of affluence, such as infant mortality
rates, had converged with those in the West. Hong Kong grew alongside other Asian
Dragons, South Korea, Taiwan and Singapore, which followed Japan, the first modern
industrial economy in Asia.

Our task at this seminar is to describe and explain this pattern of economic change. We focus
on industrialization, for this was the major development of the times, a continuation of a
process that began in the pre-war period. Hong Kong was still a diverse economy. It had a
large tertiary sector post war, which we explore next term, and shipping, insurance, and
banking trades supported industry. It also had a small primary sector, farming based in the
New Territories, and fishing, but Hong Kong was highly dependent on imported foodstuffs
and raw materials, and thus on the export of financial services and manufacturers.

We have a simple empirical problem to solve first up. As Hong Kong had a small, non-
interventionist state which created very few data sources on economic life. We explore this
problem further next term using case evidence but, at this stage, we consider how historians
have overcome this problem to plot the rate of economic change.

Our main task is to explain the pattern that had been observed.
Our central question is:
Why did Hong Kong’s industrial economy grow so quickly?

Readings:
E. H. Phelps Brown, ‘The Hong Kong Economy: Achievements and Prospects’, pp. 1-14, in
Keith Hopkins, Hong Kong: The Industrial Colony (Hong Kong, 1971)

Ronald Hsia and Lawrence Chau, Industrialization, Employment and Income Distribution: A
Case Study of Hong Kong (London, 1978), Chapter 5,’Indstrialization and Income
Distribution’, pp. 115-145.

David Faure and Lee Pui-tak, Economy (Hong Kong, 2004), Chapter 5, ‘Industrial Revival in
the 1950s and 1960s’, pp. 141-191.

David Clayton, ‘From Laissez-Faire to ‘‘Positive Non-Interventionism’’: The Colonial State
in Hong Kong’, Social Transformations in Chinese Societies, 9:1 (2013), pp. 1-19.

The seminar splits in the following parts:

PartA.

Group 1 to answer to answer the sub-question: how did foreign and domestic demand affect
industrialization? Group 2 to answer the sub-question: how did state’s policy affect
industrialization? Both aim for a 15-minute presentation.

Part B.

Using small groups we will examine to what extent and why data sources on industrialization
are scarce; other factors affecting industrialization (for example, technological change; and
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government policy); and other sectors affecting the pattern of economic growth (for example
financial services).

Part C.
Gobbet session.
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WEEK 11

A 2-hour Gobbet Quiz. Choose 3 out of 6 questions to answer. The gobbet questions will be
based on the six inter-locking themes taught in this course: diplomacy, social order and
colonial state-building, identity, political culture and economic dynamism.

WEEK 12: Tutor Meeting

A 10-minute individual meeting will be set up between students and seminar tutor. Seminar
tutor will return the gobbet quiz and provide feedback to students during the meeting. In
addition, students have to prepare the formulated question for their summative essays due
after Easter. Students can raise any questions regarding essay question, primary sources and
secondary materials, and methodologies.
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Other Relevant Texts:

Robert Bickers and Jonathan J. Howlett (eds), Britain and China, 1840-1970: Empire,
Finance and War (London, 2015); Robert Bickers and Isabella Jackson (eds), Treaty Ports in
Modern China: Law, Land and Power (London, 2016); John Carroll, A Concise History of
Hong Kong (Hong Kong, 2007); Chan Ming K. (ed), Precarious Balance: Hong Kong
Between China and Britain, 1841-1992 (Armonk, New York, 1994); David Clayton, ‘From
Laissez-faire to ‘‘Positive Non-interventionism’’: The Colonial State in Hong Kong Studies’,
Social Transformations in Chinese Societies, 9:1 (2013), pp. 1-20; David Faure, Colonialism
and the Hong Kong Mentality (Hong Kong, 2003); Ambrose Y. King, ‘Administrative
Absorption of Politics in Hong Kong: Emphasis on the Grass Roots Level’, Asian Survey,
15:5 (1975), pp. 422-39; Lam Wai-man, Understanding the Political Culture of Hong Kong:
The Paradox of Activism and Depoliticization (New York, 2004); Lau Siu-kai, ‘Chinese
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