Chwa Yi Jie

EDUCATION
Aug 2017 - Jun 2021 School of Humanities, Nanyang Technological University
B.A. (Hons.) in English
Honours (Highest Distinction)
=  Awarded NTU’s school bursary award in Year 1.
=  Awarded scholarship for Year 3 and 4 from Singapore Press Holdings Foundation
for outstanding academic and extracurricular work in the field of Humanities in
Singapore.
=  Graduation Essay: ‘The Social Undertones of Language and Characterization in
Geoffrey Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales’ (Grade A+).
Aug 2021 - Nov 2023 School of Humanities, Nanyang Technological University
M.A. in English
= Completed Dissertation: ‘Sworn Oaths, Golden Writing and Decapitated Heads:
Communication in Thomas Malory’s Le Morte D’Arthur’. Part of my work was
presented at the International Congress on Medieval Studies at Kalamazoo, MI.
= Received distinctions in all graduate courses of the M.A.
= Courses taken: Graduate Seminar in the History of Literary Theory (A), Graduate
Seminar in Creative Writing: Place and Time (A-), Directed Study in Literature: The
Sagacity of Sleep in Chrétien de Troyes’ Erec and Enide and Cligés (A+).
Aug 2025 - Present School of Humanities, Nanyang Technological University

PhD in English

= The Poetics of Space, Place and ‘English’ Identity in Legal and Literary Texts of
Medieval England (Tentative)

= Awarded NTU’s premier scholarship: Nanyang President Graduate Scholarship.

=  Coursework: Graduate Seminar in Victorian Literature & Culture, Religion &
Literature, Directed Study in Literature

CONFERENCES/PRESENTATIONS/

POSTERS
As Organizer NTU English Graduate Research Symposium 2023: Movement & Motion
=  Member of a pioneer Graduate student team to organize the first annual graduate
English conference in NTU to create a network of researchers in Singapore who are
interested in the field of English literary studies.
As Presenter International Congress on Medieval Studies 2023 at Kalamazoo, MI.

=  Presented a paper in a panel organized by International Arthurian Society, North
American Branch (IAS/NAB) on Arthurian Generation:

= ‘A Myssefortune or Foule Sleynge?: Creating Narratives through Speech and
Physical Objects in Malory’s Morte Darthur’.

=  Congress Travel Award Winner (see Awards and Honours)

Singapore Symposium on the Middle Ages 2022: ‘Imagining Medieval Multilingualism’.

=  Presented a paper for a new regional academic network for East Asia-based
scholars of medieval Europe:

= ‘The Sagacity of Sleep in Chrétien de Troyes’ Erec et Enide and Cligés’

NTU School of Humanities !deasFest Academic Conference 2021
= ‘Anti-Sectarianism, Irish Accents and Dialects in Castle Rackrent and Wildgoose
Lodge’



EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
RELATED TO MEDIEVAL STUDIES

VOLUNTEERING/SOCIAL WORK

International Conference of Undergraduate Research 2018 & 2019:

=  Presented paper not only in-person at my home university, but also to a live
audience to other undergraduates from Monash and Warwick University.
2019: ‘And if you don’t believe this, kill a pig: Proof Statements in Medieval
Charms’
2018: ‘Understanding the Medieval Practitioner: A Study on Medieval Prognostics in
Sloane MS 475’

NTU DISCOVER URECA Annual Poster Exhibition 2018 & 2019:
=  Presented research in the abovementioned projects at research poster events.

Paleography Directed Study, Aug 2025 - present
=  Transcription of medieval manuscripts from the 11t-15t century, under supervision
from my thesis supervisor

Medieval Book Club, 2021 - present

= One of the founding members of the book club. During the COVID-19 pandemic, |
gathered a group of medievalists with our professor, Asst. Prof. Katherine Hindley,
to start a reading group and | proposed different texts to read beyond our university
classes.

= QOrganized collaboration with NTU’s Chemistry and Art Department faculty for an ink-
making session according to medieval recipes.

Latin Reading Club, 2021-2022
= QOrganized own Latin reading club to progress language learning further after our
school stopped offering Latin language courses beyond Level 1.

Transcription Exercises, 2021
= Participated in group transcription exercise for Marston MS 242 under the guidance
of Dr. Laura Cleaver.

President of Green Club, Commonwealth Secondary School 2010-2012

= Led my student organization in local conservation efforts to educate the public on
local environmental monuments and features. Guided public tour groups in
appreciating Singapore’s Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve and Marina Barrage.

= Spearheaded my high school’s Urban Agriculture project, which converted our
school’s pond into an aquaponics system that was self-sustainable, and all produce
from aquatic life and vegetables benefitted our school’s local community.

Community Outreach and Volunteering

=  Throughout my secondary and pre-tertiary education, completed a total of 127 and
52 hours respectively of community service across various projects and campaigns
in my local neighborhood.

= Appointed Student Councilor in 2011 at my secondary school.

= Co-Curricular Achievement Grade: A1



PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

2021-Present

2024

2021 & 2024

Jun 2022 - Sep 2022

Jan 2020 - Sep 2020

2013-Present

2015-2017

Nanyang Technological University (NTU), Teaching Assistant

= Taught HL1002 Survey of English Literature | (Old English - Restoration & 18t
Century): AY2021/22 Semester 2, AY2022/23 Semester 1, AY2023/24 Semester
1, AY2025/26 Semester 1.

=  Taught HL1006 Introduction to American Literature: AY2021/22 Semester 1,
AY2023/24 Semester 2.

Part-Time Lecturer, NTU Language and Communication Centre
=  Taught CCO001 Inquiry and Communication in an Interdisciplinary World - a first-
year writing composition and communication course.

Guest Lecturer, NTU English Division

= Lectured in HL1006 Introduction to American Literature AY2021 & AY2024:

= Taught Walt Whitman’s “Come Up From the Fields Father”, and Sui Sin Far’s “Mrs.
Spring Fragrance”

NTU, Research Assistant
e Assisted professor with a Tier 2 grant proposal writing, which included the
preparation of a bibliography on the topic of medieval multilingualism.

NTU, Research Assistant

e Assisted professor with the creation of an online medieval charms database. This
included the handling of metadata and transcription of manuscript texts from
various European languages.

Part-Time Educator

= Taught English, Creative Writing and Humanities subjects outside the University,
training students from diverse educational and financial backgrounds from Primary
to Pre-University level.

=  Developed and edited curriculum materials for the Primary and Secondary level
English classes during my employment term at education centers.

Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN)

= Naval Combat System Operator: The only service personnel in my unit watch to be
awarded rank of Corporal First Class - the highest rank for an enlistee - for my
contributions to the security team.

=  Worked in a 24/7 operational unit to provide oversight on the maritime safety and
security of Singapore’s waters.

=  Took on leadership position in my security team to train new full-time servicemen
on overwatch processes and in handling on-site equipment.



AWARDS AND HONOURS
For Teaching

2021

2021-2023

Academic/Research
Achievements

AY2025-Present

AY2025

AY2019-2021

AY2021

AY2019-2020

Conference Travel Funding

AY2025 - Present

May 2023
May 2023

Completed University Teaching Course and awarded ‘University Teaching for Teaching
Assistants’ Certificate.

Teaching Assistantship for ‘Introduction to American Literature’ and ‘Survey of English
Literature’ (Old English - Restoration Literature) courses, achieved average teaching
score of 4.8 out of a possible of 5.0.

Nanyang President’s Graduate Scholarship

= Awarded premier bond-free university scholarship for outstanding exceptional
academic, research and leadership qualities.

= Offered annual stipend of $52,800, waiver of tuition fees, IT allowance of $1500,
annual journal & book grant of $500 and thesis preparation allowance of $600.

University of Tennessee, Knoxville - PhD in English

= (Offer of admission to PhD in English with full funding. Turned down the offer due to
family and personal reasons.

= Awarded Graduate Teaching Associateship (annual stipend of US$29210.29 for 4
years).

= Awarded John C. Hodges Fellowship for New Graduate Students (additional
US$1000 for the first year of study)

Lim Kim San Memorial Scholarship

= Awarded bond-free university scholarship for outstanding results in the field of
Language and Humanities.

= | was 1 of only 9 undergraduate students in Singapore to attain this scholarship.

Best Presenter Award, 4t Place, NTU IdeasFest Academic Conference
= Awarded 4t place out of 17 presenters in the School of Humanities Research
Conference.

Nanyang Technological University President Research Scholar
= Awarded the title after completion of two NTU’s invitation-only independent
research programs, where | was mentored in research on medieval textual charms.

Conference allowance from Nanyang President’s Graduate Scholarship ($16000 for 4
years)

Conference Funding by NTU ($1500).

Congress Travel Award for graduate students presenting in sponsored and special
sessions at the International Congress on Medieval Studies in Kalamazoo, M.



OTHER ACADEMIC ACTIVITES

External Courses Taken

Languages

Academic Memberships

NTU ‘University Teaching for Teaching Assistants’ Course - Certified
‘Recommended to Teach’

Hong Kong Baptist University Centre for Teaching, Learning and Pedagogy -
‘Teaching University Students’ Course

Yale University - ‘Moral Foundations of Politics’ (MOOC)

University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign - ‘Innovation: From Creativity to
Entrepreneurship Specialization’ (MOOC)

Audited courses during my M.A. studies that were not offered when | was an
undergraduate: ‘HL3044 The Legends of King Arthur’ and ‘HL2046 Old Norse
Language and Literature’

Attended courses to enhance my research abilities in invitation-only undergraduate
research programs: Courses include (1) ‘Literature Review and Search Techniques’,
(2) ‘Visualizing Research Data’ (3) ‘Communication Research: Poster Design’ (4)
‘Data Visualization with Tableau’ (5) ‘Cleaning Data with OpenRefine’ (6)
‘Communicating Research using Video Abstracts’

Fluent in English, Mandarin, Fujianese
Took University’s Latin Level 1 Course (A-).
Audited Old Norse Language and Literature Course.

Medieval Academy of America

International Arthurian Society
(North American Branch)



