
HL 4019: Ad vanced  Stud ie s in Victorian 
Lite rature  

 
Theme  : The  Nine tee nth-Century Nove l 
 

 



Please  note  that you will b e  read ing  six (6 !) nine te enth-ce ntury 
nove ls. You may think of starting  with Bleak House  early.  
 
Hap p y Read ing  ! 
 
Primary Texts : 
 
Jane  Austen, Northanger Ab b ey 
Wilkie  Collins, The  Law and  the  Lady 
Charle s Dickens, Bleak House  
Elizab e th Gaske ll, North and  South 
Anthony Tro llop e , The  Warden 
Mrs Henry Wood , East Lynne  
 
Please  note  that this course  is 100 % CA (Continuous 
Assessme nt) 
 
You will b e  working  toward s a leng thy re search p ap e r, learning  
how to  und e rtake  re search, to  d eve lop  an arg ument, to  
formulate  an ab stract, to  p ut tog e the r an annotated  
b ib liog rap hy, and  to  write  up  your re search. 
Each stud ent will p rod uce  a p oste r for the  p oste r p re sentations.  
 
This course  aims to  teach stud ents ad vanced  re search and  writing  
skills that will allow them to  exp lore  Victorian lite rature  critically 
and  analytically. 
The  stud ents in this class should  alread y have  a g ood  found ation 
in Victorian stud ie s and  b e  p rep ared  to  work on more  extensive  
re search p ro jects. 
 
Note : Use  of Gene rative  AI is NO T p e rmitted  in this course . 
 
 



Ap p roximate  Breakd own: 
 
Leng thy Research Pap er, includ ing  Ab stract 50%:  
This is a re search p ro ject on which you will b e  working  
throug hout the  semeste r. You will choose  a top ic b ased  on our 
core  p rimary texts and  d eve lop  your own arg ument. 
This comp onent also  includ es p articip ation d uring  the  ab stract 
workshop . 
 
Annotated  Bib liog rap hy 15%:   
Putting  tog e the r an annotated  b ib liog rap hy will he lp  you 
p ractice  cond ucting  re search, sorting  the  mate rial, and  
extracting  what is re levant to  a sp ecific re search p ro ject. You will 
b e  comp iling  an annotated  b ib liog rap hy for a sp ecific re search 
p ro ject in Victorian stud ie s. You will need  to  d ecid e  what the  
re levant p rimary and  second ary mate rials are , locate  and  read  
them, and  learn to  summarise  b o th what the se  works’ main 
arg uments and  the ir sig nificance  for the  sp ecific re search p ro ject 
are . Simultaneously, this task will req uire  you to  use  a style  
manual correctly and  consistently. The  sub seq uent assessments 
b uild  on these  re search skills. 
 
Minimum of 10 sep arate  entrie s. (Aim for 10-15) This exclud es 
the  main p rimary text. 
 
Poste r Presentation 20%: 
You will p re sent your re search top ic in an eng ag ing  manne r on 
d uring  a p oste r p re sentation. 
 
Class Particip ation, includ ing  quiz 15% 
 
Feed b ack: 
Essay: d e tailed  written fe ed b ack, accomp anied  b y a le tte r g rad e  



Poste r Pre se ntation: ve rb al feed b ack d uring  the  p re sentation 
Q uiz: ve rb al d iscussion of p ossib le  answers and  ap p roaches, in 
class 
 
 
 
Pre liminary Lecture  Sched ule  
 
We ek No. Top ics Read ing s 

16 January Introd uction: The  Nine te enth-
Century Nove l 

 

23 January The  Nove l in the  Long  Nine teenth 
Century 

Northang er 
Abbey 

30 January The  Big  Victorian Nove l Bleak House  
6 Feb ruary Exp e rime nts with Narrative  

Situation I 
*How to  write  an Ab stract  

Bleak House  

13 
Feb ruary 

The  Realism Wars The  Warden 

20 
Feb ruary 

Se nsation Fiction I 
 

The  Law and  
the  Lady 

27 
Feb ruary 

Se nsation Fiction II 
 

East Lynne  

5 March Recess 
12 March Ind ustrial and  Social-Prob lems 

Fiction 
 

North and  
South 

19 March Ab stract Workshop  Q uiz 



We ek No. Top ics Read ing s 
* Ab stract Drafts Due  
*How to  comp ose  an Annotated  
Bib liog rap hy 
 

26 March Poste r Pre se ntations  
2 Ap ril Poste r Pre se ntations 

*Annotated  Bib liog rap hy is d ue  
 

9 Ap ril The  Victorian Nove l and  its 
Leg acie s Reconsid e red  
Summary & Revision 
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