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It is commonly acknowledged that James Joyce’s (1882-1941) semi-autobiographical 
novel A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man (hereinafter referred to as Portrait) is a 
masterpiece among modern novels, whether for professional scholars or general 
readers. Equally important, however, is Joyce’s deep engagement with drama, which has 
permeated his creation. This essay will read Portrait from the critical lens of drama. 
Through close textual analysis and the application of drama theory, it first examines 
Joyce’s personal understanding of drama. Building on that foundation, it then 
demonstrates how Portrait operates as a drama on three key levels: its structure and 
genre, its language, and the core of plot development. To which, this paper argues that 
Portrait is simultaneously a “dramatized” novel and a “novelized” drama.  
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