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In their recent anthology Contraflow: Lines of Englishness 1922-2022 (Renard Press:
2023) John Greening and Kevin Gardner argue for a new ‘de-toxified’ understanding of
Englishness made possible by a new form of pastoral. Their anthology puts recent
contributions to the genre in dialogue with the poets of the early twentieth century to
expose both continuities and discontinuities in the verse selected across their chosen
century. Zaffar Kunial is one of the more recently published writers represented in the
anthology. His second full collection from Faber, England’s Green (as its title suggests) is
itself in complex dialogue with the English literary past. My paper explores Kunial’s latest
collection in order to calibrate and question its contribution to a wider contemporary
poetics which challenges extant ideas of English national identity and of its relationship
to contemporary versions of the pastoral. Kunial’s poetry opens up a rich dialogue
between the English literary past and our contemporary society as well as engaging in its
own distinctive way with the sound structures of the English language. In its unique
celebration of greenness it makes its own challenging contribution to the poetry of
‘environment’. This paper addresses reconfigurations in the pastoral and the writing of
environment in contemporary English poetry.
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