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This paper examines the narrative and structural dynamics of the graphic novel in relation 
to the critiques of mass culture developed by Theodor W. Adorno and Walter Benjamin. 
Taking as a starting point the apparent aesthetic rupture between mid-century “picture 
novels” and contemporary graphic novels such as Maus, Fun Home, and Unterzakhn, the 
paper interrogates how graphic novels negotiate the legacies of “low” culture—
serialization, stereotypes, and repetition—through strategies of self-reflexive fictionality. 
Building on Adorno and Horkheimer’s theory of the culture industry, it argues that these 
works reconfigure the very elements once deemed manipulative or anti-experiential into 
instruments of formal and political complexity. At the same time, following Benjamin’s 
notion of the “decline of experience” in modern narrative forms, the paper considers how 
graphic novels attempt to restore or simulate lost experiential depth not by abandoning 
mass-cultural forms but by refunctioning them. The aim is to demonstrate that graphic 
novels do not merely elevate comics into literary status but challenge the boundaries of 
fictionality itself through parodic repetition and medium-specific storytelling.  
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