
COURSE CONTENT 
 

Course Code DD3024 (DD8006) 

Course Title The Modern and Modernism in Southeast Asian Art 

Pre-requisites NIL 

No of AUs 3 

Contact Hours 39 hours studio contact 

    

Course Aims 

 

An intermediate-level course for further studies in fields related to Southeast Asian art 

(curatorial studies, museum studies, art criticism and art history, for example), this course on 

20th-century Southeast Asian art seeks to outline the historical development of modern art this 

region. Building on knowledge of premodern Southeast Asian art acquired in DD2000, it seeks to 

introduce you to the artistic expressions of the modern and modernism in Southeast Asia, and to 

familiarise you with the actors, agents and art historical narratives and to engage you in thinking 

critically about the art histories of Southeast Asia.  

 

Intended Learning Outcomes (ILO) 

 

By the end of the course, you should be able to: 

 

1. Identify and discuss key works of art, artists, art historians and other actors and agents of 

modern Southeast Asia. 

2. Identify and discuss the competing narratives of the modern in Southeast Asian art. 

3. Demonstrate visual memory skills and critically compare prevailing approaches to seeing, 

thinking about and writing on modern Southeast Asian art. 

4. Present your findings on topics relating to the modern in Southeast Asian art with 

coherence, research and insight. 

5. Share analyses and criticisms of art and the modern in Southeast Asian art with your 

peers in a constructive manner. 

 

Course Content 

 

What are the key works of modern Southeast Asian art? 

You will be shown a range of artistic expressions from 20th-century Southeast Asia, and urged to 

examine them critically. 

 

What are the visual references of modern Southeast Asian art? 

In addition to discussing European and American influences, an introduction to the region’s 

classical art forms will acquaint you with local artistic traditions that have contributed to the 

shaping of modern Southeast Asian art. 

 

What are the main themes in modern Southeast Asian art? 

You will explore the dominant themes in modern Southeast Asian art and question their 

prevalence. 

 

What are the prevailing narratives of modern Southeast Asian art? 



You will be invited to study and compare the monographs of each country in Southeast Asia, and 

to critique them. 

 

Who are the actors and agents and what do they do? 

You will know the most prominent artists, art historians, curators and institutions of art, and 

urged to reflect on their roles in shaping the art historical narratives of Southeast Asian modern 

art.  

 

Class assignments 

The Oral Presentation is an exercise on the analysis of an artwork’s formal and iconographic 
qualities, intrinsic meanings and art historical significance, as well as its effective communication. 
The Written Assignment demands that they compare and contrast, and engage with a wider range 
of issues. The Visual Memory Exercise trains you in visual memory skills which are vital for the 
study of art. 
 

 


