MUST READ MICROSOFT'S STEADY RETREAT FROM CONSUMER PRODUCTS IS NEARLY COMPLETE

Alibaba sets up Al research facility with Singapore university

Jointly launched by the Chinese tech giant and Singapore's Nanyang
Technological University, the "'multimillion-dollar’ research institute will focus on
applying artificial intelligence for home, retail, community, and urban
transportation.
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Alibaba Group and Singapore's Nanyang Technological University (NTU) have inked a five-year

agreement to jointly develop artificial intelligence (Al) applications through a new research institute.

The facility would look to tap NTU's own Al tech%ghfggy, which had focused on areas suchAaSs
healthcare, ageing, homes, and communities, and integrate these with Alibaba's technologies

including natural language processing (NLP), machine learning, and cloud computing.

The research institute would begin operating with a team of
50 researchers from both organisations, and marked the first
time Alibaba had set up a research facility with a partner

outside of China.

The collaboration would run for an initial five-year period and

worth "multimillion dollar per year’, according to Alibaba. The (http://www.zdnet.com/article/singapore-
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NTU's president Subra Suresh said: ""Using Al technologies, Country's population cannot be
expected to innovate and think

we can address fundamental societal challenges such as outside the box if its government
aging population which is a huge issue for cities with a rapidly Zgaerrrl]ales aren't leading by
ple.
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assistants can be deployed to improve work productivity and (http://www.zdnet.com/article/singapore-
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with data stored on the cloud for continuous monitoring.”

Suresh added that such Al and cloud platforms could be created and tested on NTU's campus to

showcase the applications.

Students and staff members from the university as well as Alibaba employees would have

opportunities to go on exchange programmes to the other's facilities.

Alibaba last month launched its smart city Al platform in Kuala Lumpur
(http://www.zdnet.com/article/alibaba-rolls-out-first-overseas-smart-city-ai-platform-in-malaysia/), Malaysia, marking
the Chinese vendor's first such implementation outside its domestic market. The platform was
touted to be able to analyse large data volumes extracted from various sources in an urban
environment, through video, image, and speech recognition. The system then used machine
learning to provide insights for city administrators to improve operational efficiencies and monitor

security risks.
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