amid Pentagon competition
Online retail giant spends US$3.63m on its efforts to
influence US policy makers in Q3, up from Q2’s US$3.47m
Washington
In addition to the Defense DepartAMAZON.COM Inc set its second con- ment cloud contract, for which the
secutive quarterly record on spend- company is thought to be the
ing to influence US policy makers in front-runner, Amazon also faced the
the third quarter as it competed for a tax implications of a US Supreme
US$10 billion cloud-computing con- Court ruling in June that opened the
door for state and local governments
tract with the Pentagon.
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braced for the threat of more anti- merchants who post inventory on the
Web store, and many of those sales
trust scrutiny.
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Amazon, which has boosted its have not been taxed.
Amazon disclosed lobbying on
federal lobbying far faster than rivals
in recent years, spent US$3.63 million cloud computing in the context of
on its efforts during the period, up homeland security as well as issues refrom its previous quarterly record – lated to taxation of online sales,
set in the second quarter of this year – among other priorities. The comTHE
BUSINESS
TIMES, 24
OCTpany’s
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18doesn’t represent an
of US$3.47
million, according
to disspending
closures filed with Congress.
absolute record, as it reported higher

expenditures in some periods when
disclosures occurred twice yearly and
weren’t broken out by quarter.
Quarterly disclosures began in 2008.
In addition to Amazon’s spending,
the Internet Association spent a
group record of US$800,000, up from
US$660,000 in the second quarter,
which had been its previous top
amount. The trade group counts
Google, Facebook and Twitter as
members.
Google spent US$5.46 million during the period, up more than 30 per
cent from the US$4.17 million in the
same period last year. In the three
quarters before the current period,
the search giant was the
highest-spending single company,
though some trade associations and
other groups have spent more. So far
this year, Google has spent almost 20
per cent more than it had through the
third quarter of 2017.
Facebook spent US$2.82 million
during the quarter, down slightly
from US$2.85 million a year earlier,
while Twitter spent US$310,000, a significant increase from the
US$120,000 it spent a year ago.

In September, Twitter chief ex
ive officer Jack Dorsey and Face
chief operating officer Sheryl S
berg testified before Congress.
addressed online foreign influ
campaigns in US elections an
tempted to swat down charges
their platforms silence conserv
voices and news.
In August, Mr Trump had
warned Google, Facebook and Tw
that they “better be careful” as h
peated unsubstantiated allega
the companies favour liberal v
The companies have said they d
silence people for their opin
though they have acknowledged
taken enforcement actions tha
fected conservatives.
Facebook lobbied on “conten
platform transparency efforts”
“freedom of expression on the
net,” among a variety of other is
Twitter lobbied on “issues relat
content moderation practices”
“misinformation,” along with
topics, according to the filings.
Tech companies have also be

NTU partners HP
to launch S$84m
research laboratory
Lab will develop digital
manufacturing
technologies like 3D
printing and AI
Singapore
A CORPORATE research laboratory
set up in partnership with tech giant
HP was officially opened at the National Technological University on
Tuesday.
The S$84 million laboratory and
its 100 researchers and staff will focus on digital manufacturing technologies, specifically in areas of advancing 3D printing, artificial intelligence, machine learning, new materials and applications, cybersecurity
and customisation.
The collaboration, which is in line
with the national push towards industry transformation, will also include developing educational curriculum on designing for additive
manufacturing. It will cover areas
such as data management, security,
user experience and business models.
This is HP’s first university laboratory collaboration in Asia.
The partnership was inked on
Tuesday by NTU vice-president of re-
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search Lam Khin Yong and Shane
Wall, HP chief technology officer and
head of HP labs.
Finance Minister Heng Swee Keat,
who is also the chairman of the National Research Foundation Singapore (NRF), officially opened the lab.
The NRF facilitates setting up corporate labs via public-private partnerships. This is the 13th it has supported and the seventh such lab at NTU.
NRF chief executive Low Teck Seng
said: “Corporate laboratories are an integral part of our strategy to anchor
joint R&D partnerships between our
universities and companies in areas
that have direct relevance to the
growth of industries in Singapore.”
He added that the new lab is significant to the country’s long-term competitiveness in the advanced manufacturing sector. “It will also
strengthen our capabilities to support multi-national companies for expansion from Singapore into the region,” said Prof Low.
NTU president Subra Suresh said
the partnership with HP is a significant milestone for NTU, as 3D printing
and adjacent technologies such as artificial intelligence, machine learning
and cybersecurity are integral parts
of the Fourth Industrial Revolution.

Private health group and Siem
open diagnostic-imaging cent
By Annabeth Leow
leowhma@sph.com.sg
@AnnabethLeowBT
Singapore
HEALTHCARE staff from around the
region have a new space to get their
hands on the latest tools from German engineering giant Siemens.
Private healthcare group MWH
Medical and a Siemens division
opened a diagnostic imaging facility
in Singapore on Tuesday, under a
training and equipment tie-up.
The Siemens Healthineers Asia Reference Centre, which takes up about

half of MWH Medical’s 20,000 sq
foot space at Royal Square at No
will focus on medical fields su
stroke, cancer and heart disease
The facility will introduce he
care professionals to devices su
the 3T Magnetom Vida magneti
onance imaging and Somatom
computed tomography scan
with training resources and mac
provided by Siemens Healthinee
MWH Medical’s medical dire
Michael Lim, said in a statement
ing able to meet the healthcare n
in the region through this partne
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