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Artists probe the
tangled relationship
between mankind
and the forestin
three exhibitions

TobWen bl

Hawer do you replicare the ambi-
enee of o forest? Axtlst Zen Teh,
32, probes this questicn in 3 new
multisensory  etallabion  at
Namyang Techmodogical Usiver-

Visitnrs take off their 1haes and
step into 2 derkened exhibidion
space. wending their way azound
34 fabdc bammers. These faature
night-Hme images of vegerabon in
Singapeie’s parks and natuce re-
serves, whirse bites dte panetiabed
hymeartgrur han lighr

Taking a tum arsnd the room,
one encounters the sounds and
smells of nature - inthe form of an

artificial soundscape by audio
aridst Brian O'Reilly and aromatic

space Hygge, and runs il fanuary
RERTYRLL

It is pne of several art exhibitions
hera looking at mankinds reli o=
ship with AADKE — 4 peretmial
iame on the land-scarce island,
wherne the impendtrg clesring af
green aread such a5 Clementl Por-
et bias sparked public oubery.

Tal. who was bom Teh Shi Wed
and added Zan o Lex nasge 5 3 re-
mimder * tor follow 2 detwcal winy of
Life", b waorTiend Bboue daforestabion.

we talk ahout Tengah forest
toen”— hesrmmeh of the acrsl for-
ev do we retain? When we ild,
are we bullding wirh respectto the
natural environment, or ace we
cleariog all apd then tuilding and
phacting ack foue trees?

“TFwe Inse samuch of camr natTal
Fioest, Bt 460l desire to 5ot same
pares of nature, s may have 1o
nmn 0 tmages, ardfical sounds,
and so an,™ says Tch, whose exhibd-
tion & an extenslon of a 2008 solo
showws Sensing States: Healing Spa-
cesntthe ARSCience Mustuli.

e Ching, am Assistant profesmr
and ra-directar of Dike-MUS Medi-
el Sehonl's Metaholormies Faeiliy,
worked with Teh on the exhibition
and weighed o oo the therapaude
effecisofpature

*3he has replicated the beauty,
sautvd and smell ofgature. But cac
yem repdicate the health benefits of

t 4 faresr™ ashs
m&:ﬁg ynult'mmu_mn
an orange. (o rent from just
taking avitamiond AL =

Ower at Lasalle College of the
Arts, Donna Ong’s Blueprints Par
The Foreat avplnvas peopl e’ depic-
tions af the fort st — from dry seien-
tifix nbservationa o images
colaured by colondal prejudice -

ard the gap berween the real and
h:n.@nnsaflu’mst.

O display are aotgwe European
Lithographs of Amaren and Souths
eask Agisn tmglas, mamy of which
a]:p;m:! in ’tntyr_'ln]:aadlas;
staeles nf Mationa:
ozines: and bmhﬂmcﬁmmw
[anslons: & Romarnce Cf The Trog-
ical Forert by British natusailsy
William Heary Eudson.

Omng, 42, I8¢ alsa créated square
A gt s From tretioms oF Mational
G ke photos, and panels of
aczylic dles with colours vserd In

camouflage untforme.

& video installatlon an che far
side of the gallery affpids views of
rsnrisUred “tropical’ gresnery in
places such as furong Bivd Pack,
Khoo Teck Puat Haspieal and the

Loodon Zoo.
“V'm iterested in how the forest

is depleted and how this afferees
our ¥iew of the forest and hewr we
acthrwandsit”

Ong adds: "Singapate is in the
reopics, hut we ergate these mani-
cured gardens, Tu'a like "beta’ twop-
les, ‘mprowved’ Lroplos,”

ArtigrEal Tang, 35, imagines a dif-

explores what it means 0 listen to
namure ina dme ef ecological crisis,

It fearures a 16-minute gudin-
vipaal presentation, based on fld
recordings S acedd which ape
rich i blodiversity hut threabéned
by urban development - Bukib
Brawn L v, Machiechia

ferent relatiomship between pea-
pla and the natural world - one
thatis less buoman- centric.

Escape: Velocity v, a1 immerslve
sound installaclan presented by
the Simpapore Art Museum at the
Warlenal  Gallery  Siagapore,

Reservnir, the Rail Corrider and
forests near the Mandai Project,
‘billed a5 an integrated wildlife and
naturc destination.

1n the sound imamtlls tiow, what
begins a3 2 kind of natmrs) sound-
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Ve tlochapical, reflecting Tang's
ComoerTys For the wockd,

e of bid criticisms of the
Iiandal Project, he says, is that it
aims ©0 efhhest people with
namee bt “conld only imagine
doing so through che heavy-
handed, hrge-seale intervention
end donption deﬂsttnghabdta:s
which alrgady had an ipbrinsic eovi-
oursenbal yahae.

"Td argoe that rather than closs

the gap herreen s’ oo one
side and 'namuee’ or the sther, it
ades.

seape Erows | ngly barried,

simply it"he

[Above) Danna Dng's Blueprints For Toe Forest expiones
people's depictions of tha foret, Irom dry st
observations to |mages caawed by 2aionisl prejifice.

[halt] Artlet Zai Tang's Escane Y leclty ¥ Is an immersiee
sound installation wilch iooks a1 what A means to Belen
b nature in @ lime of acological ciss. PHITOS: LASALLE
CO1LEBE OF THE ARTS, S INGAPORE ART MUSELR

Whac dees it mean, then, o lk-
ben to naoure at 2 time like this?

Tangsays; “Inthis fine of ecclogs
{cal crisis, there is an argent Aged
to dewelnp 2 deeper affectnal and
intellertual wnderstending of what
manure {5 and eedisenver our place
within it

"Listening can be one such
process - 4 means of bullding a
sense of imterconneckion, care and
stlidan tywithin the world

tohwanl igsph comsg

THe aights,
1pumaE and
amell3 of nane
are captured In
the multisensory
installziion &
Familiar Foreest
by BritaR Zen Tek
{eft) Wi help
APDIN ALD AT
Erian OReily
and cohnitict
Ching Jianham
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