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NTU Singapore and SMU launch PhD exchange 
programme 

From January next year, PhD students from Nanyang Technological University, Singapore (NTU 

Singapore) and the Singapore Management University (SMU) will be able to enrol for 

postgraduate courses in both universities. 

 

Under the new NTU-SMU PhD Student Exchange Programme, eligible PhD students from 

NTU Singapore and SMU can attend classes at the other university, the first such graduate 

academic programme tie-up between the two universities. 

 

The programme combines the unique strengths of both young universities, allowing students 

from both universities to benefit from the wide-ranging PhD course offerings. 

 

NTU President Professor Subra Suresh and SMU President Professor Lily Kong inked the three-

year agreement today at a signing ceremony held at the NTU Research Techno Plaza. 

 

Joining them at the event were NTU Provost and Vice President (Academic) Professor Ling San, 

NTU Dean of Graduate College Professor Jimmy Hsia, SMU Provost Professor Timothy Clark 

and SMU Dean of Postgraduate Research Programmes Professor Wan Wai Yee, who witnessed 

the signing. 

 

Prof Subra Suresh said, “The PhD exchange programme between NTU and SMU combines the 

strengths of the two universities to provide a broader spectrum of professional development 

options for students from both universities. Following a similar arrangement established between 

NTU and NUS earlier this year, this exchange programme with SMU further strengthens and 

expands NTU’s commitment to forge stronger ties in education and research with our sister 

institutions in Singapore, providing greater return on investment for the public funds that support 

our universities 

 

“This new PhD exchange programme is also in line with our vision to provide greater 

opportunities for our doctoral students to work at the intersections of disciplines that impact 

technology and humanity, leveraging the intellectual and academic strengths of NTU and SMU. 

This programme follows a series of activities launched at NTU during the past two years 

including the NTU Institute of Science and Technology for Humanity (NISTH) and the NTU 

Smart Campus Initiative”. 

 

Prof Lily Kong said, “The NTU-SMU PhD exchange programme marks the first collaboration 

between SMU and a local university at the doctoral level. Increasingly, societal challenges have 

become multi-dimensional, and solutions are often to be found at the intersections of different 

disciplines. This programme allows students from both universities to take up a wider range of 

elective courses at the host university and gain from the expanded teaching resources. We 

envisage this partnership could become a platform for disciplinary or even interdisciplinary 

collaborations between the two universities. 



 

“As a specialist university, SMU offers deep expertise in the disciplines of social sciences, 

management and computing which NTU doctoral students could leverage to advance their 

research. Our location in the city centre fosters strategic linkages with the public, private and 

people sectors, allowing students from both universities to build meaningful networks and gain 

real-world knowledge.”  

 

The NTU-SMU PhD Student Exchange Programme is open to full-time PhD students who have 

completed at least one semester of study, and have met the academic requirements of their home 

university.  

 

Bill Pung, a first-year PhD student at the NTU Institute for Health Technologies, said: “Research 

in topics like artificial intelligence draws inspiration from many fields such as neuroscience, 

statistics, and philosophy. The opportunity to have an interdisciplinary education will 

undoubtedly benefit PhD students here and in SMU.” 

 

Chay Junxing, a fourth-year PhD student at the SMU School of Economics, said "This 

collaboration between SMU and NTU is very exciting for us because we will get the opportunity 

to take PhD level mathematics courses at NTU.  Additionally, this will give us the opportunity to 

network with other PhD students at NTU. Learning with them could potentially lead to future 

research collaborations, not only within Economics but even across disciplines such as Public 

Policy and Healthcare.”    

 

The joint PhD programme between NTU and SMU comes after NTU’s PhD student exchange 

programme with the National University of Singapore (NUS), launched in April this year.  
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