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Nanyang Technological University 
(NTU) has appointed Professor Si-
mon Redfern, a scientist and aca-
demic from Cambridge University, 
as the new dean of its College of Sci-
ence.

Prof Redfern is an experimental 
materials physicist and also a min-
eral  physics  professor  at  Cam-
bridge, and heads its Department 
of Earth Sciences.

He will leave his positions in Cam-
bridge to begin his new role next 
August at NTU’s College of Science, 
which has three schools under it – 
the Asian School of the Environ-
ment, School of Biological Sciences 
and School of Physical and Mathe-
matical Sciences.

Prof Redfern is currently a mem-
ber of the UK government commit-
tee on radioactive waste disposal, 
and previously led large research 
projects investigating radiation in 
minerals and in the environment.

“I am very excited to join NTU,” 
said Prof Redfern. “The rise of Asia 
and  the  dominant  position  that  
both NTU and Singapore hold in 
this region present many exciting 
opportunities.”

Prof Redfern will take over from 

the interim dean, Professor Chee 
Yeow Meng.

Professor Ling San, the previous 
dean,  stepped down  last  year  to  
take on the role of provost in Janu-
ary this year.

NTU  president  Subra  Suresh  
said: “The College of Science is a 
key part of the intellectual ecosys-
tem of NTU in education, research, 
innovation  and  societal  impact...  
(Prof Redfern’s) exceptional track 
record,  experience and expertise  
will be an asset.” 
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The  Our  Tampines  Hub  Hawker  
Centre – the only  one out of  114 
here to operate round the clock – 
will not have any of its current 42 
hawkers serving food and drinks in 
the wee hours from January.

The remaining 13 hawkers at the 
centre who are now operating 24 
hours daily have taken up an offer 
from the operator allowing them to 
stop doing so from Jan 1. 

The other 29 hawkers had earlier 
ceased 24-hour operations.

There had been complaints in re-
cent months from some hawkers at 
the centre over having to operate in 
the wee hours despite low footfall.

Stallholders had inked contracts 
with the centre’s operator, OTMH, 
the  social  enterprise  arm  of  
foodcourt  giant  Kopitiam, that  
stipulated  the  24-hour  operation  

requirement.
A spokesman for Kopitiam said 

the company held a dialogue with 
stallholders  two  weeks  ago  and  
none  opted  to  continue  with  
24-hour operations.

“From  next  year  onwards,  the  
hawker centre won’t be operating 
on a 24-hour basis,” he added.

Some of the 13 hawkers who took 
up the option told The Straits Times 
that the move will give them more 
flexibility, and even reduce costs.

Mr Afzal Ali Bhatti, 42, owner of In-
dian food stall Best Zaika, said he 
will cut his hours to 16 a day, citing 
low footfall at some hours of the day.

“If we sign up for 24 hours, some-
times the extra food we make just 
‘sits’  there.  And  sometimes  even  
when we have finished selling the 
food, we still have to keep (the stall) 
open.” 

Meanwhile, Mr Andrew Hwang, a 
hawker in his 30s who runs a fish 

soup  stall  and  has  opted  out  of  
24-hour operations, said he would 
be  able  to  save  about  $3,000  a  
month by not  having to  hire an-
other assistant. “The hawker centre 
is  in  a  quiet  neighbourhood,  so  
there aren’t many customers in the 
wee hours,” he said. 

However,  some  hawkers  cited  
the downsides to operating fewer 
hours. 

Madam  Ishah  Aman,  who  runs  

Malay food stall Warung Wak Din-
ing,  said  working  fewer  hours  
would give her more rest time but 
could also pose a bigger challenge 
to finish selling her food.

Several  patrons  welcomed  the  
move.

A 35-year-old office worker, who 
wanted to be known as Kevin, said 
he usually patronises the centre dur-
ing dinner hours, so the changes to 
opening hours do not affect him. “If 

there aren’t many customers, the 
hawkers should get some rest.”

But  Tampines  resident  Rachel  
Koh, 24, said she would miss drop-
ping by the hawker centre to grab a 
midnight snack. “It’s always nice to 
have a cheaper option rather than 
just ordering in.” 

The tweak to the centre’s contrac-
tual terms was revealed by Senior 
Minister of State for the Environ-
ment  and  Water  Resources  Amy  

Khor in Parliament on Monday. She 
spoke about measures to improve 
the social enterprise hawker model.

The  centre  is  among  seven  
hawker centres  under  the model,  
which has come under flak recently 
over  what  the  National  Environ-
ment Agency described as  “oner-
ous” contract terms for dishwashing 
and rental costs, and working hours. 
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Three books have been banned in 
Singapore  for  containing  exclu-
sivist or extremist religious views 
that promote enmity among differ-
ent religious communities.

Two of the publications also pur-
vey  divisive  views  against  other  
groups  within  the  same  religion,  
the  Ministry  of  Communications  
and  Information  (MCI)  said  in  a  
statement yesterday.

MCI has banned the three books 
under the Undesirable Publications 
Act.

The three books are Things That 
Nullify One’s Islaam, The Wisdom 
Of  Jihad,  and  What  Islam  Is  All  
About.

The ministry said that these ex-

tremist  teachings  and  ideologies  
are  detrimental  to  Singapore’s  
racial and religious harmony and re-
lations.

“The Singapore Government has 
zero  tolerance  for  individuals  or  
publications  which  aim  to  incite  
hostility or violence among differ-
ent religious groups,” MCI added.

The Islamic Religious Council of 
Singapore (Muis) said the publica-
tions advocate extremist views that 
can promote enmity and hatred be-
tween Muslims and others, as well 
as encourage a culture of violence.

Muis  said yesterday  that  it  has  
conducted a thorough assessment 
of the three publications and recom-
mended  that  they  should  be  re-
stricted from circulation here.

The publications promote danger-
ous ideas that have been widely cir-

culated in radical circles to justify 
crimes and violence, said Muis.

“They run contrary to a peaceful, 
moderate understanding and prac-
tice of Islam in multicultural soci-
eties, and are harmful to socio-reli-
gious life in Singapore,” it added.

Ustazah Rohana Ithnin told The 
Straits Times that Islam is a religion 
of peace and abhors all forms of vio-
lence and crime. 

Any  person or  publication  that  
callously  promotes  dangerous  
ideas  in  radical  circles  to  justify  
crimes and violence must not be al-
lowed in Singapore, she said.

“Such ideology is a perverted un-
derstanding of Islam and is an an-
tithesis to the peaceful, moderate 
understanding and practice of Is-
lam in multicultural societies, and 
is harmful to socio-religious life in 

Singapore,” added the principal of 
Jamiyah Education Centre.

She also reminded members  of  
the Muslim community to seek reli-
gious  knowledge  and  guidance  
from  credible  religious  teachers  

and publications.
It is an offence to distribute and 

possess any prohibited publication. 
Those who come into possession of 
any prohibited publication but fail 
to deliver the copy to the police can 

also be convicted.
Those convicted of any of these 

offences can be fined, imprisoned, 
or both.
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EXCITING OPPORTUNITIES

I am very excited to join 
NTU... The rise of Asia and 
the dominant position that 
both NTU and Singapore 
hold in this region present 
many exciting 
opportunities.
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