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JOINT NEWS RELEASE 

 
Singapore, 19 September 2023 
 
NTU Singapore and Mapletree launch programme to bring top minds 
in sustainability for annual lecture series and award sustainability 
scholarships  
 
Nanyang Technological University, Singapore (NTU Singapore) and Mapletree 
Investments (Mapletree or the Group) have established a new programme aimed 
at nurturing future sustainability leaders and providing a flagship platform to raise 
greater awareness and advance conversations on key environmental, social and 
governance issues.  
 
The new Mapletree Sustainability Programme was established following a 
S$675,000 gift from Mapletree to NTU. The gift, which includes the setting up of an 
endowment, will fund annual lectures and scholarships for undergraduates of the 
University to promote continuous learning in the field of sustainability.  
 
The Mapletree Annual Sustainability Lecture will highlight new areas of interest in 
environmental sciences and broader topics connected to sustainability. The lecture 
series is slated to start in 2024. Participants will be able to hear from top voices and 
world-leading experts in sustainability and the environment.  
 
Organised by NTU’s Asian School of the Environment (ASE), the lecture series will 
engage NTU students, staff, faculty, and the general public on topics in environmental 
sustainability such as sustainable cities, future energy, ocean science and 
environmental conservation.  
 
The interdisciplinary school is a world leader in environmental research, offering 
programmes that integrate earth and environmental life science, ecology, engineering 
and technology, human ecology, humanities, and the social sciences to address key 
issues of the environment and sustainability.  
 
The Mapletree Sustainability Scholarship will be awarded to two NTU 
undergraduates pursuing full-time degrees in sustainability-related courses each year. 
The scholarships recognise students’ potential and excellence in courses related to 
environmental sustainability. 
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Professor Adam Switzer from NTU ASE and Assistant Dean (Development) at NTU 
College of Science said: “Sustainability is one of humanity’s key challenges today, and 
true sustainability requires a concerted effort in education, research, and public 
outreach to tackle it. The Mapletree Annual Sustainability Lecture, organised by the 
Asian School of the Environment, will broaden engagement with sustainability in both 
the university and the wider community. The lecture series and scholarships aim to 
inspire and nurture the next generation of thought leaders and innovators in creating 
a sustainable future for all.” 
 
Mr Edmund Cheng, Chairman of Mapletree, said: “We are delighted to collaborate 
with NTU to nurture a new generation of professionals who will blaze a trail in 
sustainability. As a strong supporter of education causes, the S$675,000 gift affirms 
Mapletree’s Corporate Social Responsibility efforts to invest in communities that we 
operate in. We hope students will emerge with a multidisciplinary understanding of 
sustainability problems to strengthen climate resilience and address environmental hot 
buttons.”  
 
Mapletree endeavours to create a positive environment and generate long-term 
benefits to the society, and is actively transitioning its business in support of the low-
carbon economy. To that end, Mapletree actively collaborates with like-minded 
partners and environmental experts, including NTU, to prepare the next generation in 
sustainability and environmental literacy. 
 
Sustainability is a key pillar in the five-year NTU 2025 strategic plan. The University 
launched its Sustainability Manifesto in 2021 that guides its actions and solidifies its 
reputation as one of the global leaders in sustainability.  
 
In 2022, the University established the NTU Sustainability Office to strengthen and 
integrate sustainability initiatives across the university by working with both internal 
and external parties in to pave the way towards a sustainable future.  
 
 
 

***END*** 
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About Nanyang Technological University, Singapore  
 
A research-intensive public university, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore 
(NTU Singapore) has 33,000 undergraduate and postgraduate students in the 
Engineering, Business, Science, Medicine, Humanities, Arts, & Social Sciences, and 
Graduate colleges.  

NTU is also home to world-renowned autonomous institutes – the National Institute of 
Education, S Rajaratnam School of International Studies, Earth Observatory of 
Singapore, and Singapore Centre for Environmental Life Sciences Engineering – and 
various leading research centres such as the Nanyang Environment & Water 
Research Institute (NEWRI) and Energy Research Institute @ NTU (ERI@N). 

Under the NTU Smart Campus vision, the University harnesses the power of digital 
technology and tech-enabled solutions to support better learning and living 
experiences, the discovery of new knowledge, and the sustainability of resources. 

Ranked amongst the world’s top universities, the University’s main campus is also 
frequently listed among the world’s most beautiful. Known for its sustainability, over 
95% of its building projects are certified Green Mark Platinum. Apart from its main 
campus, NTU also has a medical campus in Novena, Singapore’s healthcare district. 

For more information, visit www.ntu.edu.sg 

 
 
About Mapletree 

Headquartered in Singapore, Mapletree is a global real estate development, 
investment, capital and property management company committed to sustainability. 
Its strategic focus is to invest in markets and real estate sectors with good growth 
potential. By combining its key strengths, the Group has established a track record of 
award-winning projects, and delivers consistent and high returns across real estate 
asset classes. 

The Group manages three Singapore-listed real estate investment trusts (“REITs”) and 
eight private equity real estate funds, which hold a diverse portfolio of assets in Asia 
Pacific, Europe, the United Kingdom (“UK”) and the United States (“US”). As at 31 
March 2023, Mapletree owns and manages S$77.4 billion of office, retail, logistics, 
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industrial, data centre, residential and student accommodation properties.  

The Group’s assets are located across 13 markets globally, namely Singapore, 
Australia, Canada, China, Europe, Hong Kong SAR, India, Japan, Malaysia, South 
Korea, the UK, the US and Vietnam. To support its global operations, Mapletree has 
established an extensive network of offices in these countries. 

For more information, please visit www.mapletree.com.sg. 
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