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JOINT NEWS RELEASE  
 
Singapore, 9 March 2022 
 
MINDEF and NTU Singapore launch new Work-Learn Scheme for 
Digital Specialists 
 
The Ministry of Defence (MINDEF) and Nanyang Technological University, 
Singapore (NTU Singapore) have launched a new Work-Learn Scheme (WLS) 
for Digital Specialists. 
 
Under this Digital Work-Learn Scheme, selected Full-time National Servicemen 
(NSFs) will serve as Digital Specialists under the Singapore Armed Forces 
(SAF)’s newly established Digital and Intelligence Service (DIS) for a duration of 
four years. They will develop artificial intelligence (AI) applications and perform 
software engineering tasks in support of real-world military operations.  
 
To complement their in-house vocational training and operational hands-on 
experiences, these NSFs can take up modules to earn academic credits at NTU 
that contribute to a degree in Data Science and AI, Computer Science or 
Computer Engineering.  
 
The Digital Specialists will attend classes for one semester every year, to train 
and prepare them for their roles in operational units. They will receive a regular 
service salary upon the completion of the minimum period as NSFs. At the end 
of the four-year period, Digital Specialists will earn 50 per cent of academic 
credits and can complete their studies in another two years.  
 

 
 
The Memorandum of Understanding for the new programme was signed earlier 
today by Defence Cyber Chief Brigadier-General (BG) Mark Tan and 
Professor Louis Phee, Vice President (Innovation & Entrepreneurship) and 
Dean of NTU’s College of Engineering, in a ceremony at NTU. 
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Stressing the importance of adapting to evolving security challenges, BG Tan 
said: “We need to start to train a workforce that has the skills to understand data, 
AI and software engineering, so that the people of Army, Navy and Air Force will 
be able to sense, decide and act faster in both digital and conventional air, land 
and sea domains. We see this scheme as a key partnership to develop our people 
and harness the strengths of NTU as well as MINDEF/SAF.” 
 
Professor Phee said: “The collaboration between NTU and MINDEF/SAF to 
launch the new Work-Learn Scheme for Digital Specialists aims to build up 
Singapore's efforts in the digital domain, through tapping on the University’s deep 
expertise in areas such as computer science, artificial intelligence and 
engineering research. The new programme also facilitates the transition of 
participants into further education in NTU and nurtures the next generation of 
digital experts, who can help shore up our nation's critical infrastructure.” 
 
The Digital Work-Learn Scheme is part of MINDEF/SAF’s continual efforts to 
harness NS talents and strengthen digital defence capabilities to safeguard 
Singapore.  
 
The first batch of Digital Specialists will enlist in April 2023 and begin their first 
semester at NTU in August 2023. Interested pre-enlistees can apply for the Digital 
Work-Learn Scheme one year before their enlistment.  
 
To find out more, please go to www.mindef.gov.sg/digispec. 
 

 

***END*** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.mindef.gov.sg/digispec


 

 3 

Media contacts:  
 
MINDEF Media Contact 
Ms Ng You Qian 
Manager (Media Relations) 
MINDEF Comms Organisation 
Email: Ng_You_Qian@mindef.gov.sg 
 
NTU Media Contact 
Mr Joseph Gan  
Manager, Media Relations  
Corporate Communications Office  
Nanyang Technological University, Singapore  
Email: joseph.gan@ntu.edu.sg 
 
Mr Lester Hio  
Manager, Media Relations  
Corporate Communications Office  
Nanyang Technological University, Singapore  
Email: lester.hio@ntu.edu.sg 
 
 
About Nanyang Technological University, Singapore 
 
A research-intensive public university, Nanyang Technological University, 
Singapore (NTU Singapore) has 33,000 undergraduate and postgraduate 
students in the Engineering, Business, Science, Humanities, Arts, & Social 
Sciences, and Graduate colleges. It also has a medical school, the Lee Kong 
Chian School of Medicine, established jointly with Imperial College London. 
  
NTU is also home to world-class autonomous institutes – the National Institute of 
Education, S Rajaratnam School of International Studies, Earth Observatory of 
Singapore, and Singapore Centre for Environmental Life Sciences Engineering – 
and various leading research centres such as the Nanyang Environment & Water 
Research Institute (NEWRI) and Energy Research Institute @ NTU (ERI@N). 
  
Ranked amongst the world’s top universities by QS, NTU has also been named 
the world’s top young university for the past seven years. The University’s main 
campus is frequently listed among the Top 15 most beautiful university campuses 
in the world and has 57 Green Mark-certified (equivalent to LEED-certified) 
buildings, of which 95% are certified Green Mark Platinum. Apart from its main 
campus, NTU also has a campus in Novena, Singapore’s healthcare district. 
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Under the NTU Smart Campus vision, the University harnesses the power of 
digital technology and tech-enabled solutions to support better learning and living 
experiences, the discovery of new knowledge, and the sustainability of resources. 
  
For more information, visit www.ntu.edu.sg 

http://www.ntu.edu.sg/
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