
FAQ on MSCP Programme 

1. How many intakes does ADM have for the MA Museum Studies and Curatorial Practices 
programme? 

There is only one intake per academic year – in August for the MA in Museum Studies and 
Curatorial Practices programme. 

The admission application period for the August intake would normally commence from 1 
November and end on 15 March. For the exact application dates, please check our website 
regularly for updates.  

2. In the online application form, there is a section to fill out details under working experience. 
If I am a fresh graduate, what should I fill in? 
 
If you are a fresh graduate, please indicate ‘Not applicable’ under the section on working 
experience so that you can proceed with your application. 
 

3. If I have internship experience, where should I indicate it in the online application form? 

You should only indicate internship experience in your CV.  

4. For hardcopy recommendation letters in sealed envelopes, how should I submit them with 
my application? 
 
If your hardcopy recommendation letters are in sealed envelopes, they should be submitted to the 
ADM Graduate Programmes Office via post. Our mailing address is: 
 
School of Art, Design and Media 
Nanyang Technological University 
81, Nanyang Drive 
Singapore 637458 
(Attention: ADM Graduate Programmes Office, level 3) 
 

5. Can I submit my supporting documents via email? 
 
You are required to upload the supporting documents online via the admission portal. There is no 
need to email your supporting documents to our office. 
 

6. If my Bachelor degree does not come with an honours, will my application still be 
considered? 
 
Applicants without an honours Bachelor degree are welcome to apply. The Admissions 
Committee will evaluate all the applications received holistically. The School has previously 
admitted good applicants without an honours degree. 
 

7. If I do not have 2 academic references, can I replace with 2 professional references?  
 
These are the possible scenarios for the provision of references for application.  
 

Academic Reference Professional Reference 
2 0 
0 2 
1 1 



8. Where do I send my application package to? 
 
You are required to upload the supporting documents online via the admission portal. You do not 
need to send application package to our office. 
 

9. How much is the application fee? 
 
The application fee is $21.40 per programme. The system only allows internet payment 
(VISA/MASTER). 
 

10. If I am accepted into the programme, what is the next step? 
 
You are required to pay an S$5,000 non-refundable fee deposit upon the acceptance of the 
admission offer. This deposit fee can be used to offset the first semester's tuition fee payment.    
 

11. If I have been successfully matriculated, but I have to defer my programme due to 
unforeseen circumstances, can I defer my programme? If yes, how long can I defer? Will 
there be any additional fees incurred?  
 
Request to defer studies would only be considered for medical-related reasons, subject to 
approval on a case-by-case basis. The deferment duration is 1 year (maximum). There is no 
additional fee for deferment of study. 
 

12. Can I withdraw from the programme after accepting the offer? Will there be financial 
consequences? 
 
You can submit a withdrawal request to our office ideally by the end of Teaching Week 1 of each 
semester. Tuition fees may be charged if the withdrawal request is submitted after Teaching 
Week 2 of each semester. Do note that the S$5000 deposit may not be refunded to you after 
withdrawing from the programme. 

 
13. I am currently still short of one term to completing my Bachelor degree programme. Hence, 

I will not be able to provide any official transcript for my last term. Can I still go ahead to 
apply for the programme and provide my official transcript at a much later date? 

Application into our programme is still possible without the official final transcript. You just need to 
get the latest official transcript from your university (bearing the University stamp/seal) and submit 
that to us.  

If your application is successful, we can then issue you a conditional offer, conditional upon you 
passing your Bachelor degree and obtaining good final results. Once you have your final degree 
and transcript, you can then provide it to us before your matriculation into the MA Museum 
Studies and Curatorial Practices programme. 

 
14. If I have a Bachelor degree from a non-related field, without formal working experience in 

the Arts but have a strong interest in the Arts, will I still be considered for my application? 

While applicants with no educational or work background in Arts will still be considered, the 
evaluation process does consider the academic relevance of your degree and practical 
experience in the field to evaluate the strength of each application.  

While you still can proceed with the application with your current degree, we will suggest that you 
write a persuasive personal statement and consider taking a short stint of volunteer work in a 



museum (for example) so as to beef up your credentials in terms of practical experience in the 
field.  

15. Are there any prerequisites for the course? 

Interested applicants can refer to this link  

https://www.ntu.edu.sg/adm/programmes/graduate-admissions/ma-in-museum-studies-and-
curatorial-practices-(coursework)/admission-criteria-application  

Additional prerequisites for applicants without related educational and/or work background 

• Seek voluntary work experience with museums or gallery 
• Get professional referees from the voluntary work with museums or gallery 
• Provide a persuasive personal statement  

 
16. How are the courses conducted? 

 
The courses are conducted in-class, seminar style whereby students and faculty would engage in 
active discussion, class presentations. There are assigned readings, writing assignments and 
projects to be done by students. No final sit-down exam for each course, as students will be 
assessed 100% based on continuous assessments. 
 

17. Are there any subsidy/scholarships available for the MA Museum Studies and Curatorial 
Practices? 

As MA Museum Studies and Curatorial Practices is a self-financing programme, there is currently 
no subsidy or scholarship available. 

18. Is the Service Obligation Scheme available for the MA Museum Studies and Curatorial 
Practices programme? 
 
As this is a self-financing programme, there is no Service Obligation option for this programme.  

19.  I am intending to pursue this programme on a part-time basis. Is there a class timetable for 
part-time students that I can reference to? 

Yes, we do have a small number of part time students in the MSCP programme. Majority are full 
time students. 
 
Currently, we do not run separate class timetables for part time and full time students, given the 
size of the cohort. So, both part time and full time students would follow the same class timetable. 
However, part time students can take 2 years (4 semesters) to complete the programme 
requirements.  
 
Do take note that presently, the MSCP courses are offered during weekdays, day time timeslots. 
There is currently no evening lesson nor weekend lesson. 
 
Course reading guides 
Part-time student: 2 courses every semester (to be completed over 4 semesters or equivalent to 
2 years of study) 
Full-time student: 4 courses every semester (to be completed over 2 semesters or equivalent to 1 
year of study) 
 
You can refer to the current class schedule from our website as a reference: 

https://www.ntu.edu.sg/adm/programmes/graduate-admissions/ma-in-museum-studies-and-curatorial-practices-(coursework)/admission-criteria-application
https://www.ntu.edu.sg/adm/programmes/graduate-admissions/ma-in-museum-studies-and-curatorial-practices-(coursework)/admission-criteria-application


https://www.ntu.edu.sg/docs/librariesprovider114/ma-in-arts/ma-(coursework)/ay2021-sem-2-
class-timetable---15-nov-2021.pdf?sfvrsn=a746391f_2  
 

20. If I am an international applicant on an Employment Pass in Singapore and wishes to 
pursue this programme, will I be considered for this programme? 

Yes, you will be considered for the programme. However, do note that you will need to ensure that 
you hold a valid Employment Pass in Singapore for the period of study. 

 
21. I'd like to be guided with the Immigration Pass application as well. What kind of pass 

should I apply for assuming I study full time/part time? Do I apply after getting accepted or 
should it be processed while the MA application is ongoing? 
 
If you are entering Singapore based on full-time study, you would need to hold a Student Pass. 
Further instructions for the application of a student pass would be provided to you once you 
receive an offer from the school of your acceptance into the programme. There is no action to be 
taken while the MA application is ongoing.  
 
However, if you hold an Employment Pass or a Dependent Pass, you would be eligible to study 
with us on a part-time basis, subject to approval by the Singapore Immigration and Checkpoints 
Authority/Ministry of Manpower. 
 

22. It is stated on your website that ‘For applicants whose mother tongue is not English, a 
good IELTS score of at least 7.0 is required.’ is listed as one of the admission criteria. What 
should I provide if my mother tongue is not English, but I have graduated from an 
institution that uses English as the medium of instruction?   

For exemption from submitting IELTS test score, please submit an official document from your 
University or highlight where the information on medium of instruction for your programme of 
study can be found to proof that English is the medium of instruction for your Bachelor study. 

23. Is GRE score required for admission? 
 
No, GRE score is not required for admission. 
 

24. What are the career prospects for me upon graduation with a MA Museum Studies and 
Curatorial Practices degree? 
 
For career prospects, generally graduands can fill positions in the arts, culture and heritage 
industries. Some examples include: 
 
• Museums, galleries and arts organisations, (curatorship, arts management, marketing, 
programming research and publications, exhibition and collection management, exhibition 
designers, museum educators, art administration, policy); 
 
• Private and public sector commissioning art such as the newly created Singapore Public Art 
Trust (NAC) (project management, outreach & education, conservation and maintenance); 
 
• International auction houses (acquisitions, authentication, pricing, publicity research and 
publications); 
 
• Art fairs and art festivals/ biennales (curatorship, project management, outreach and marketing, 

https://www.ntu.edu.sg/docs/librariesprovider114/ma-in-arts/ma-(coursework)/ay2021-sem-2-class-timetable---15-nov-2021.pdf?sfvrsn=a746391f_2
https://www.ntu.edu.sg/docs/librariesprovider114/ma-in-arts/ma-(coursework)/ay2021-sem-2-class-timetable---15-nov-2021.pdf?sfvrsn=a746391f_2


publications, exhibition management, exhibition designers, art administration, policy); 
 
• Academic research and teaching positions; 
 
• Government ministries (policy officers, corporate communications, diplomatic support, funding, 
event and project management); 
 
• Statutory Boards (management, funding, event and project management); 
 
• Publishing (writing, text and image editing, researching, copy writing); 
 
• Media broadcasters and content producers (journalists, writers, researchers, producers) 
 
Our MSCP Programme maintains strong connections with all the relevant art institutions and the 
museum Industry in Singapore. 
 
Our internship programme will also allow all students to get into direct contact with the industry 
during the course of their learning, and thereby build a strong network of contacts to aid you in 
your career later on after you graduate. 
 
 
 

 


