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Greetings from the Institute of Advanced Studies (IAS) at NTU, Singapore! | am pleased to share with
you the following updates of 1AS:

a) Former Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr George Yeo has kindly accepted our invitation to be a
Patron of IAS (NTU). This is an important step to enhance the international networking of NTU, as
Mr Yeo will be able to connect IAS better to the international community for future collaborations,
and also provide constructive advice for the overall development of IAS. This invitation is supported
by Mr Koh Boon Hwee (Chairman of NTU Council) and NTU President Prof Bertil Andersson. Mr
Yeo has served in various Singapore Ministries in the Cabinet from 1991 to 2011. These included
the Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Information, Communications and the Arts, Ministry of Health,
Ministry of Trade and Industry, and Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He currently chairs the International
Advisory Panel of the Nalanda University Governing Board and is a Visiting Scholar of the Lee Kuan
Yew School of Public Policy.

b) Prof Shu Chien (University of California, San Diego and one of the International Advisors of IAS) has
received the United States National Medal of Science from President Barack Obama at an award
ceremony held at the White House on 21 Oct 2011. The medal is the highest honour bestowed
by the U.S. government to scientists, engineers and inventors. A bioengineering professor based
in the USA, Prof Chien is a world leading researcher on the impact of blood flow and pressure on
blood vessels. He was awarded the prestigious honour for his pioneering work in cardiovascular
physiology and bioengineering.

c) Prof Kerson Huang (MIT Professor of Physics Emeritus and IAS Nanyang Professor) delivered a
series of outreaching lectures atJunior Colleges like Raffles Institution and Pioneer Junior College in
relation to his visit to Singapore this year. Prof Huang, a global authority on particle physics, intrigued
the students with how he amalgamated both his passion and training as a physicist, with his latest
multi-disciplinary research approach to explain and predict how a biological process of protein
folding occurs. The students were enlightened by his dedication towards greater interdisciplinary in
research to address pivotal challenges in the 21st century. The Physicist-Poet also delivered public
lectures on “The Roots of Chinese Civilisation” in both English and Chinese last year while he was
in Singapore.

d) Prof Dan Shechtman, winner of 2011 Nobel Prize in Chemistry, will be visiting 1AS in January
2012. Prof Dan Shechtman will also participate in the 4th International Science Youth Camp held
in Singapore.

For your information, please.

Best regards,

K K Phua (Professor)

Director

Institute of Advanced Studies
Nanyang Technological University
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