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The annual X-Campus Run held 
on October 8th suffered the same 
fate as other recent sports events 
held on campus when it saw a 
drop in the number of participants 
signing up.

This time around, the answer 
to the general lack of support from 
the student population seemed to 
lie in the unenthusiastic batch of 
freshmen.

“The year ones usually make 
up the bulk of such events but 
this year’s freshmen are not as 
forthcoming as previous years,” 
said Andrew Chia, 22, President 
of NTU Runners’ Club.

Attempts by the organisers 
to boost participation such as 
introducing a new category and 
postponing the event by two weeks 
also proved futile.

While previous runs saw up 
to 300 participants, there were 
only about 200 runners in total 
this year.

Like previous years, there 
were the fun and competitive 
categories covering 4.5 km and 
6km respect ively. The route 
covered NTU’s circumference.

This year, the organisers 
introduced a new category for 
students residing in halls. 

Students can represent their 
hall in teams of five.

This saw about seven teams 

Enthusiasm for running on the wane

signing up with some halls sending 
in two teams.

“I think it is a fresh idea as it 
serves as a good platform for us 
to pitch ourselves against other 
halls as well as allowing us to 
bond further,” said Hall 9 sports 
secretary Daniel Toh.

His team was made up of four 
guys and one girl.

Chia said they had considered 
asking teams from Co-cirricular 
Activities and individual schools 
to sign up for the team category, 
but he eventually settled for halls. 
He felt it was fairer as some schools 

and CCAs are bigger than the 
others, creating an “imbalance”.

He also explained that since 
those living in halls see each other 
more often, it will be easier for 
them to form a team.

In addition to the new category, 
the run was also postponed by 
two weeks due to low response, as 
it clashed with students’ midterm 
examinations.

Despite all this, the run still 
saw a drop in the number of 
students signing up.This recent 
trend of low participation rate in 
NTU’s sports events has been a 

cause of concern to organisers.
Chia at t r ibuted th is to a 

number of reasons, including their 
publicity strategy.

Publicity was garnered through 
the Campus Buzz service, the 
manning of registration booths 
in Canteen A and B as well 
dissemination via email.

exchange student from Canada had 
been looking forward to a race in 
NTU all year and when he heard 
of the event, he did not hesitate to 
sign up.

“Back home in Canada, I am 
in the provincial city team. I have 
always loved running, it is what I 
train for,” said the 20-year-old.

The organisers also managed 
to procure help from the Student 
Recreation Centre to disseminate 
the email to most of the staff 
body.

Dr Saman Abeysekera, an 
Associate Professor from the 
School of Electrical and Electronic 
Engineering, has participated in 
the X-Campus Run 11 times.

The 53-year-old lecturer from 
Sri Lanka is in it for the charity.

The NTU Runners’ Club will be 
donating a part of their proceeds 
to the Dover Park Hospice.

In addition, this year’s run 
also saw first year NIE Physical 
Education student Ang Chee Yong 
winning the race for the fourth 
time.

The 29-year-old had won the 
previous races from 2004 to 2006 
while he was studying Mechanical 
Engineering in NTU.

“It feels great that I am still 
able to race with the younger 
runners,” said Ang, who recently 
also clinched fourth placing in the 
Nike Human Race.

Syafiqah Omar

TRAILBLAZER: Despite having no coach, NTU swimmers improved their ranking to bring medals home. PHOTO | TAN YI WEN 

No coach, but still four golds bagged

THE NTU swim team defied the 
odds to emerge runners-up of 
the Institute-Varsity-Polytechnic 
(IVP) Games 2008 with four golds, 
five silvers and six bronzes.

The event took place over the 

weekend from October 11th to 
12th at the Toa Payoh Swimming 
Complex.

National swimmer Ho Qing 
Xiang won two individual gold 
medals in the 50 metres freestyle 
and 50 metres butterfly.

On balancing his schoolwork 
and training schedule, the final-

“I took a big risk by going in 
without a natural backstroker. Our 
first choice backstroker couldn’t 
make it and I had to replace him 
with someone else," he said.

Other members of the team also 
gave credit to Eng for this year’s 

year student at the School of Art, 
Design and Media said, “Basically, 
it’s about making a lot of sacrifices. 
I don’t have much of a social 
life.”

Although the team did not have 
a coach for the past year, they 
exceeded expectations by moving 
up three places on the overall 

standings.
The highlight of the team’s 

performance included two gold 
medals for the men’s 4 x 50 metres 
freestyle relay, men’s 4 x 50 metres 
medley relay and two silvers 
for the women’s corresponding 
events.

Student coach and captain 
Roderick Eng, 22, said he did not 
expect the team to win the medley 
relays.

SIGNING UP: Few runners registering at the SRC before the run. PHOTO | DARWIS SUNARYO

“This year's 
freshmen are not 
as forthcoming as 
previous years.”
Andrew Chia, 22
President
NTU Runners' Club

However, Chia felt that more 
access to students’ email addresses 
could be given to organisers as 
they were only limited to their own 
contacts and were thus unable to 
reach a wider student body.

As a result of the dismal 
numbers, the organisers had to 
increase the registration fee from 
$4 to $10.

In contrast, the staff and 
international students were more 
receptive.

This year’s run saw more of 
them participating.

Drew Morsuy, a second-year 

“IVP is actually a 
good chance for 
NTU to foster a 
stronger school 
spirit.”
Amanda Tay, 21, 
Swim team member

success.
“Roderick has done a very 

good job,” said final-year Business 
student Amanda Tay. “He came up 
with the training programme for 
us. You can see that our team spirit 
is really good.”

Captain of the women’s team 
See Pui Fun added, “Roderick is 
very well-liked by the team.”

However, the lack of supporters 
for the NTU team at the swimming 
complex was evident. 

Compa red to he r jun ior 
college days, Tay felt there was 
less publicity for inter-school 
competitions in NTU.

“I think the IVP is actually 
a good chance for NTU to foster 
a stronger school spirit,” said 
the 21-year-old. “Through better 
publicity, the swimmers will be 
more motivated and results will 
improve too.”

After the stellar performance, 
See hopes to see some changes 
made to the swimming pool in 
SRC.

“During our training hours, 
we have to share the pool with 
many other swimmers,” she said. 
“Hopefully, the swimmers will be 
given priority to use the pool.”

Lim Yufan
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