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Abstract

‘Apical sounds’ is a cover term used by dialectologists in China to refer to apical vowels and
apical consonants. Karlgren (1915-1926) distinguished four types of apical vowels found in
different Chinese dialects, and found that their distribution is uneven amongst the Northern as
opposed to Southern dialects. According to Karlgren, the apical vowels are syllabic apical
alveolar approximants, functioning as syllable nuclei. In this talk, data will be presented from
four native speakers in the form of articulographic records. Palatographic and linguographic
data will also be presented from one speaker showing that the so-called retroflex sibilants
(Chao, 1948) do not have the underside of the tongue making contact on the anterior part of the
hard palate, which make them look very different from ‘true’ reflex sounds such as those found
in Hindi (Ladefoged and Maddieson, 1969). Finally, the articulatory and acoustic characteristics
of the apical sounds of Standard Chinese will be discussed in terms of articulatory strategies.
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