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Abstract

Although Parkinson's Disease (PD) is often associated with visual-spatial deficits, research findings have
been inconsistent. In addition to methodological issues that potentially confound the interpretation of
data in this research area, there are also pathophysiological as well as theoretical issues that need to be
resolved in order to better understand these clinical findings. The primary goal of this line of research is to
learn if individuals with Parkinson’s Disease have deficits in visual-spatial ability. The secondary goal of this
line of research is to elucidate the mechanisms that contribute to the cognitive dysfunction associated with
this neurodegenerative disorder. This research will show that, in the absence of global cognitive decline,
individuals with Parkinson’s Disease do show deficits in visual-spatial ability. This research will show further
that these visual-spatial deficits in Parkinson’s Disease are not sensitive to dopamine medication, but are
related, to some extent, with function in other cognitive domains. Future research will endeavour to better
understand the nature of these functional relationships between different cognitive domains.
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